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  Elmsted and 
  Hastingleigh 
  Community 
  Contacts 

 
Elmsted Parish Council Tracey Block  01233 750415 
 

Hastingleigh Parish Council Tracey Block 01233 750415 
 

Evington Hall (Bookings)  Shelley  07401 908249 
 bookings@evingtonhall.org.uk 
 

Evington Hall Committee Hon Sec Mrs N Phipps 01233 750221  
 

ECP Hon Sec  Mrs S Boxall 01233 750206 
 
Evington Gardeners Hon Sec Mrs H Ransley 01233 720152 
 

Evington Community Choir Mrs C Jeffery 01233 750585 
 

Art Group Mrs V Kerry 01227 700843 
 

Footpath Walks  
Mr D Harris 01233 813711 
 

Women’s Institute  
Mrs J Bowes 01233 811875 
 

Parent and Toddler Group  
Mrs N Phipps 01233 750221 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Hastingleigh   
Mr G Block 01233 750415 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Elmsted  
Mr J Argar 01233 750311 
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Submissions 
The Community News takes no      
responsibility for misleading advertis-
ing or incorrect editorial supplied to 
us in good faith. 
 
Please provide any promotional or 
editorial content in Word format  
rather than pdf. For length, grammar 
and style issues the Editor reserves 
the right to edit it. 

 

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk 
Advertising:  shepandali@hotmail.com 

Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com 
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT. 

Despite the snow, signs of Spring 
are slowly emerging, lambs can be 
seen in the fields, birds are singing 
again and the daffodils are coming 
into bloom. There are a number of 
events to look forward to in the 
coming months. The annual Spring 
Fair is on its way and prizes for the 
tombola are being requested, page 
18. The WI are planning a 3-course 
supper for all villagers to be held in 
Evington Hall, page 3. There will be 
an art competition for all ages at 
the Elmsted Lunches and Teas, page 
22. I was amazed to read that an 
average of 350 cars pass through 
the Poplar Avenue per day, and   
interested in the replacement of the 
poplars with hornbeams, page 27. 
Here’s hoping that better weather is 
on its way and as always, any     
comments, letters or submissions 
are most welcome. 

mailto:secretary.communitynews@gmail.com
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Chris Dryland 

 

small projects large projects  emergencies 

Most aspects  of  Household and  Garden Maintenance 

 

Also 

Tipis for hire 

www.bighilltipis.co.uk 

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787 

2 
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Hastingleigh 

with Elmsted 

Women’s 

Institute 

H astingleigh with Elmsted W.I. 
had to cancel their meeting 

on Thursday the 1st of March 2018 
at the Evington Hall, due to the  
inclement weather. 

Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday the 5th April at 7.30 p.m., 
in the Evington Hall, where we will 
be having a talk on Irving Berlin. 
Any new members will be made 
most welcome.                            MW        

  3 

Come and join us for a three-course supper 

There will be a raffle to raise money for the charity 

Look Good Feel Better 

(facing cancer with confidence) 
 

Friday, 18th May 2018 
 

7.00 for 7.30 pm 

In the Evington Hall 

Only £8.00 per person 
(Coffee and Tea will be provided - Please bring your  

own alcohol) 
Please let us know if you can come  

by Friday, 11th May 

by contacting: 

                        Mrs Jill Argar                01233 750311 
                        Mrs Jean Bowes          01233  811875 
                        Mrs Yvonne Helmer     01233  750236 
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Wye Beauty 
Shellac Manicures - colour lasts three weeks 

Waxing - hot and warm 

Electrolysis hair removal 
Red Vein, Skin Tag and Milia treatment 
Aromatherapy/Swedish body massage 
Spray Tanning - lasts up to two weeks 
Ear piercing 
Facials 

Microdermabrasion 
Manicures/Pedicures 
Threading 
Visiting foot care professional 
Microcurrent face-lifting 
Bridal & semi-permanent make-up 

Guinot Skincare 
 

Gift Vouchers available 

35 years experience 

Qualified/mature staff 

 

29 Bridge Street, Wye 

Robyn Gardener 
AABThC BABTAC 

01233 811550 

4 

Open Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 5pm (later by appt)  
Saturday 9am - 1pm 

LOGS & FIREWOOD 
For Good Quality, 
Seasoned 

Ash or mixed logs 
(dry) 

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570 
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laden with catkins, a grey squirrel 
scuttling to safety. We crossed 
over the road to Wye and the 
drive to Coombe Manor to contin-
ue along to the Crown and the 
Orientation stone. We met a pho-
tographer gingerly negotiating the 
mud whilst clutching his camera 
at the ready. A slight mist hung 
over the lowlands but he liked the 
mystical effect. A muddy descent 
to the road up to Downs Farm, 
another conversation (a young 
Polish couple with fluent English) 
then down the byway, the dog leg 
back to descend to Pett Farm and 
Hassell Street. The bridleway 
through Hurst Wood carpeted 
with dog’s mercury and with a 
magnificent patch of hartstongue 
fern takes us to Coombe Manor 
pasture. Whilst in the wood we 
hear a great clap of thunder and 
looking back north we see a great 
black cloud which briefly hastens 
our pace. From there to Zig Zag 
past two friendly sheep although 
one was wary of having a bramble       
removed from its fleece, by the 
ponies and back to Staple Lees 
Farm. 

Just over 5miles in about 3 
hours. An excellent afternoon. 
Leader Barbara George 

Next walk led by Helen from 
Bonnington. Meet at Evington 
Hall at 2pm for 2.15pm at Helen’s.  

                                            H.P. 

Ramblings 

from the 

village 

walkers 

A fter an unpromising forecast 
and start with heavy showers, 

by 2pm the day had turned into a 
beautiful sunny spring afternoon 
with blue sky and a light easterly 
breeze. We set off from Staple Lees 
Farm to Cold Blow. A single prim-
rose spared by the snowplough was 
blooming in the muddy pot-holed 
lane. At the farm there were cattle 
chewing the cud in the barn then as 
we struck off west along the North 
Downs Way the two llamas added 
an exotic touch. Lovely springy turf 
under foot and bird song in the air - 
all was well.  

At the Devil’s Kneading 
Trough we spoke to a family from 
Sittingbourne on their first visit who 
with their two little girls and small 
dog had just climbed up through 
the valley and made the steep as-
cent. Such was their enthusiasm 
they were raring to come again. We 
kept to the Way and entered the 
small copse by a gate, hazel trees 
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Domestic 
Installer 
Scheme 

Edward Young 
Electrical Installation & 

Security systems 
Registered Electrician 

Established over 30 years 
All types of installation work carried out 

Fault finding and repairs 
Farm, domestic, commercial 

01303 813654 
07702 640237 

6 

john@browningbuilders.co.uk 

Mobile 07770667238 
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the diminishing numbers of birds 
and bees could, in time, be        
reversed. By planting semi wild 
species of plant, including nettles, 
together with nectar-rich species, 
e.g. buddleia, sedum and valeri-
an, butterflies, bees and moths 
will be encouraged into the      
garden. 

As the presentation pro-
gressed, we were given a bal-
anced view on the “give and 
take” aspects of gardening with 
wildlife; such as the usefulness of 
wasps. By filming a wasp nest, 
Ken has established that, in one 
day, wasps move 2kg of soil and 
that they actually cut the grass 
near the entrance to the nest. 
The less desirable aspects of mag-
pies and herons were mentioned, 
although rabbits and squirrels did 
not feature! An interesting and 
informative evening providing a 
fascinating insight into the lives of 
the creatures who share our    
gardens. 

                        Helen Ransley 

A t the February meeting, 
Stan introduced Ken 

Stroud, a self-confessed artist 
and naturalist, who in the 1970s 
produced a leaflet on wildlife 
gardening, only to be told he 
was 10 years too early. 

Ken showed us a series of 
photographs taken, all bar one, 
in his garden, mostly of birds 
and insects, interspersed with 
interesting facts, tips and anec-
dotes. He started with the      
decline in numbers of birds and 
insects over the last few years 
due to the loss of habitat, chang-
ing farming techniques and pol-
lution. If all the gardens in Brit-
ain were put together they 
would amount to an area the 
size of Kent, putting the im-
portant role of gardeners into 
perspective. In providing the 
basic needs of food, shelter and 
water to attract wildlife, whilst 
avoiding the use of chemicals, 

Gardeners’ 

Society 
Nature in the garden 
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01227 

709204 

8 
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of us could do with considering. 
I think the person leading the as-

sembly was expecting examples such 
as; “my mum favours my sibling over 
me” or, “my friend gets better marks 
than me, even though my work is just 

as good.” You know the sort of thing! 
Well to all our surprise, what came 
out were statements about how unfair 
it is that some people are so rich they 
don’t know what to do with all their 
money, while others are so poor that 
they don’t  have enough food, or even 
a home to live in.  Innocent people 
who are stuck in war zones when it’s 
not even their war. Children in fam-
ines when we throw food in the bin. 
Their reactions to these kind of injus-
tices were strong, and well placed. 
Their solutions, to teach people how 
to respect each other, how to share 
and most importantly, how and why 
we should care.  

If it’s so obvious to them, why are 
the rest of us so reluctant to see it. 

How can we all accept so passively 
that in 21st century Britain, it has be-
come acceptable to have food banks 
and people living in squalor, or worse, 
on the street? 
When did we become so immune to 
the suffering of others that we be-
came able to walk past the homeless 
without offering to buy them a coffee 
and a sandwich? When did we decide 
that if we bought something to put in 
the yellow food bank bin, we have 
“done our bit?” 

Shouldn’t we be asking why the 

W ell, according to the calen-
dar and the media, it’s offi-

cially spring! However, as I write 
this, there is snow forecast again 
for the weekend with minus tem-
peratures to boot! Those poor little 
lambs must be really chilly. Hope-
fully by the time you read this, 
spring will have sprung and you will 
all have had a good Easter, with 
lots of opportunity for seeing fami-
ly and friends, and consuming just 
a ‘little’ chocolate.  I am definitely 
someone who prefers summer to 
winter, although I did enjoy the 
snow, and so spring brings with it 
the promise of long sunny days, 
time in the garden and thoughts of 
holidays and fun. 

This week, in my role as priest 
and School governor, I visited Bod-
sham in a formal   capacity to carry 
out an inspection with a governing 
colleague. Going into the school is 
one of the real delights of my job, 
as children have such incredible  
insight into life, faith, the world we 
live in and fairness. For a change I 
watched an assembly instead of 
taking it. The children were asked 
to consider fairness? Or rather, 
unfairness! They have very clear 
ideas about injustice which many 

Parish upon  
the Hills 
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stop saying, “that’s not fair”? Surely 
a sense of injustice is part of being a 
complete adult and not just for 
church goers? Meanwhile, for all of 
us lucky enough to be looking out at 
the new spring lambs and greening 
countryside, looking forward to 
better days, and summer treats, 
maybe we could consider what little 
thing we could personally do, to 
make life fairer for at least one per-
son or cause this year. 
                                           Lorraine 

Tressenden Designs  
A Seamstress and costume maker with eight years of experience.  

 Clothing Alterations. 
 Repair work undertaken. 
 Made to Measure; create a bespoke piece for those special occasions. 
 Modern and Vintage designs.  
 Costumes, ball gowns and Wedding dresses 

 
For more information or a quote please contact Amy on: 
Mobile: 07853 202304     Email: amy.louise.ford@hotmail.co.uk 

ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER 
 Sculpture and carving in wood 
Architectural lettering in stone and wood 
Fine printmaking and painting 
 
The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane 
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW 
Telephone: 01233 750305 

welfare state no longer works, or 
better still, offering to help a local 
charity or good cause? 
Don’t get me wrong, I’m not getting 
on a soap box, or bashing the rich, I’m 
just questioning at what point, be-
tween childhood and adulthood, we 

Parish upon 
the hills cont. 
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Evington 

Community 

Project AGM 
 

C hairman’s Report for 2017 
The ECP has now completed 

twelve years of service to the 
communities of Elmsted and 
Hastingleigh. 

We held another successful 
Spring Fair on the 1st May 2017 
which boosted our funds by just 
under £1,200.  The turnout was 
again very good, in spite of the 
poor weather on the day.   

Our 100 Club Raffle, which is 
now in its 3rd year, continues to 
be very popular and we would 
like to thank all of you who sup-
port this venture.  In 2017, the 
100 Club gave away £600 in prize 
money and made £500 profit for 
ECP, enabling us to continue to 
achieve our aims of arranging 
sporting and leisure events that 
are either free or subsidised and 
by offering financial or in-kind 
support to village organisations. 

During 2017, our Film Shows 
were enjoyed by over 170 people.  
In October we ran a Pottery 

Painting Workshop in the Evington 
Hall in association with Kippys and 
in December we arranged a village 
coach trip to London.  We contin-
ue to assist financially with the 
maintenance of the Playing Field.  
Our annual Seasonal Thanks morn-
ing was held in December and 
combined with £100 worth of   
bonus draws of our 100 Club. 

I should like to take this oppor-
tunity, once again, to thank the 
Evington Community Project com-
mittee.  I should also like to thank, 
on behalf of ECP, The Powell Fami-
ly for allowing the use of their 
field; Sarah Pell for checking our 
accounts; Elmsted and 
Hastingleigh Parish Councils and 
all of you who have generously 
supported and assisted with our 
events throughout the year. 
                                     Robin Helmer 

Advertise with us 
 

Get your business 
advertising seen in 200 

households in the 
Hastingleigh and Elmsted 

areas through this magazine. 
 

Contact Ali on: 
shepandali@hotmail.com 
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Containerised Storage 
 available locally  

 

Fully secure 

Indoors or outdoors 

Competitive rates 

 
 

Please phone 01233 720871/email:     

info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details 

 

Toby Gardener       07831 473981 
Beriscolt       (Eve) 01233 750489 
Hastingleigh    tandrgardener@btinternet.com 

Tree Surgeon and Fencing Contractor 

● Tree surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed. 

● Hedge cutting. 

● Stump grinding. 

● Garden fencing supplied and erected. 

● Hedges planted. 

● 25 years local experience.  Fully in-
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Dr Fox 
Time for men to 

check 

It has again raised the profile 
of prostate cancer screening, 
something we include in our Well 
Man Check, where we combine it 
with a prostate gland examination. 

The question is ‘Does screen-
ing reduce mortality’? 

The evidence is confusing. We 
can look at individual cases such as 
Stephen Fry, who would undoubt-
edly develop metastatic cancer 
within a fairly short time. Surely 
without screening, his case would 
have been hopeless? We do not of 
course yet know if he will develop 
a recurrence of his cancer further 
down the line. 

On the face of it, large studies 
suggest that more cancers are de-
tected by screening. But 27 addi-
tional cases of cancer would need 
to be treated to prevent one 
death. These results, from a large 
European study, suggest a lot of 
screening needs to be performed 
in order to save one life. If you 
happen to be that one person, you 
may feel it was all worthwhile. 

However, is more focused 
screening likely to improve these 
figures? We do not yet know. 

There are two types of PSA in 
the blood. Free PSA is associated 
with benign enlargement of the 
prostate (normal in men as they 

S teven Fry hit the headlines 
this week with a moving 

and informative podcast about 
his recent experiences (http://
www.stephenfry.com/2018/02/
mischievous/) .  
Stephen was recently diagnosed 
with a Gleason score 8 prostate 
cancer, subsequently upgraded 
to Gleason score 9 after his pros-
tate was removed. Gleason scor-
ing adds together two scores, the 
commonest grading in the tissue 
and the most aggressive grading 
in the tissue. The grading goes 
from 1-5 and so grades can be 2-
10 in total. 

Gleason scoring ranges from 
2 to 10 for prostate cancer, 2 is a 
mild form which may never        
progress to aggressive metastatic 
cancer, 10 is very likely to metas-
tasise and kill the patient if left 
untreated. I am very fond of Ste-
phen Fry and hope his cancer is 
cured and that he has many hap-
py and productive years ahead of 
him. 
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Crabtree Farm Cottages  

Self-catering holiday lets in Hastingleigh 
 

Ian and Amanda wish you 
a warm welcome 

• Two cottages, each offering: 
• Master bedroom with double 

oak bed 
• Second bedroom with twin oak 

beds 
• Lounge/kitchen, luxury 

bathroom 
• Wall-mounted flatscreen TV 
• Pets welcome 
• Children’s play area 

 
www.crabtreefarm.co.uk 
01233 750345 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

info@bodshamholidaylets.com 
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SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT 

Upholstery 

07973 377817 
01227 455841 

15 

Dr Fox 
Cont. 

age). Bound PSA is associated 
with malignancy. A low ratio of 
free to bound  < 25% may be in-
dicative of cancer. The ratio of 
free/bound PSA is not currently 
provided by most NHS laborato-
ries but is available privately. 

A fascinating study, The 
Malmo Preventative project, took 
21000 men and stored their 
blood between the ages of 27 and 
52. They found that a higher PSA 
concentration in this group corre-
lated with the risk of prostate 
cancer metastases up to 30 years 
later! At age 45-49 they found 
that a PSA in the highest 10% of 
the cohort (>1.61ug/L) contribut-
ed almost 50% of the deaths from 
prostate cancer over the next 25-
30 years. So, we can now identify 
a high risk group who should be 
regularly screened. 

On the other hand a single 
PSA test result <1ug/l , when per-
formed in men in their 60s, con-
fers a life time risk of prostate 
cancer death of only 0.2%. So we 
can strongly reassure this group 
that their risk of death from pros-

tate cancer is extremely small. 
So, what would I do? Well, I 

did. I had a PSA at age 50 and had 
my prostate removed at age 54 
with a Gleason grade 7 tumour. 
Five years on, with an undetecta-
ble PSA, I feel it was a very good 
decision. I hope Stephen is as 
lucky. 

I believe a test at 45-49 will 
identify the high-risk group that 
should be screened regularly, my 
test would have firmly placed me 
in this group and I would have 
been more vigilant than I was. 
Conversely, if you are in your 60s, 
a single test with PSA <1 ug/l will 
reassure you that your risk of dy-
ing from prostate cancer is excep-
tionally low. 

 
Dr Allan Fox 
Private GP Healthcare and Wye 
Surgery 
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MATHS TUITION 
GCSE & iGCSE 

Key Stage 2-4 

Preparation for Kent Test & Entrance exams 

Enhanced DBS certificate 
 

I am patient, reliable and approachable. 

Using a wide range of resources I 

enable students to reach their potential. 

 

Clare Newman 01227 700291 

 

 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

DAVID FARNFIELD 
 

  FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS 
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 

WALLPAPERING 
FREE Estimates 

07710 130275 
01233 750450 

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com 

www.davidfarnfield.com 
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W hat was the interior of the 
church like in the past? It 

seems that bringing animals in 
would not have been uncommon, 
so much so that steps had to be 
taken to prevent them from       
accessing the more sensitive areas. 
Communion rails came into use for 
a very practical purpose, not just 
of supporting elbows, but of keep-
ing dogs and other stray animals 
away from the altar area. 
In 1636, the Bishop of Norwich  
ordered that an altar rail be        
installed in all churches, stretching 
from the North to South walls, one 
yard in height and (quote) '…with 
many pillars so that dogges could 
not gett in'  
The present communion rail in St 
Mary’s is an earlier one, first re-
moved and then found when the 
church underwent restoration in 
the 19th c. and replaced in its pre-
sent position. 
Following the fourth Lateran Coun-
cil of 1215, clergy were required to 
ensure that the blessed  

sacrament be kept protected 
from irreverent access or abuse 
and accordingly the area of the 
church used by the congregation 
was to be screened off from that 
used by the clergy. Apart from 
the congregation, pet dogs were 
often taken to church and a dog-
proof barrier was needed. Barri-
ers demarcating the chancel, 
such as the rood screen,          
became increasingly elaborate, 
but were largely swept away 
after both the Protestant Refor-
mation and the Counter-
Reformation who wished for the 
congregation to have a good 
view of what was happening in 
the chancel.    

‘So they 

do say…!’ 

Altar rail:                                                       
‘…so that dogges could not gett in' 

TW 
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Library  

Van 
T he Library van will be parked 

in the village hall carpark on 
Tuesday 3rd and Tuesday 17th 
April     09.45 - 10.15. 

 

Tombola 

Prizes 
 

T ombola prizes are        
required for the Spring 

Fair to be held on Bank Holi-
day Monday. 

Please give any prizes to     
either Sue Boxall (Quackers, 
The Street), Tracey Block (The 
Briars) or to the village coffee 
morning before Friday 4th 
May. 

Prizes can be any new gifts, 
food or drink but please       
ensure any food or drink is in 
date. 

Many thanks from the ECP 
Committee. 

Club 

Draw 

T he latest winning numbers 
for the Evington                                 

Community Project 100 club            
March draw are:  

 
1st Prize:   No.  45  
2nd Prize: No:  33 
3rd Prize: No:  57 

Magazine 

Articles 
 

P lease ensure that all                
articles for the magazine 

are submitted by the 15th of the 
month. 
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EVINGTON COMMUNITY PROJECT 

SPRING FAIR 
Monday 7th May, 2018 

From 12.30pm on the Football Field,            
Hastingleigh 

 
Raffle - Tombola - BBQ   

Beer Tent - Teas - Cakes   
Evington Gardeners’ Plant Stall  

 Coconut Shy - Face Painting 
Maypole Dancing 

Art Exhibition in Evington Village Hall  
Evington Community Choir 

Traditional Sideshows  
 

and many more attractions  

Sponsored by the local Parish Council 
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Church services in the Parish Upon The Hills 

1/4 
Easter 
Sunday 

10.00—Elmsted—Group service for all churches 

8/4 
Second 
Sunday 

08.00—Waltham – BCP Communion,                                 
11.00—Petham – Communion 
Note  - Bodsham School– No Messy church due to holidays 

15/4 
Third 

Sunday 

09:30—Waltham Communion 
11:00—Hastingleigh Communion 
18.00—Elmsted Choral Evensong 

22/4 
Fourth 
Sunday 

09:30—Elmsted Communion 
11:00—Hastingleigh Communion 
11:00—Petham Family Communion 

29/4 
Fifth 

Sunday 
10.30—Elmsted - Benefice service for all Wye Benefice 
churches 

Mar 31st 
Apr 7th 

Mrs Bowes 
Mrs Helmer 
Mrs Green 

Mrs Healy 
Mrs Denny 
Mrs Pearce 

Apr 14th 
Apr 21st 

Mrs Young 
Mrs Courtney 
Mrs Jerrom 

Mrs Fox 
Mrs Leutner 

Apr 28th 
May 5th 
  

Mrs Bacon 
Mrs Geering 
Mrs Sharp 
Mrs Hill 

Mrs Green 
Mrs Calcutt  

This month’s church flowers and cleaning volunteers: 

   St Mary’s       St James’ 

20 



23 

 

 

21 

Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450  ra-
vi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk  Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine Lawrence 
(with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, Elmsted, Petham, Waltham): 
The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409 lor-
raine_lawrence@btinternet.com. Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon 01233 
750327, Mrs Ten Hove 01227 700460. United Wye Benefice 01233 813793 
www.wyebenefice.org.uk 

Diary Dates - April 

 
Wed      4th Coffee Morning    10.30 - 11.30 
   Evington Community Choir  19.00  21.00 
Thurs  5th Bop Shop     13.45 - 14.30 
   W.I. Meeting    19.30 - 22.00 
Sun          8th Footpath Group    14.00 
Tues       10th Hastingleigh P.C Meeting  19.45 
Thurs     12th Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
Fri          13th   Whist Drive    19.00 - 22.00 
Sat         14th ECP Film Night    16.00 - 23.00 
Tues      17th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
   Evington Gardeners’   19.30 - 21.30 
Wed      18th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs     19th Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
   Bop Shop     13.45 - 14.30 
Tues       24th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
   Evington Hall Committee AGM 19.30 - 21.30 
Wed       25th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs     26th Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
   Bop Shop     13.45 - 14.30 
   The Guild for the Deaf AGM  19.00 
 
All events at the village hall unless otherwise stated 
 
Library van at the hall carpark on Tuesday  3rd and 17th April 
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 ELMSTED CHURCH  
Lunches & Teas  

 
  
 
  

 
 

Sunday 27th May, 2018 
Noon - 4pm 

There will be delicious home cooked lunches and an 
array of home baked cakes and deserts.  

We will have a plant stall with strong, healthy     
perennials and vegetable plants for sale to        

cheer up your garden.  
Live music by Leon Hastwell 

 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For further details please contact Vanessa London 01233 750427  
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The Bowl Inn 
Easter Opening Times 2018 

 
Good Friday 30th March  

Open all day from midday 
 

Saturday 31st March  
Open all day from midday 

 

Easter Sunday 1st April  
Open from midday until 9pm 

 

Easter Monday 2nd April 
Open from midday until 6pm 

 

 Tuesday 3rd April 
Closed 

 

Wednesday 4th April 
Open from 5pm  
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•You can choose any of the named 
GPs working that day, this is not a 
guarantee but we will do or best. 
•You can ask the GP to respond to 
you by telephone or email  
•You can login now, without any 
paperwork 
•It includes a self-help option that 
searches NHS Choices for all refer-
ences to your nominated subject 
•All information you enter is pro-
tected by our GP-Patient confidenti-
ality process and forms part of your 
medical records? 
•If you have any more questions 
before using the service, please ask 
at reception. 

If you have a health problem 
that can’t wait, phone the surgery 
as usual for a GP appointment. “ 

To use the askmyGP service, 
go to the Wye surgery website 
( www.wyesurgery.co.uk) and             
askmyGP is on the front page. The 
first time you use it you have to en-
ter your name, date of birth, gender 
and phone number. Parents and 
carers can use the service for chil-
dren and family members. There 
are boxes for you to write your 
question and to say what help you 
would like. You will receive a confir-
mation email once you have sent 
your request and you should receive 
an answer within a working day.  

         Penny Haynes  Chair PPG 

Wye PPG 
Ask My GP 

I f you have a non urgent problem 
or a question that is bothering 

you, you can now email the surgery. 
A doctor’s appointment is not al-
ways necessary. Sometimes you 
might want to get reliable  infor-
mation at home on a health matter, 
have a question for the administra-
tion team or receive some guidance 
from your GP on how to cope. In 
which case, you can use  askmyGP, 
a new service now available for   
patients of Wye surgery.  This is in 
addition to Patient Access, where 
you can book appointments and 
order repeat prescriptions on line 
and of course you can still phone 
the surgery if you don’t use the In-
ternet.  

The surgery says :- “ askmyGP 
is a secure e-mail service – it’s the 
quickest and easiest way to get help 
from the GPs at Wye Surgery: 

•Use askmyGP anytime - 24/7 
•We respond 8am to 6.30pm, 

Mon to Fri (except bank holidays) 
•In working hours, you should 

expect a response within one work-
ing day. 

•Registered patients can use 
the service as well as family mem-
bers/parents or carers on their be-
half. 
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       Your Pet in Portrait 

      mary.belotti@gmail.com 

     07530 733352 
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M any of you passing along the 
road between Hastingleigh 

and Elmsted will have noticed that 
some of the Poplars have been cut 
down near the pottery where a 
commercial drive is being laid. 

We did this with much reluc-
tance, but in order to create a safer 
commercial drive from the pottery, 
we approached Shepway Council 
and the Highways Dept., they were 
in favour of our proposal, on condi-
tion we had a tree survey report 
carried out, and also a Traffic moni-
tor counter to ascertain the safety 
of the proposed new drive. 

The Traffic counter concluded 
that approximately 350 cars pass 
daily at an average speed of 28 
mph., with this information, we 
needed visibility splay lines of 28 
metres either side, which required 
the removal of 19 poplars The tree 
report found that, the 19 Aspen 
Poplars that form part of the avenue 
(150) in total are considered to be in 
overall structural and physiological 
decline. They were all planted in the 
early 1960 s, as with all even aged 
tree stocks, whilst they all mature 
and grow at roughly the same rate, 
they also decline at roughly the 

same rate, and sadly many of which 
can be observed in the whole      
avenue. 

Poplars having a naturally short 
life span 65 years, are now consid-
ered unsuitable for urban and road-
side planting and as they do not die 
gracefully but their lightweight 
weak and brittle wood shatters easi-
ly, makes them extremely hazard-
ous to roadside users. 

Our plan is to replace, set back 
further from the existing line with 
Hornbeam (Fran’s Fontaine) a native 
deciduous broadleaved species, this 
will mitigate the loss of the 19 Pop-
lars and will ensure not only the 
continuity of the avenue feature but 
will also introduce much younger 
and long lived trees that will inevita-
bly out live the current stock of Pop-
lars.  

The Hornbeam variety we have 
planted grows particularly tall and 
slender, they are of significant value 
to wildlife, providing plant food for 
caterpillars and a number of moth 
species, including the nut tree tus-
sock, small birds and mammals. 

Having a life expectancy of 300 
years we hope these Hornbeam will 
become a rather beautiful replace-
ment for what was there, and en-
joyed by many generations to come. 
                                          Rose Robus 

                                

The Poplar 

Avenue 
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ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE 
 
CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
01233 750378    07866 002627 
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.uk 

Lady Painter 

Nick Horton 
COUNTRY GRASSCARE 

 
Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing 

For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards 
 

Small business — Established 10 years 
No VAT 

 
Contact Nick on 07787 411685 

01233 812848 
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In The           

Garden 
T he fine weather we had         

between the snow provided an 
opportunity to clear away all the 
leaves and dead shoots from the per-
ennial borders. Shred any branches 
and shoots and add them to the com-
post heap. Add a high nitrogen ferti-
lizer like   chicken manure to the com-
post and cover with an old carpet. 
This will help the compost heap to 
warm up and will speed up the com-
posting process. 

I have had a nice show of bulbs 
this year. Before the leaves die down     
divide up some of the larger groups 
and plant where there are gaps. This 
is often referred to as “planting in the 
green” and is commonly carried out 
for snowdrops. Where possible devel-
op a swathe of bulbs. This gives a 
greater impact and reduces the prob-
lem in the border where you lose 
sight of where they are when their 
leaves have died down. An alternative 
is to plant in areas of grass where 
mowing can be left to later in the sea-
son. This has been a good year for 
Cyclaman . They grow readily in my 
garden, self seed and provide a col-
ourful display. They are useful in that 
they will grow well in partial shade. 

If you have not already pruned 
shrubs like Roses and Hydrangeas, 

    29 

this needs to be done taking great 
care not to damage the emerging 
shoots. Thin out old wood and cut 
back to an outward facing bud. 
Leave an open structure so light can 
penetrate into the plant. Pruning 
will stimulate the plant to produce 
fresh growth, you need to add ferti-
lizer to encourage this. I generally 
find people tend to prune too little 
and the plant becomes congested. 
Most plants are quite robust and 
you should cut to produce the shape 
of plant you require. 

For the glasshouse I generally 
buy plug plants from the garden 
centre. The high cost of seed and 
the need to get plants in early I find 
these are cost effective. It is         
important however to get strong 
growing plants not stretched by   
being kept in the low light of a shop. 
Water them well and pot them on 
into larger pots or a sectional tray. 
Use general purpose compost and 
add grit (25%) for drainage and a 
small amount of slow release ferti-
lizer. These plants will have an early 
start and grow more quickly when 
planted out. 

There is still time to divide peren-
nial plants. When you do this, add 
plenty of compost. This will stimu-
late stronger growth in plants. 

                                                     SB                                  
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 AFB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken 
Electrical condition reports 

Heating controls – including the new 
smart “nest” thermostat 

 
 

Contact Andy Burchell: 
 01233 632424 or 07739 259953 

aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 
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Villagers’  

Recipes  

Past & Present 

This month I have I have con-
tinued along the Bodsham 
school theme and have included 
a Gipsy Tart recipe submitted by 
Mrs Joyce Martin, who worked 
in the school kitchen for 13 
years, 10 years as cook.   

Joyce moved to Hastingleigh 
in 1955 when she married Ron. 
They lived in a caravan opposite 
Vigo Farm for a short while     
before moving into Black 
Cottage opposite the village hall. 
In 1958 they moved into Beck-
etts Close where they lived for 
43 years before moving to Wye 
where Joyce is still a resident. 

W hilst sorting out some 
books, I found a recipe 

book produced by villagers to 
raise funds for both 
Hastingleigh and Elmsted 
churches in the late 70’s/early 
80’s. 

Where there is space I will 
include some along with a few 
lines about the person and their 
connection to the village. 

GIPSY TART 
Pastry 
8oz self-raising flour 
2oz lard 
2oz margarine 
1 fl oz water 
Filling 
13oz moist brown sugar 
1 small tin evaporated milk 
1/4 of a lemon (juice only) 
 
Make the pastry and bake blind. 
Whip the evaporated milk and 
lemon juice until thick and fluffy. 
Add the sugar and fold in                     
carefully. 
Place mixture in pastry case and 
cook in a low oven for 30 mins 
until set. 
Enough for 2 x 8” sponge tins. 

Before Joyce went to work at 
Bodsham school she worked in  
Hastingleigh Stores and in her 
spare time made clothes including 
a wedding dress for Yvonne 
Helmer. 
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Rabbits, Moles, Squirrels, mice, rats, foxes etc 

Plus ALL Public health Insects. 

Written reports provided. 

24/7/365 Call out. www.oldeenlishpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email. barryluckhurst16bore@gmail.com 

Home 01233 640681 

Mobile 07790 532420 
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I  am sitting pondering the content 
of this article looking out the 

window at the rain.   Nature is defi-
nitely compensating for a dry 2017! 

Over the last few weeks we have 
seen every type of weather. Some 
sunshine, a lot of rain, wind, heavy 
snow and freezing temperatures.   

It was the bitter cold during the 
snow which caused us the most 
trouble. Every day was spent thaw-
ing out frozen pipes and troughs to 
ensure that all the animals had    
access to water.  It was finger numb-
ing work.  Each cow drinks several 
gallons of water each day.  They  
become thirsty quite quickly when 
the troughs freeze up.  Once they 
hear running water they all want to 
drink at the same time and before 
you know it the water troughs have 
been knocked over and chaos 
reigns…  The ball valves had frozen 
solid and would take some time to 
thaw out.  So, in an effort to get  
water quickly, we went back to the 
stop cock in the floor, disconnected 
the troughs and attached a piece of 
pipe.  This we used like a hose and 
just filled as many containers as pos-

sible.  This allowed the cattle to 
slake their thirst and gave us time 
to thaw things out.  Each ball valve 
was removed from its trough and 
soaked in hot water, dismantled, 
cleaned, reassembled and finally 
connected back to the mains.  It 
was mid-afternoon by the time  
everything was working again.    
Fingers were very cold and wet!  
Already the temperatures were 
dropping again and we just knew 
we would have to do it all again the 
next day… 

There is a degree of irony in as 
much as the frosty weather allowed 
us to clear out the yards.  A job that 
we had wanted to do for some 
time.  But the deep dung would 
have protected the pipes and made 
the job of keeping the water flow-
ing much easier.  All this is now  
behind us and we have clean yards 
and running water.  
In an effort to make a bit more 
room we have sold ten of last 
years’ steers in the first major store 
sale at Ashford.  I think we are now 
ready for calving.  The first calf, a 
nice heifer, was born last night. 

Yesterday was a nice day.  It 
allowed us to complete the first 
round of fertiliser spreading.  
Oilseed Rape, winter barley, second 
year wheat and the herbage seed 
crop had 250Kg/Ha of ammonium 
sulphate a few weeks ago.  This left 

Farming 

Notebook 
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RICHARD GILBERT 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 

Established 25 years 
 

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist – OFTEC & Gas Safe 
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates. 
Wood Burning Stove Installations   -   HETAS registered 
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and 
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers 
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations. 
 

All Domestic Plumbing including – Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including 
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher 
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators 
and thermostatic valves. 

01233 812566      07860 877836 
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is right. 
During the wet days we are lucky 
that we can take refuge in the potato 
grading shed.  We still have orders to 
fulfil.   The work is in the dry and it is 
relatively warm!    Soon we will take 
delivery of our input seed for 
planting in April.  This arrives in 1.25t 
bags and we empty these into our 
tonne boxes for inspection and stor-
age.  The ware market is still very de-
pressed and therefore growers are 
sticking with tried and tested varie-
ties to grow for next year.  They are 
reluctant to try anything new in an 
effort to minimise their risk.  The re-
sult is that we will also only plant es-
tablished varieties to, hopefully, 
guarantee a market for our seed next 
year 

All the beans that we grew for 
seed last year have now been collect-
ed.  We now only have oats and bar-
ley left to sell.  

It is still raining, and the weather 
bulletin is forecasting snow at the 
weekend…  Looking on the bright 
side, that will mean more free nitro-
gen! 

                       W Wilson-Haffenden 

us all the first year wheats which 
we have now done.  Despite the 
cold it is quite obvious that the 
crops have already responded to 
the nitrogen.  One of the few 
things I remember from school is 
that snow is a good way of 
providing nitrogen.  It absorbs N, 
the most abundant element in 
our atmosphere, as it forms and 
falls and then releases it into the 
soil.  So that is a small bonus… 
We are beginning to fall behind 
the calendar.  This time last year 
we had completed drilling the 
spring crops.  This year we have 
not started.  It will be a late 
spring…  However, the signs are 
there.  Lighter mornings and eve-
nings as the days draw out, prim-
roses in bloom in the hedgerows 
and temperatures slowly rising.  
It is easy to get itchy feet, but the 
soil conditions, not the date, are 
most important in good crop es-
tablishment.  Apart from the po-
tatoes which we would normally 
plant from mid-April onwards, 
we have spring beans and spring 
oats, both as seed crops, to plant.  
We will be ready when the time 

Farming               

Notebook cont. 
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Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students; 

Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels. 
Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress. 

I ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF MASSAGE TREATMENTS: 
To ease stiff joints, promote health and well being and for stress. 
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach) 

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175 
lynnsaxby@gmail.com 

 

WALTHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
MON EVENINGS 

PETHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
WED EVENINGS 

YOGA CLASSES 

Louise Courtenay   01233 750439 
louise@cgflowers.co.uk  07776 161368 
Anna Geering    01227 709808 
anna@cgflowers.co.uk  07776 161368 

Event flowers   www.cgflowers.co.uk 

• Parties 
• Sympathy 
• Weddings  

mailto:lynnsaxby@gmail.com
mailto:louise@cgflowers.co.uk
mailto:anna@cgflowers.co.uk
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In Aid of the Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund 
Registered Charity:  283483  

Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN 
Tel: 01303 862622 ~ Fax: 01303 863007 

Website: www.lordwhisky.co.uk ~ Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com 

  

Boot & Spring Fayre, Saturday 5th May 
at Park House, Stelling Minnis CT4 6AN 

Boots from 8am ~ Cars £7/Vans £10 
Entertainment from 12 noon 

East Kent Piping Society ~ The Hawkinge Flyers ~ Sheep Shearing 
‘Froojamaflip and Fred’, in association with Applause Outdoors 
Bouncy Castle ~ Hot & Cold Refreshments ~ Tombola & more! 

Classic Cars Welcome 
Admission by donation ~ Plenty of free parking 

  
9th Annual Cyclo-Sportive  

Bank Holiday Monday, 28th May 
From 9am at Park House, Stelling Minnis 

Entry £20 in advance or £25 on the day. Choose from testing 50 or 72 mile 
routes on the quiet roads of the Kent Downs and the Romney Marsh. 

For more information and to download an entry form, see the Events page 
on our website at www.lordwhisky.co.uk or                                                    

email nickracingsnake@btinternet.com   
  

Visit the Lord Whisky Tearooms and Gift Shop 
Gate Lane, Rhodes Minnis CT4 6XY 

Open daily 10am - 4pm. Tel 01303 862349 
Freshly prepared Breakfasts, Lunches, Teas and Snacks 

Come and try our delicious Sunday Roasts 
Home-made cakes ~ Good Quality Bric-a-Brac and                                                      

Lord Whisky Gifts.  We can cater for wakes, christenings and birthday        
parties etc. at times to suit you 

Please contact us to discuss your requirements  
Find us on Facebook: The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund Kent 

Follow us on Twitter: @lordwhiskykent 
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COUNSELLING 
SERVICES 

Bev Russell 
DipCouns 
MBACP 

brcounselling@yahoo.co.uk 

www.brcounselling.co.uk 

07505 749643 

0344 880 7700  

38 
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• VANESSA LONDON 

 

 

ROZ BACON 

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 5HU 

01233 750327 (ans) 
roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Qualified Guide to City of 
Canterbury and 

Cathedral Guide. 
Delightful rooms in a 

lovely village. 

CHILHAM FEEDS 

01227 731159 

 
9am  -  5pm weekdays,  9am  -  1pm Saturdays 

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks 
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc. 

Bedding  -  Vitamins  -  Supplements  -  Conditioners  - Accessories 

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent 

Style Matters 

CVs, Brochures, Programmes. Wedding and Personal Stationery. 
Proofreading and research services. 
Special rates for Students: theses etc. 
 

Telephone: 01233 750425 
Emails: kerry.relton@googlemail.com 
jill.relton@tesco.net 
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SIX MILE GARAGE LTD 
 

STONE STREET, STELLING MINNIS, CANTERBURY, CT4 6DN 

www.sixmilegarage.co.uk 

01227 709214/491  Fax: 01227 709331 

 Service and Repairs to Cars and  Light Commercial Vehicle 

•  Class 4 and 7 M.O.T Testing 
• Diagnostic Tuning Centre 
• Accident Repair Centre 
• Car Sales 
• Collection & Delivery 

 

Forecourt Petrol & Shop                            Open 7 Days a Week 
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S.C.S. 
Southern Cesspool Services 

Card Payment 
Accepted 

All Types of Tanks Emptied 

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks 
Treatment Plants 

High Pressure drain jetting 
Soakaways etc 

 

Regular Automatic Bookings 
 

01233 646767 / 07773 491356 

                             

 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com    info@southerncesspoolservices.com 

Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service 

For That Quality Service 
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Well-behaved 

dogs welcome 

 

 

 

 

Kent ales 

and ciders. 

Wines & lagers 

Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm 

The Timber Batts Inn 
A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham 

 
 

Wood-fired pizza 

Game-burgers 

Fish ’n’ chips 

 

See Facebook for  

food availability 

 

School Hill 

Bodsham 

01233 750083 

www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com 

Also home to Kaos Blacksmiths: www.kaosblacksmiths.com 


