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  Elmsted and 
  Hastingleigh 
  Community 
  Contacts 

 
Elmsted Parish Council Tracey Block    01233 750415 
 

Hastingleigh Parish Council Tracey Block    01233 750415 
 

Evington Hall (Bookings)  Shelley  07401 908249 
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk) bookings@evingtonhall.org.uk  
   

Evington Hall Committee Hon Sec Mrs H French  01233 750483  
 

ECP Hon Sec  Mrs S Boxall     01233 750206 
 
Evington Gardeners Hon Sec Mrs H Ransley 01233 750949 
 

Evington Community Choir Mrs C Jeffery    01233 750585 
 

Art Group Mrs V Kerry      01227 700843 
 

Footpath Walks 
Mr D Harris 01233 813711 
 

Women’s Institute  
Mrs J Bowes 01233 811875 
 

Parent and Toddler Group  
Mrs L Lawrence 01233 750987 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Hastingleigh   
Mr G Block 01233 750415 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Elmsted  
Mr J Argar 01233 750311 
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Submissions 
The Community News takes no      
responsibility for misleading                
advertising or incorrect editorial               
supplied to us in good faith. 
 
Please provide any promotional or 
editorial content in Word format  
rather than pdf. For length, grammar 
and style issues the Editor reserves 
the right to edit it. 

A s these uncertain times continue, 
we are all adapting to a different 

way of living. I am seeing so many 
lovely stories of people helping others. 
We are grateful to all those that have 
still provided articles for this months 
edition, and would still love to see new 
content in the magazine, so please do 
send us any articles, puzzles or recipes 
you would like to share. I would like to 
say a big thank you to the Community 
News team, who are working hard to 
make sure you still receive a copy of 
the magazine, and our wonderful 
distributors are still happy to deliver 
the printed version to your homes. All 
the time our printers are printing, we 
will endeavour to make sure the 
community news is delivered, and if 
they do have to close, we will produce 
an electronic version.  If this becomes 
necessary and you would like receive 
an electronic copy please send your 
email address to the newsletter 
secretary at 
secretary.communitynews@gmail.com, 
GDPR will be adhered to. 

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk 
Advertising: advertising.communitynews@gmail.com 

Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com 
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT. 

mailto:secretary.communitynews@gmail.com
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FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS 
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 

WALLPAPERING 

FREE Estimates 

07710 130275 
01233 750450 

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com 

www.davidfarnfield.com 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

DAVID FARNFIELD 

Tree Work Contractor 
 

Tree Surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed. 
 

Hedge cutting. 
 

Stump grinding. 
 

Operated van mounted cherry  
picker for hire by the hour  
(60ft max height, IPAF qualified) 
 

Fully insured with 25 years local experience.  
 

Toby Gardener                                     07831 473981 
Beriscolt                                     (Eve) 01233 750489 
Hastingleigh                         tandrgardener@btinternet.com 
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Chris Dryland 

 

small projects large projects  emergencies 

Most aspects  of  Household and  Garden Maintenance 

 

Also 

Tipis for hire 

www.bighilltipis.co.uk 

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787 
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https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgkd2RzJ3hAhUyAWMBHeEjC1cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fhouse-construction-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw01lQN7p1R6JonSnSM05CYQ&ust=155361368497
http://blackbrooks.co.uk/product/bag-of-logs/
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LOGS & FIREWOOD 
For Good Quality, 
Seasoned 

Ash or mixed logs 
(dry) 

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570 

Wye Beauty 
Electrolysis hair removal, Anti ageing facials, Microdermabrasion, 
Skin tag, red vein and milia treatment 
Manicures/pedicures, Threading, Waxing 
Ear piercing 
Microcurrent face lifting 
Chiropodist services 
Sports massage, Indian Head Massage 
Semi permanent makeup 
Spray tanning 
Tues - Fri 8.30am  - 5 pm.                                                                    
Sat 9am - 1pm (later by appointment) 
Gift vouchers available 
40years experience, Fully qualified staff 
29 Bridge Street, Wye 
TN25 5ED 
Tel: 01233 811550 
Email: wyebeauty@live.com 
www.rtbs.co.uk 
Major credit cards accepted 
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john@browningbuilders.co.uk 

Mobile 07770667238 

 

DAVE   YOUNG  &  PAUL   HARRIS 
 

   Registered Electrical Contractors 
     All types of installation work carried out 
                              Fully Insured 
 

          New Install   -   Rewires 
       Fault Finding   -   Repairs 

 

        FARM      DOMESTIC     COMMERCIAL 
Dave    07830148333     daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk 
Paul     07940983052      paul_s_harris@sky.com  

mailto:daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:paul_s_harris@sky.com
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WYNCOT KENNELS 
and 

CATTERY 
(Hastingleigh) 

 

FOR COMFORT AND PEACE OF MIND 
WHERE A WARM CARING ATMOSPHERE 

IS ALWAYS AT HAND 
 

HEATED KENNELS AND CATTERY 
FULLY LICENCED, FULLY TRAINED & CARING STAFF 

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 
 

Set in 9 acres overlooking the picturesque Kent Downs, we have 3 large paddocks 
where  the dogs are individually exercised and played with 

INSPECTION WELCOMED 
(8.30 - 11.30) - (2.00 - 5.00) 

7 days a week 
Phone 01233 750323 for any further details 
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ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER 

Sculpture and carving in wood 
Architectural lettering in stone and wood 
Fine printmaking and painting 
 
The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane 
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW 
Telephone: 01233 750305 

VANESSA LONDON 

 

 

ROZ BACON 

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 5HU 

01233 750327 (ans) 
roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Qualified Guide to City of 
Canterbury and 

Cathedral Guide. 
Delightful rooms in a 

lovely village. 

CHILHAM FEEDS 

01227 731159 

 
9am  -  5pm weekdays,  9am  -  1pm Saturdays 

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks 
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc. 

Bedding  -  Vitamins  -  Supplements  -  Conditioners  - Accessories 

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent 
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                            MATHS TUITION 
 

▪  GCSE & iGCSE 
▪  Key Stage 3 and 4 
▪  Entrance exams 
▪  15+ years experience of tutoring 
▪  Enhanced DBS certificate 
 

       I am patient, reliable and approachable. 
Using a wide range of resources I enable students                                              

to reach their potential. 
 

   Please contact:    Clare Newman 01227 700291 for further details.  
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Cedar Tree Care 
 

All types of work undertaken: 

      ▪ Crown Lifting   ▪ Crown Reductions 
      ▪ Pollarding    ▪ Dismantling and Removals 
      ▪Hedge Maintenance  ▪ Stump Grinding and Removal 
      ▪ Woodland Management ▪ Mobile Saw Milling 
                  ▪ All Year Round Seasoned Logs Available  
 

Fully insured and NPTC qualified with over                                                     
15 years of experience. 

 

Contact Tom 
Mobile: 07769908027      Email: Linchlot5@gmail.com 
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The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

FREELANCE HAIRDRESSER 

 
Have your hair styled in the 
comfort of your own home 
Contact Lynne 07805087232  

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

info@bodshamholidaylets.com 

Paul Boxall                    
Local 

Traditional                       
Window Cleaner 

01233 750206 
07999470889 

D Wallis Decorating 

 
For all your painting and                      

decorating needs. 

Call Dougie on 
Home: 01233 750308 
Mobile: 07853868901 

Over 45 years’ experience 
Free estimates 
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W.I during WWII 

Hastingleigh with Elmsted WI  

B y 1939 the WI was a well established pillar of rural life, with institutes 
in 5,500 villages. Due to having taken a strong anti-war stance, the 

National Executive Committee struggled to decide if the WI would be able 
to help the war effort. However, the chairman at that time, Lady Denman, 
realised that WI members would want to “do their bit”, and suggested that 
they might be called upon to help with evacuees and rural food production; 
a prediction that proved correct.  
      During the war WI members made significant contributions to rural food 
production: operating market stalls to sell surplus fruit and veg from     
members allotments and smallholders plots; helping the women’s voluntary 
service to distribute and sell pies to agricultural workers as part of the rural 
district pie scheme; growing onions after the fall of France in 1940 meant 
importing food was no longer possible, one WI federation harvested 13 tons 
of onions; collecting rosehips for pharmacists to make into rosehip syrup for 
vitamin C as oranges, an important source of vitamin C, were scarce and 
children were prioritised when they were available. One aspect of rural food 
production during the war has become synonymous with the WI; jam    
making. In 1939, it became obvious that the bumper summer harvest of 
fruit would be wasted, unless it was turned into jam. The WI headquarters 
secured sugar supplies direct from the Ministry of Food, and so WI        
members started making jam on an epic scale, making a significant          
contribution to British food supplies. It is estimated that in the first wave of 
jam making, 450 tons of fruit were saved from rotting. From 1940, once  
rationing came into force, there were tighter controls on sugar supplies and 
when and where jam could be sold. Strict records had to be kept and the 
Ministry of Food supervised the jam making more closely, with preservation 
centres set up in villages or close to where the fruit was harvested. 
      Due to the current climate, we are unable to meet at the moment but 
held virtual competitions for flower of the month and the monthly           
competition. The Flower of the Month winner for April was Sally Morley-
Smith, and the winner of the April competition (something white, purple 
and green) was Lorraine Lawrence. 
      In accordance with the guidance on social distancing, meetings are     
cancelled until further notice.                                                        Marie Wenham 
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In The Garden 

W e live in strange times.  After a continually wet winter when it  
became next to impossible to work the soil in our gardens and we 

were all behind with our work, late March and into mid April at least 
turned unremittingly dry and the top soil became parched. 
      We live in strange times.  Not only are the garden centres shut to  
visitors with the possibility of millions of plants being thrown away, but 
suddenly there has been an unprecedented demand for seeds,                
particularly vegetable seeds I understand.  The great majority of                
villagers on these hills are lucky enough to have a garden for sunshine,              
recreation and fresh air and to grow plants.  But not everybody is so 
lucky in this lock-down time. 
      So what can you grow in your garden that will give a quick return and 
how much space do you need?  Actually you can grow quite a bit in a 
very small space, or even a couple of window boxes or a pot or two in a 
conservatory and there is no reason flowers and vegetables should not 
be mixed up in the same beds.  To a degree you can also grow vertically 
with climbing beans, tall growing peas and cordon tomatoes. 
      But you do need seeds, and buying on line may take a bit longer than 
in normal times as merchants and seed houses work extra hours          
dispatching orders to cope with the demand.  When they arrive and you 
have not got any seed or multi-purpose compost you may be able to 
scrape or sieve some fine soil from an existing bed.  The papier-maché 
wells from egg cartons can serve as a pot for the soil, compost and seeds 
as well as the cut down cardboard centre from toilet rolls – I have it on 
good authority that the panic buying of loo paper has eased! 
      It will all take some time; moisture and a good temperature is vital for 
germination and then your tiny plants will need nurturing to grow before 
you can plant them out.  Realistically, it’s a job of weeks.  But, no matter.   
I hope this will start a trend and you will decide to make it a habit and 
plan and think in the long term to help feed yourself and your family. 
      Seeds are fascinating items and each one contains the essence and 
energy of the whole plant.  (As the old Grace for our food on the table 
says  ‘…The bread within a grain, the apple within a pip, the mystery of 
nature gift wrapped for us to sow……’).   F1 hybrid seeds will not                    
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reproduce true if you retain the ripe seeds from mature plants, but the 
spin-off will be the potential for greater yields and some disease                     
resistance.  The down side is a loss of bio-diversity for the future                       
well-being of the planet.  Most of the seeds I buy and use are ‘open             
pollinated’ and their seeds will breed true just as they have for countless 
past generations.  They will, of course, happily cross-pollinate so you 
could get some ‘interesting’ results you weren’t looking for!  Distance 
from the same type of plants is critical.  However, in this way I have some 
plants such as beans, peas and shallots, for example, that I have grown, 
saved seed from and planted the next year and so on for more years 
than I care to remember. 
      And another thing, seed packet labels will inform you that the seeds 
were packed by such-and-such a date.  True.  But this does not                         
necessarily mean that they were grown within the date declared.  They 
may be older and this is a reason why the germination of your own saved 
seeds can be better than bought ones.                                                     Fred                               

‘So they do say.! 
O ur solar system lies about 2/3 from the centre of our galaxy, 

the Milky Way Galaxy, which is so huge that light takes 100,000 
years to travel from one end to the other traveling at 186,000 miles 
per second. The Moon is about 265,000 miles from earth and the 
light takes about 1½ seconds to reach Earth. Light from the Sun: 8.5 
minutes.  THAT is ‘massive’. 
      A butterfly has sensory hairs in its feet which allow it to detect the 
health of a tree where it is considering laying its eggs. It is able to 
‘taste’ 6 different substances which assures it that the tree is healthy 
and long-lived enough to allow the eggs to hatch and the caterpillar 
to reach maturity. 
      This is a genuine joke from the 14th century:- 
One merchant asks another, “Are you married?” 
The second merchant replies, “I had three wives but they all hanged 
themselves from a tree in my garden”. 
The first one says, “Pray give me a cutting from this miraculous tree!” 
                                                     TW 
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Unearthed, but Not Solved! 

I n 2014, Sir Charles Jessel wrote an article for this magazine,               
explaining why he thought St. Mary the Virgin church was built in 

the valley and not higher up on the hills, like many of the other 
churches nearby. 
      As a dowser who can detect underground water and 'energy'             
telluric lines, he suggested that, possibly, St. Augustine and Pope 
Gregory had instructed their Christian followers to build churches on 
top of heathen sites of worship instead of destroying them.  Sir 
Charles suggested that there may have been some form of heathen 
temple where St. Mary's stands and that, possibly, 'standing stones' 
may have marked the site.  The energy ley lines flow from north to 
south, through the north entrance to the church (which is a Norman 
doorway - now leading to the new extension) and across to the south 
entrance (which has been blocked up for hundreds of years).   
      Outside the church, by this blocked-up south doorway, is a stone 
slab which has been partially covered by vegetation.  It is a large 
stone, being 6 ' 5" (195cms) long, and 2'6" (73cm) at the widest point, 
tapering a little to 18" (46cm).  Its depth is 6" (15.26cm). 
This stone is not of local material, like chalk, sandstone (brash) or 
flint; and it must have been difficult to move to this site from                  
wherever it originated. 
      Could it be a 'standing stone' from some time before Christianity 
came to these parts after 600AD?? Or what...? 
Ideas, please!                                        Roz Bacon                                                                                      

A Mystery 

VE75 Celebrations - 8th May 2020 
  
Unfortunately, the celebration of the 75th anniversary of           
VE Day on the 8th May has been postponed due to the                       
Coronavirus lockdown.  Further details as and when. 
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A fter 30 years, the Flute Studio has closed. Since it began in 1990, 
173 students and teachers have attended from Australia,                 

Austria, Belgium, Canada, China, Croatia, France, Germany, Holland, 
Japan (21) Korea, Latvia, Lithuania, Malaysia, Norway, Poland, Russia, 
Singapore, Sweden, Taiwan (9), USA (46) and the UK. The oldest               
student was 58 and the youngest 17. 
      During that 30 years we gave 27 Christmas Concerts at St Mary’s 
Church usually followed by Supper at the Village Hall and also played 
for the Gardening Society Christmas meeting many times too.  
      The students are holding principal positions with several of the 
world’s famous Symphony Orchestras including Tokyo, Melbourne, 
Los Angeles, Cape Town, Lisbon, Toronto, Detroit etc. 
      During the studio time, distinguished visitors visited the Studio to 
give specialist classes including Sir James Galway who came several 
times. 
      The past students keep in touch several times a year, sending 
letters and photos of family via the Studio Newsletter.   
      The students stayed at various places in the two Villages: for 20 
years with Carol and Andy Jakeman at the New Dairy, and with the 
Brownings at the Old Dairy; with Anne and James Nichols at Oak 
Cottage, and with Jenny and George Denny in Elmsted. They also 
stayed with Sarah and Chris Pell, and latterly at the Old Sawmill with 
Caroline PGilson in Hastingleigh. Paul and Sue Boxall have been very 
helpful to them in emergencies and entertained them too as well as 
annually teaching them whist, and Robin Helmer recorded their 
efforts at Concerts, giving them all DVD each year!   
      A big Thank You to you all, and to others in the Village, for your 
help and hospitality to our visitors.  
                         TW 
 

The Flute Studio 
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I  have been asked a few times to write something for the                       
Community News but hadn’t found the time. I’ve now been                   

furloughed from my job as a small animal vet in south Wales so have 
plenty of time and no excuse.  
      I first began to have an interest in working with animals while   
caring for some of Elmsted Court Farm’s sock lambs in the garden 
aged about six or seven, from then on I said I was going to be a vet 
rather than an astronaut.  
      The idea of becoming a vet remained in the back of my mind but I 
didn’t look into what it would require until choosing A levels. The  
universities wanted biology and chemistry with one other subject so I 
took those two with physics and history for the first year and 
dropped physics for the second level. There is more to the application 
than just getting the grades however. The four universities I applied 
to all asked for a number of weeks of work experience before                      
applying, both with vets and in  other animal settings. I spent two 
weeks lambing at Dean Farm (and am very grateful I was able to go 
back there for the following six years in my Easter breaks), a couple 
of days on a dairy farm, a day at a pig farm and five weeks in local vet 
practices. I was also lucky enough to get a weeks placement at the 
Big Cat Sanctuary in Smarden, helping with maintenance around the 
site and getting very close to some of the cats.  
      The application process involved writing a 4000 character                   
personal statement covering my academic work, work experience 
and extracurricular interests, all trying to sell myself and secure an 
interview. I must have written something they liked because I was 
offered an interview at all four universities I applied to, the Royal    
Veterinary  College (RVC) in London, Bristol, Nottingham and the new 
vet school at Surrey who’s first intake was my year.  
      The interviews varied slightly but all involved a series of five                
minute stations with calculations, discussions about ethical issues 

Tails from Wales  
Part One (from Hastingleigh) 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fdog-silhouette-vector-22362973&psig=AOvVaw2PUdmNhMQmY1Xlxgjdx6fM&ust=1587115970406000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDB2vbR7OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAR
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.creativefabrica.com%2Fproduct%2Fsilhouette-of-cat-laying-down-with-paw-hanging-down-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw0II7HKYzwAekVm82oQ_qGu&ust=1587115631230000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJC7idHQ7OgCFQAA
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Club 

and questions about my personal statement amongst other things. 
One of the stations had a list of jobs to do at a vet practice first thing 
in the morning which we were asked to put in the order we would do 
them and justify our reasoning, another had a box of different length 
wires and instructions to make a shape using one of the lengths of 
wire. The discussions included what would happen if I had put the 
wrong dog to sleep and how I would explain to an owner that I had 
lost a dog’s blanket after their dog had been euthanised. At another 
of the stations I was met with a series of photographs, a working   
donkey, a barking dog and a supermarket frozen chicken with a price   
label on it, amongst others, and had to put them in order of what I 
viewed to be most ethically acceptable. This led to me being asked 
what I thought of the price of the frozen chicken, not an easy question 
as I had never bought one at the time. Some also had panel              
interviews, group interviews or a practical interview.  
      I must have said something right in the interviews as I was offered 
a place at both RVC and Bristol. The RVC was my preferred choice so I 
accepted their offer, made the grades they asked for so moved to 
London the following September.  
                                                                                                                     RJB 
 
 

T he ECP will hold all the outstanding draws once the 
isolation period has finished and the community can 

once again meet at the hall for a coffee and a chat. 
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E ven though Bodsham is missing it’s children and teachers we 
have still managed to stay a community by carrying on our              

tradition of egg decorating! Every year the children decorate eggs 
and the teachers vote for the most creative, this year we put the 
judging out to the local community!  

Bodsham School 
Egg-Decorating Competition 

Boris Johnson “We’re in this together” 
by Cally Maclennan 

This year there were joint winners: 
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Thank to the NHS 
By Emily and Jack Edwards 

2nd Joe Wicks 
by Edward Baur Shaw 

3rd Egg Shell Croc 
by Joe Hanton 
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W ell, here we all are, locked up in a situation none of us have 
ever experienced before! It’s beyond any of our life                         

experiences to be caught up in a global pandemic, facing an illness, 
which for some is no worse than a couple of days feeling poorly, right 
through to being hospitalised in intensive care, or even not coming 
through it at all. 
      Firstly, if anyone who is reading this has lost someone to Covid 19, 
then I can only say how very sorry I am for your loss. I can’t even 
begin to imagine how you feel, and to make things even worse, you 
can’t seek the solace of other loved ones, you can’t find comfort in 
the arms of a friend, and you can’t even keep your mind off how bad 
you feel with all the usual business of planning a funeral. It’s awful, 
and I’m truly sorry for anyone who finds themselves in this position. 
Also, for anyone who is grieving for a loved one who has died for             
other non Covid related reasons, my heart goes out to you all, and my 
prayers go with you. 
      Never before have we had to put our post into quarantine,                    
sterilise our food before we put it away, or shout to neighbours from 
great distances to ascertain that they are ok!  
      We have all been the givers and receivers of things and                         
sentiments we have never thought of, let alone needed, before.  Yet, 
in amongst all these strange, uncertain, unfamiliar and worrying 
times, I have been witness, either first or second hand, to some of the 
most extraordinary things, actions, sentiments and events I am ever 
likely to see, or come across again. 
      A few people started this by exhibiting some of the worst traits of 
human nature: they panicked and behaved incredibly selfishly,                 
hopefully actions which they now regret. However, instead of the  
majority saying; ‘if they can do it, so can I!’ people were                             
disappointed in their fellow man. They continued to shop just for 

From the Vicarage 
The Big Lock In 
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what they actually needed. They continued to shop for vulnerable 
neighbours who couldn’t get out. People went to sometimes                         
extraordinary lengths to help others, even those they barely knew. 
Streets became full of friends and neighbours instead of strangers and 
those on nodding acquaintance. Folk have given away produce at the 
garden gate; they have phoned, emailed, Facetimed, Skyped, 
Zoomed, Facebooked and YouTubed. 
      We’re probably talking to each other more now than we did when 
we were all out and about, seeing each other in the flesh! 
      There will always be some  in whom, this kind of event brings out 
the worst, but for the vast majority, it is thrilling and uplifting to see 
how much adversity brings out the best in us all. 
      Virtual church, community and school groups, to name but a few 
categories, have sprung up all over the web, and people are joining 
them, including those who would never have joined the same group 
in regular circumstances. As a Christian, I am of course pleased to see 
people turning to each other for spiritual and real support. I am so 
encouraged by my fellow human being, in seeing how much we care, 
how much we are prepared to give and how much we can do, for our 
fellow travellers on this scary new journey that none of us have 
walked before. 
      My blessings, my love and my best wishes go out to you all, those 
who  this has affected badly, those whom this has affected    mildly, 
and those whose lives will never quite be the same again. Thank you 
for being the ‘best you’ that you can be.  Keep making a difference for 
good and keep as safe as you possibly can. 
      If there is anyone reading this who is involved in healthcare, or any 
other frontline service, our heartfelt thanks go out to you, our prayers 
go with you, and thank God that there are people like you who are 
willing to step up and put themselves in the firing line, in order to try 
and keep the rest of us safe. 
      Thank you, everyone, for being the best you can be, doing the best 
you can do, and together we will come through this. If however, you 
are not working to get the rest of us through this, then please, we ask 
only one thing!  STAY INDOORS.                                                           LL 
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I t is a cliché, but we are living in extraordinary times.  No one could 
ever have imagined the whole country closing down and most of the 

population staying at home for weeks on end. But needs must, and let us 
hope that all our collective efforts bring the desired results.   
We are so fortunate, not only living in the countryside, but also being a 
key industry where work goes on almost as normal.  I cannot imagine 
what it would be like self-isolating as part of a large family in a small flat 
in a high-rise block in London. 
      Fortunately, the last of the potatoes were graded and despatched 
just after “lock down” and so there is no further need for a grading gang.  
However, we are just starting to plant this season’s potato crop and this 
involves a minimum of four people.  Most of the time each individual 
involved is in their own tractor and so self-distancing is quite                
straightforward.  We have put rules in place that only the planter driver 
may operate the forklift in the field.  He is provided with gloves, sterile 
wipes and hand wash to further increase safety.  Should at any time, the 
forklift be required to load grain or feed cattle it is my responsibility to 
wipe and clean the cab surfaces before it is returned to the planting 
field. 
     We have banned all social visitors.  There are clearly marked areas 
where deliveries and post must be left.  Nothing is signed for.  The farm 
gates, usually open during the working day remain closed.  My road trips 
have been limited to the boundaries of the farm.  My car has had so little 
use that the battery has gone flat! Essential meetings, such as those with 
the agronomist, are held in the garden strictly observing social distancing 
guidelines. 
      There are two reasons for observing these protocols.  Firstly, it is 
common sense to abide by the rules to limit the spread of the                        
Coronavirus and thus protect ourselves and our staff.  Secondly it is to 
set a good example and show that, despite our key worker status, we 
take the rules very seriously. 
      It was Elizabeth’s birthday yesterday.  Both our children are in                 
London and both locked down.  We all celebrated with a virtual supper 
party.  We agreed the menu, and at the allotted hour we sat down to eat 

Farming Notebook 
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with the laptop open in front of us.  Both children logged on and we 
could see them enjoying their meal on the laptop and they could see us.  
We had a lively three-way conversation for over an hour.  It really was 
the next best thing to having the family together in the flesh.  The                
wonders of modern technology…. 
Now, back to farming… 
      It has not rained for over a month now and this has allowed us to 
plant all of the spring beans and now start potatoes.  Ironically the              
challenge has been to create suitable seedbeds.  There has been a biting 
east wind for weeks and this has been extremely desiccating.  We have 
had to cultivate to break up the soil surface and allow the ground to dry 
out.  Even left for 48 hours and the surface clods turned to dry boulders 
and were almost impossible to break down into a seedbed.  One field 
felt as though I was planting into a seedbed of house bricks! We planted 
the beans as deep as we could hoping they would sit in the top of the 
still wet subsoil. It is usual for us to do nothing after the drilling process, 
but this year I decided to ring roll the fields to break up the clods, and, 
believe it or not, to conserve moisture!!!  Happily over the last few days 
the beans have begun to emerge. 
      Potato planting similarly has required careful soil preparation.  The 
soil is moved to a much greater depth and has to be allowed to dry, but 
not so much that we create unbreakable clods.  It is the aim to form the 
beds for the de-stoner no more than 24 hours in advance.  The bed              
former, de-stoner, planter and harvester are all based on two rows of 
potatoes.  All very straight forward.  The haulm topper that we use at 
the end of the season, prior to harvest, is a six row machine.  To make 
this work properly it is essential that each pair of rows at planting are 
exactly 182.88cm wide and exactly parallel.  With GPS on most of the 
tractors this is a very doable task, but it has taken several hours to set 
up.  The lines created by the first process, the bed former, are logged 
and down loaded onto a USB stick.  These lines are then loaded into the 
planter so that it follows exactly the same path.  The end result should 
be a perfect fit for the six row topper later in the summer.  I will keep 
you posted…… 
      At last the wheat crops are beginning to move.  They have had most 
of their nitrogen now.  If only I could say the same for the oilseed rape.  
It is a crop that continues to disappoint, and one I can foresee us      
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                 W Wilson-Haffenden 

The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund 
Registered Charity:  283483 

Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN 
Tel: 01303 862622 ~ Fax: 01303 863007 

Website: www.lordwhisky.co.uk ~ Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com 
We are always looking for entertainment for our boot fairs, so if                    

you belong to a dance school, majorette group, martial arts school or 
similar and could put on a display, please get in touch.                                                          

We would love to hear from you. 
We also need volunteers to help at the boot fairs. 

We need new ideas for events here at Park House and we want you to 
get involved. Please email or phone us. 

dropping from the rotation. 
      The grain store is now empty except for 150 tonnes of seed wheat 
which will soon go to be processed for planting this autumn.  This is very 
unusual, but with so little wheat in the ground, seed is going to be in 
short supply.   
      Lastly, we are in the thick of calving.  Although the cattle have been 
outside for some weeks, the expectant mums are still housed the barn 
overnight so that we can keep a close eye on them.  Each calf is kept    
inside for 48 hours with its mother before being tagged and rung (if it is 
male!) and then turned out onto fresh grass.  Shelter is provided by a zig 
zag of big straw bales so the youngsters can keep out of the keen           
easterly wind.  When the sun is out the calves chase each other round 
and round the bales having a whale of a time… 
      When this article is complete I will clean the keypad , the mouse and 
desktop with sterilising wipes so that it is hygienic for the next visit of 
Charlotte, our secretary.  This I would never have dreamt of doing a few 
weeks ago.  Our lives have changed.  I still cling to the hope that some of 
the changes will be for the better… 
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The Hastingleigh-Duckpit Nailbourne 
 

A  nailbourne refers to an occasional flowing stream, occurring in 
mainly chalkland valleys after prolonged rain.  The underground 

chalk acts as a huge storage tank. 
      In our area, the catchment around the Nailbourne extends into 
the valleys which run toward Evington Corner from Hastingleigh 
church direction, and from east of Kingsmill Down.  This is joined by 
more water from the sides of the valley along which Duckpit Lane 
runs. 
      The year 2000 was the wettest for 200 years, and the rainfall in 
the preceding three years was almost identical to that of the three 
years before the previous wettest year, in 1937.   
      In 2000, when the Nailbourne flowed from below Dean Farm and 
all the way to Godmersham, the rainfall was 1208mm (47.5 in).  The 
stream rose in Petham on 11th November.  By 19th November, it was 
flowing from Dean Farm.  This process usually takes a fortnight, but in 
2000 there had been 23 inches of rain in 66 days!! 
      Mr Combe, of Ansdore, measures the level of the water in a well 
at Little Bucket Farm and says that, on average, it takes 5-6 weeks 
from the time of the rain falling until it gets to the aquifer level. 
      Our Nailbourne also ran in 2014; but, after a dry Summer, this last 
wet Autumn and Winter of 2019-2020 did not fill the aquifer enough, 
in Mr Combe's opinion, to trigger the appearance of the stream. 
However, with the February rainfall falling partly in two big storms 
(Ciara and Dennis - 120 mm in February), and the beginning of March 
being very wet (on Thursday, 5th March, 26.6mm of rain was                          
recorded), the level in the well reached a point where flooding was 
imminent...and the Duckpit stream started flowing at the end of the 
month.  But rather than a continuous stream to Petham, it has been 
intermittent and has not flowed below the Chartham Downs road  
towards Godmersham. 
      Sadly, the recent hot, dry spell may well have put paid to any              
further sighting of the Nailbourne this year. 
                                                                                                                        RB 
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Containerised Storage 
 available locally  

 

Fully secure 

Indoors or outdoors 

Competitive rates 

 
 

Please phone 01233 720871/email:     
info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details 

WYE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC 
Jo Bond MCSP 

 

Member of the Organisation of 
Chartered Physiotherapists                                    

in Private Practice 
 

tel/fax: 01233 812596 
e-mail: jowyephysio@yahoo.com 

The White House, 71 Scotton Street, Wye,                          
Ashford, Kent TN25 5BW  
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ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE 
 
CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
01233 750378    07866 002627 
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.co.uk 

Lady Painter 

 
Nick Horton 

COUNTRY GRASSCARE 
 

Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing 
For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards 

 
Small business — Established 13 years 

No VAT 
 

Contact Nick on 07787 411685 
01233 812848 
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NAC Registered                           P J Sweeps 

Fully Insured                             Phillip Joiner 

Chimney Lining                           Chimney Engineer 

Pots & Cowls                           Over 12 Years’ Experience 

Fireplaces Fitted 

CCTV Surveying                                                                                                                               
Stoves Installed & Service 
 

We are now Rotary Sweeping which removes soot and tar 

build up more efficiently than normal manual sweeping 

effective and deeper clean. We are one of the few sweeps 

in the area that offer this service.    

           01227 700 909     pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk 

               WWW.PJCHIMNEYSWEEPS.CO.UK 

mailto:pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk
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 AFB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken 
Electrical condition reports 

Heating controls – including the new 
smart “nest” thermostat 

 
 

Contact Andy Burchell: 
 01233 632424 or 07739 259953 

aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 

AFB ELECTRICAL LIMITED 
Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken  

Please contact:  
Andy Burchell 

Tel: 01233 632424  Mobile: 07739 259953 
E-mail: aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 
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RICHARD GILBERT 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 

Established 25 years 
 

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist – OFTEC & Gas Safe 
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates. 
Wood Burning Stove Installations   -   HETAS registered 
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and 
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers 
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations. 
 

All Domestic Plumbing including – Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including 
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher 
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators 
and thermostatic valves. 

01233 812566      07860 877836 
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Rosedene, Canterbury Road, Challock, Ashford, Kent, 

Local Computer 
& Laptop Repairs 

Laptop Repairs 
  

New Screens  New Keyboards   
Memory Upgrades   Power Supplies   

Computer Service 

Fixed Price  Remove Malware   
Check Hardware Internet Access 
Fix Emails Improve Performance 

New Computers 

support@kentpcs.co.uk 

Phone 
01233 740306 

Data Recovery 
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Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students; 
Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels. 

Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress. 

 
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach) 

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175 
lynnsaxby@gmail.com 

 

WALTHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
MON EVENINGS 

PETHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
WED MORNINGS 

YOGA CLASSES 

Weddings Events    Sympathy     Workshops 

www.eastkentflowercompany.com 

Louise Courtenay-Snipp  

Floral Designer 
 

Mobile      07776161368 

Landline    01233 750439 

email : louise@eastkentflowercompany.com 

mailto:lynnsaxby@gmail.com
mailto:louise@eastkentflowercompany.com
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SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT 
UPHOLSTERY 

Established 1990  
                                                   

Loose Covers - Fabrics  
Roman blinds 

All commissions considered 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

07973 377817 
01227 455841 
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Luci Pollard Ltd 
Book-Keeping – Payroll – Accounts 

Making Tax Digital – Workplace Pensions  
VAT Returns – Purchase & Sales Ledger – Profit & Loss 

Cash flow forecasting – CIS Returns – Payroll    
150 Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford TN25 5DP 

Tel: 01233 813213 
Email: lpollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk 

Spaces BIG and SMALL from £10 per week 
Find us between Chilham and 

Wye on A28 
www.biltingfarmselfstorage.co.uk 

Call us on 01233 812631                                                   
or pop in for a chat 

Monday–Friday 9-5  
Saturday 8-1 

& we will be happy to help �  

C D Morris 
Carpentry 

Renovations and General Building 
Including erection of oak buildings 

 
Tel: 01233 613309 Mobile: 07895 806033 

mailto:lpollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk
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S.C.S. 
Southern Cesspool Services 

Card Payment 
Accepted 

All Types of Tanks Emptied 

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks 
Treatment Plants 

High Pressure drain jetting 
Soakaways etc 

 

Regular Automatic Bookings 
 

01233 646767 / 07773 491356 

                             

 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com    info@southerncesspoolservices.com 

Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service 

For That Quality Service 
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Well-behaved 

dogs welcome 

 

 

 

 

Kent ales 

and ciders. 

Wines & lagers 

Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm 

The Timber Batts Inn 
A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham 

 
 

Wood-fired pizza 

Game-burgers 

Fish ’n’ chips 

 

See Facebook for  

food availability 

 

School Hill 

Bodsham 

01233 750083 

www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com 

Also home to Kaos Blacksmiths: www.kaosblacksmiths.com 


