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February
in Elmsted with Hastingleigh

Winter is upon us, although
there are small signs of
Spring approaching; bulbs
sprouting, snowdrops blooming.
As | sit and write this, we are
having a cold spell, resulting in
beautiful blue skies making a
much needed change to the
dreary rain. Don’t miss the Film
Night and fish and chip supper on
the 15th (p21). The community
have been busy raising funds over
the Christmas and New Year
periods; events held by the Bowl
Inn raised £1500 for Pilgrims
Hospices and the Christmas
Bazaar raised £730 for Hall funds.
The History Enthusiast has shared
some interesting articles on why
people didn’t smile in old photos
(p11). Subscriptions are due,
please return your filled envelope
to your distributor as soon as
possible. As always letters, articles
and comments are very welcome.
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The Community News takes no
responsibility for misleading
advertising or incorrect editorial
supplied to us in good faith.

Please provide any promotional or
editorial content in Word format
rather than pdf. For length, grammar
and style issues the Editor reserves
the right to edit it.

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk
Advertising: shepandali@hotmail.com
Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT.
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General Builders and Property Maintenance
- D

,7 ﬁ\ Free Estimates
Glenn Young 01233 750427

 Seasoned logs available

[N free local delivery /

Chris Dryland

Property Maintenance

Decking - concreting - sheds - pergolas - weatherboarding
Fencing - boundaries - minor electrical - decorating - guttering
small projects - large projects - emergencies
Mostaspects of Household and GardenMaintenance
References available
Also
Tipis for hire
www.bighilltipis.co.uk

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787
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Hastingleigh
with Flmsted

Women’s
Institute

H astingleigh with Elmsted W.I.
met on Thursday the 2nd of

January 2020 at the Evington Hall.

22 members attended.

We discussed various items of
business before our speaker, Mr
George Ward, gave us a talk on The
History of Cheesemaking. Mr Ward
is the retail manager for the
Cheesemakers of Canterbury. The
company was set up in 2007, when
the owners bought the recipe to
Ashmore cheese from a Dorset
company, and all their equipment.
Since then they have added a
number of different cheeses, and
they are sent all over the world by
their customers. All their soft
cheeses are produced in
Hastingleigh at South Hill Farm.
Cheese making began around 7,500
years ago, as a by-product of excess
milk, which couldn’t be stored.
Cheese making produces large
quantities of whey; 10 litres of milk,
produces 1 kilogram of cheese,
leaving 9 litres of whey. The whey

from making the Cheesemakers of
Canterbury cheeses is fed to local
pigs. The talk was concluded with a
taste of some of the different cheeses
that they make; a very yummy ending
to a very interesting talk.

The Flower of the Month winner
for the Year 2019 was Jean Bowes
and the Competition Winner for the
Year 2019 was Yvonne Helmer. The
Flower of the Month winner for
January was Marie Wenham and the
winner of the January competition, a
Cheese Recipe, was Yvonne Helmer.

Our next meeting will be on
Thursday the 6th February at 7.30
p.m., in the Evington Hall, where we
will be having a talk on Bats in the
Belfry and Badgers in the Underpass.
Any new members will be made most
welcome.

Marie Wenham

he latest winning numbers

for the Evington
Community Project 100 club
double December draw are:

84,60, 41, 2,15,9 & 101




LOGS & FIREWOOD

For Good Quality,
Seasoned

Ash or mixed logs
(dry)

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570

Wye Beauty

Electrolysis hair removal, Anti ageing facials, Microdermabrasion,
Skin tag, red vein and milia treatment
Manicures/pedicures, Threading, Waxing
Ear piercing

Microcurrent face lifting

Chiropodist services

Sports massage, Indian Head Massage
Semi permanent makeup

Spray tanning

Open Monday’s by appointment

Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm. Sat 9am - 4 pm
Gift vouchers available

39 years experience, Fully qualified staff

29 Bridge Street, Wye

TNZ25 5ED

Tel: 01233 811550

Email: wyebeauty @live.com

www.rtbs.co.uk




In The Garden

fter a very wet autumn when it seemed almost every day brought

some rain, with the new year a bit of dry weather started to appear
and instead of walking down a quagmire to get to the compost heaps a little
firmness started to appear in the soil. Living as we do among the hills we
did not suffer the extreme devastation of flooding that affected the
midlands and north. Coming as it did after the heat and drought of mid
summer last year was the weather balancing up? A colleague in Somerset
pointed out that taking 2019 as a whole the total rainfall was not far from
average — it just came at the ‘wrong’ times. Having worked on the land as
both a farmer and a gardener for a full 60 years observing weather patterns,
the seasons and the behaviour of animals and birds | lean strongly to the
view that the world’s climate is changing and the scientific studies point to
population growth and the quest for continual economic expansion and
personal wealth.

There is an ancient tradition that the gardening season starts at
St Valentine’s day, 14th February, but mine starts earlier than that with the
sowing of May Queen lettuce as early as 1st January, or shortly after and
then, in quick succession, onions from seed. The simpler way, and still
good, is to buy onion sets to be planted just below ground level as the soil
starts to warm in March. These are grown from seed the previous summer
with seed sown quite thickly, about 12mm apart, and harvested early when
the bulbs are less than 25mm diameter and dried. The lettuce will come to
harvest after autumn sown lettuce such as Valdor that has stood out in the
garden unprotected. It always seems a surprising thing that pigeons do not
like lettuce and you do not have to net them to protect them from these
always-hungry birds.

But 14th February is still not a bad time to start and the May Queen and
onions will of course need heat to germinate in some nice compost this
early in the year. An electric heated propagator in the greenhouse, a
conservatory or a warm window sill in the house will all provide the
necessary heat of about 18 - 200C to get them going. The onion family take
their time to emerge so you will have to show patience and don’t bury the
lettuce seeds. They need to be kept moist of course but a sheet of glass or
some cling film will help.

Permanent flowering shrubs are exceedingly early this year. Winter
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ROWNING
BUILDERS Ltd

Restoration & Extensions of Period Domestic Property
House Building and Conversions
Design and Planning Services

Prospect Farm House, Lees Road, Braboume Lees, Ashford, Kent TN25 6QE
Directors: J.E. and C.M. Browning Bsc (Hons), MCIOB, MASI

Telephone: 01303 813459 Mobile 07770667238
VAT Registration No: 661 7887 90

john@browningbuilders.co.uk

pave YOUNG & paut HARRIS

Registered Electrical Contractors.
All types of installation work carried out

New Install - Rewires
Fault Finding - Repairs

FARM DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
Dave 07830148333 daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk
Paul 07940983052 paul s harris@sky.com
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In The Garden cont.

flowering Jasmine has been a delight and Christmas Box and Lonicera
Fragrantissima were heavy with scent right at the beginning of the year but
too early for even the bumblebees to benefit and enjoy. This is a good time
to plant bare rooted trees and soft fruit. Due to the wet soil conditions my
crab apple Evereste and desert apple Christmas Pippin together with
summer and autumn fruiting raspberries have yet to arrive from the
nursery. The message has been that the nursery soils are just too wet for
them to get on the land with their normal tasks. | am grateful for their
prudence and caution — planting into soggy soil is going to do no good at all.
Instead time can be spent making sure that the seed orders are up doto
date and early potatoes, once they arrive, are set in trays in the light for the
eyes to chit without growing leggy. Seeds are expensive and | am in the
habit of alternating between buying early and main crop seed potatoes and
keeping the other to grow on for one year. This way | have avoided buying
in virus problems. Fred

The Bowl Inn
®) Pilgrims

Hospices

Thank you for your support

We raised £1,50000

from our Christmas events and an amazing
£1,000 donation from Karen Peers,
Canterbury

Happy New Year everyone!
Registered charity number: 293968
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WYNCOT KENNELS

and

CATTERY

(Hastingleigh)

FOR COMFORT AND PEACE OF MIND
WHERE A WARM CARING ATMOSPHERE
IS ALWAYS AT HAND

HEATED KENNELS AND CATTERY
FULLY LICENCED, FULLY TRAINED & CARING STAFF
SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR

Set in 9 acres overlooking the picturesque Kent Downs, we have 3 large paddocks
where the dogs are individually exercised and played with
INSPECTION WELCOMED
(8.30 - 11.30) - (2.00 - 5.00)

7 days a week
Phone 01233 750323 for any further details

STELLING MINNIS STORES
Telephone 709 204

www.stellingstores.tripod.com
shop@stellingstores.co.uk
stellingminnisstores.facebook.com

Come and do your shopping
in the friendly atmosphere of
our family run store!

You'll find an excellent

range of Fresh Fruit & Veg
and Local Meat

Milk & cream from real cows
Eggs from real chickens
Tasty Hams and Cheeses

p
.
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The Mince Pie Walk

O n the 1st January, villagers and friends gathered at the village
hall for the annual Mince Pie Walk. There were 22 of us,
accompanied by 4 dogs ready for a short, easy and dog friendly walk
of about an hour, all grateful that the rain was holding off, but unsure
as to the quantity of mud we would encounter.

We set off down the road towards Evington park, before turning
right on to the footpath across the field to the Pilgrims lane. We
headed back towards the village pond, then turned down Tamley
Lane until we came to the footpath on the right and entered the field
through a gate, so much easier than the stile that used to be there.
We exited the field through another gate and walked away from the
village, following the hedge next to the road as far as the crossroads,
where two of the walkers headed back to the village. We walked on
down the road to Staple Lees lane, where we were joined by another
walker and his dog.

At the top of the lane we turned right, through a muddy puddle
and continued along the byway to the next footpath on the right that
took us to the junction on the Waltham road, where we were
persuaded to stop for a photo shoot. Walking as part of a group
encourages some interesting conversations, and there was a
discussion about place names and how the local population relates to
the surroundings. How many of us know where Chandlers crossroads,
Jacksons corner and Johnsons corner are? These references are not
set in stone and will be, or, indeed, have been replaced by the names
of more recent inhabitants. It was suggested maybe this could be the
subject of a future article for the village news!

After the junction, we turned into the footpath at the top of
Lyddendane lane, through the woods, and out into the fields behind
the village, emerging on to the road beside Boundary Cottage, before
going back to the hall for mince pies, mulled wine, and more chat.

Our grateful thanks to Janet and Derek who organised the event
and worked hard to prepare the refreshments for us all. HR



ROZ BACON
VANESSA LONDON Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh,
. Ashford, Kent TN25 SHU
Mill Farm, Bodsham 501(;33 7;327( )
ans
01233 750427 roz.bacon@btinternet.com
BED & BREAKFAST
Dry Seasoned Qualified Guide to City of
Canterbury and
LOgS Cathedral Guide.
. Delightful rooms in a
Free Local Delivery ivﬁy village.

9am - 5pm weekdays, 9am - 1pm Saturdays
Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc.
Bedding - Vitamins - Supplements - Conditioners - Accessories

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent

MICHAEL RUST

ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER

Sculpture and carving in wood
Architectural lettering in stone and wood
Fine printmaking and painting

The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5SHW
Telephone: 01233 750305
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The History Enthusiast
Why didn’t people smile mn old photos?

H ave you ever wondered why your ancestors always look so
serious in photographs?

This article by the Familysearch website at:
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/why-didnt-people-smile-
in-old-photos/
or
https://tinyurl.com/vdb870g
is worth a read to discover why. And also find out when we did
actually start smiling.

The link was retrieved from the 18 Nov 2019 issue of the
newsletter at:
https://www.lostcousins.com/pages/members/home.mhtml
or
https://tinyurl.com/sc8qpya
which is an interesting free genealogical site to subscribe to.
History Enthusiast

Evington Hall Commuittee

he Christmas Bazaar held at the end of November was a great
success and raise £730 for hall funds. A big thank you to the
helpers, donors of gifts for the stalls and to those who supported
on the day.
Thanks are also due to Trevor Wye and his Studio Players who
entertained us before an enjoyable supper - always a welcome
prelude to the Christmas season. The event raised £384 shared

equally between the village hall and St Mary's Hastingleigh.
HF
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Containerised Storage

available locally

Fully secure
Indoors or outdoors

Competitive rates

Please phone 01233 720871 /email:
info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details

Tree Surgeon and Fencing Contractor

Tree surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed.
Hedge cutting.

Stump grinding.

Garden fencing supplied and erected.

Hedges planted.

25 years local experience.

Fully insuredisured.

Toby Gardener 07831 473981
Beriscolt (Eve) 01233 750489
Hastingleigh tandrgardener@btinternet.com
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Wye Surgery PPG

HEALTHY LIFE EXPECTANCY- 70 IS
THE NEW 65

I n recent years, much has been made of the Health and Social
Care demands of an aging population, but how old is old?

The twentieth century saw dramatic improvements in life
expectancy through a combination of public health measures such
as childhood immunisations and the introduction of universal
health care, medical advances such as the treatment of heart
disease and cancer and lifestyle changes, including a marked
decline in smoking. According to the King’s Fund
(www.kingsfund.org.uk) life expectancy at birth in England had
increased to 79.6 years for men and 83.2 years for women. This
means that stages of life can no longer be crudely defined as youth,
middle age and old age as in the past.

What is less well recognized is that HEALTHY life
expectancy has not kept pace with this increase and that elderly
people spend more years in poor health. The King’'s Fund
estimates that men live 16.3 years in “not good health” and that
the figure for women is 19.4 years. Although women can expect to
live 3.6 years longer than men, only 0.4 of those extra years are
healthy ones.

We can all do something about this. January produced plenty of
media advice about quitting smoking, cutting back on alcohol,
eating more healthily and taking exercise. Even standing on one
leg as you brush your teeth can improve balance. Every little helps.
The good news is that it is never too late to reap the benefits of a
more active lifestyle.

The challenge, therefore, is not in living longer, but in
extending the years of healthy and active life to make the extra
years happy and productive. Retired people should not just be
seen as burdens on the NHS and Social Care. They contribute very
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MARK HOPKINS
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Mark Hopkins

Mobile: 07957 448188 tel: 01233 664200
e-mail: Hopkins mark@btinternet.com

7 Pembury Place, Orchard Heights,
Ashford, Kent TN25 4QD

MATHS TUITION

= GCSE & iGCSE

* Key Stage 3and 4

= Entrance exams

= 15+ years experience of tutoring
* Enhanced DBS certificate

| am patient, reliable and approachable.
Using a wide range of resources | enable students

to reach their potential.

Please contact: Clare Newman 01227 700291 for further details.
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Wye PPG cont.

significantly to our society and economy not only through helping
to care for grandchildren, (research indicates that almost one in
three families are turning to grandparents for help with childcare)
but also through the redeployment of their considerable skills and
experience. The age demographic on committees (including the
PPG!) and charitable boards demonstrates that they rely heavily
on the voluntary giving of time by those over 65. So keep moving
and stay involved in your community. They need you as much as
you need them.

JUDITH TIMMS PPG CHAIR

‘So they do say...!’

‘My heaven will be filled with wonderful young men and dukes’.
Barbara Cartland

‘Sometimes I think we are alone in the universe, and sometimes |
think we’re not. In either case the idea is quite staggering.” And...

‘1 don’t believe in God, but I'm very interested in her.’
Arthur C. Clarke.

T expect you know my friend Evelyn Waugh, who, like your
Holiness, is a Roman Catholic.” Randolph Churchill during an
audience with the Pope.

‘The vicar’s wife has to get on with everyone, but you can take only

so much of hearing that the sun shines out of your husband’s bum.’
Susan Devonshire-Jones, a Vicar’s wife.

‘1 want to go to heaven. But if Jeffrey Archer is there, [ want to go to
Lewisham.’ Spike Milligan.
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Dedicated to your pet's well being

2 CINQUE PORTS VETS

Wye Veterinary Surgery

SA Oxenturn Road

W Wye, Kent TN25 5BH
Q 4 2 Tel: 01233 813003
www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk

Email: wyeoffice@cinqueportsvets.co.uk

Q\ 4 Opening Times:
. . .

/) Monday to Friday

8.45am to 11.00am

\\ \ J/ ) > \\_D 3.45pm to 6.00pm

Saturday
8.45am to 10.30am

Please ask about our Pet Healthcare Plan

www.bodshamholidaylets.com

The SMITHY

Two Bedrooms
Beamed lounge with
wood burner
Fully equipped Kitchen
Bathroom
Enclosed garden

01233 750042
07989 584801

.‘_7;;‘-‘ F5 e
oLy B
BRI - e T e

info@bodshamholidaylets.com
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St. Mary’s Appeal Talks

hanks to our superb speakers on 2 evenings, over £1,000 has

been raised for the appeal for our extension of toilet and
kitchenette. Over 70 people heard Nick Merriman talk about
Museums in the Past, Present and Future. His wife, Maria, was able
to answer some of the pertinent questions at the end, being
director of the Tate.

There must have been 100 people on 16t November, enjoying
the delicious nibbles and then an extraordinary insight into the
corruption in our world in the field of athletics, and the way Tony
Hooper QC is trying to help the people of Ukraine have a decent
judicial system. Thank you for all your support.

The appeal has raised £12,307. The church has been enhanced
by this superbly built extension, and having the facilities of a toilet
and running water, has made the running of various activities we
hope the church will host, possible.

Three dates for your diaries for 2020, all at 7 pm in St. Mary’s;
Friday April 24t - a springtime concert by the chamber choir of
King’s School, Canterbury.

Saturday May 16t - a talk on wildlife conservation in our local
area.

Saturday June 13t - a talk “Canterbury goes viral” (2020 is the
800th anniversary of the removal of Becket’s bones into a shrine in
the cathedral).

Full details to follow. Roz Bacon

Brian Berry’s book on History of Hastingleigh (2002)
f anyone has a copy of this brown hardback book and does not
require it, | would be very grateful if they could give/sell it to

me. It is a scholarly history of the village put together by Professor

Brian Berry and his students in 2002, after Prof. Berry bought the

Lordship of the Manor of Hastingleigh.

If you can help contact Roz Bacon on 01233 750327,

email roz.bacon@btinternet.com
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Church services in the Parish Upon The Hills

02/02 |First
Sunday

09.30 - Hastingleigh - Group service for Elmsted,
Hastingleigh, Petham & Waltham.

09/02 |Second

08.00 - Waltham - BCP Communion

Sunday 11.00 - Petham - Communion
16/02 | Third 09:30 - Waltham - Communion
Sunday 11:00 - Hastingleigh - BCP Communion

11:00 - Petham - Family Service
17.00 - Elmsted - Choral Evensong

23/02 |Fourth

11:00 - Hastingleigh Communion

Sunday 11:00 - Petham Family Communion
26/02 |Ash 19:30 - Wye - Benefice Service
Wednesday

This month’s church flowers and cleaning volunteers:

St Mary’s St James’

Feb 1% Mrs Bacon Mrs Gregory
Feb 7" Mrs Geering Mrs Pay

Mrs Sharp Mrs Hill
Feb 14" | Dr & Mrs Lawson Mrs Denny
Feb 22™ | Mrs Day Mrs Healy
Feb 29" | Mrs Boxall Mrs Wright
Mar 7" | Mrs Pell Mrs Thrupp

Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450
ravi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine
Lawrence (with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, EImsted, Petham,
Waltham): The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409
lorraine_lawrence@btinternet.com. Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon 01233
750327, Mrs R Doyle 01227 700296. United Wye Benefice 01233 813793
www.wyebenefice.org.uk




Diary Dates - February

Tues  4th Toddler Group 09.30-11.30
Library Van 09.45 - 10.15
Wed  5th Coffee Morning 10.30-11.30
Evington Community Choir 19.00 - 21.00
Thurs  6th W.I. Meeting 19.30-22.00
Sun 9th Footpath Group 14.00
Tues 11th Toddler Group 09.30-11.30
Hastingleigh PC Meeting 19.30-21.00
Wed 12th Evington Community Choir 19.00 - 21.00
Fri 14th Whist Drive 19.00 - 22.00
Sat 15th ECP Film Show 15.30-22.30
Tues 18th Library Van 09.45 - 10.15
Evington Gardeners 19.30-22.00
Tues 25th Toddler Group 09.30-11.30
Wed 26th Evington Community Choir 19.00 - 21.00

The above dates are taken from the Evington Hall website calendar
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk)

All events at the village hall unless otherwise stated

Subscriptions

H opefully you will have been given an envelope with your
Community News this month. The annual subscription has
once again stayed at £4 for the year. Can | please ask you to put your
subscription money into the envelope, write your name on the front
and return it to your distributor as soon as possible.

As always we welcome articles from our readers whether a one off
or monthly but it must be suitable for all ages.
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WYE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
Jo Bond MCSP

Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists
in Private Practice

tel/fax: 01233 812596
e-mail: jowyephysio@yahoo.com
The White House, 71 Scotton Street, Wye,
Ashford, Kent TN25 5BW

PAINTING & DECORATING
DAVID FARNFIELD

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION
WALLPAPERING
FREE Estimates N\
, \)
& 3
07710 130275
01233 750450 T
enquiries@davidfarnfield.com
www.davidfarnfield.com
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ECP PRESENTS

d Poubleg Film ohow

SUTURDAY 15 FEBRUMNRY 2020
€VINGTON Vllsls1G€ Hllsls

4.00 pm - In  nimated Family
Film

6.45 pm - 1 Modegrn Comedy Prama

entry Free

Pug to regstrictions imposed by our licgnceg, we arg not
allowed to advertisg thg namg of the films in the
Community News.

Our usual Fish & Chip van will bg serving Fish & Chips,
Sausage & Chips, ete. from 6.00 pm. Coffee and Tea will
be provided but plgasg bring your own drinks.

To find out morg and / or to makg a rgsgrvation, plgasg
contact Robin Heglmer on 01233 750236

or gmail: robin.hglmer@btintegrnet.com
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Lynne Church
Freelance Hairdresser

Have your hair styled in the
comfort of your own home
01233 637795/07805087232

SARAH de

Your Pet in Portrait ROUGEMONT

mabebre@gmaiian| - Yohoister
07973 377817

01227 455841

G.A. WATTS
Electrical Installations
Approved Electrician

NICEIC DOMESTIC INSTALLER

New installations. Extra points. Complete rewires.
Appliance testing and electrical surveys.

~ Security lighting.
Specialist in sympathetic
Wiring for period properties.

For personal attention
And free estimates
{01227) 709376
(07973) 480241
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Farming Notebook

| am delighted to report that | am sitting in a warm office, writing this
article, whilst storm “Brendon” (Who thinks of these names??) is
lashing at the windows. We are expecting very high winds and heavy
rain again tonight and | have to say it is pretty wild outside.

| spent a couple of hours today clearing a fallen tree off Curtis
Lane. | got absolutely soaked! It was an Ash, but with healthy looking
branches. The root however was completely rotten and very
symptomatic of Ash dieback. | really do wonder if any Ash trees will
survive. The recent tree survey of the Common has identified many
Ash trees for felling with most of the others for continued monitoring
which does not bode well...

At the end of last week we had enjoyed a few dry days, and the
sun shone. Was spring really on its way? | took the opportunity of
looking around the farm with Andrew Bourne who is responsible for
all the seed production for our local merchants T.Denne and Son. We
both wanted to asses the state of the winter planted crops. Andrew
is particularly concerned about the availability of seeds for next
autumn’s plantings. Some seed crops have not been planted, some
have been planted and failed to emerge and many are already going
to be well below the potential yields that we have become used to.
And we, in this part of Kent, are so much better off than areas of
Romney Marsh, and further north. In both cases plantings are a tiny
proportion of the area planned. With Storm Brendon the window of
opportunity to plant winter wheat will have firmly been slammed
shut. Already this wet spell that started in late September is going to
impact on the 2021 harvest. We have about 100 tonnes of high grade
winter wheat seed left over from the autumn. Andrew has reserved
this for dressing in June or July for next seasons planting to help with
the expected shortfall of seed at harvest.

Generally we were both pleased with the state of the crops. The
oilseed rape is all there, but in desperate need of some fertiliser. The
earlier planted wheats look good. The second year wheats, planted
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Nick Horton
COUNTRY GRASSCARE

Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing
For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards

Small business — Established 11 years
No VAT

Contact Nick on 07787 411685
01233 812848

Lady Painter

ALLASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE

CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01233 750378 07866 002627
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.co.uk
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Farming Notebook cont.

more recently look less pleasing, especially the headlands. Our soils
are particularly prone to running together in periods of heavy rain.
Not a problem if the crops have emerged, but for the seeds that have
yet to come up they have to push through a very solid barrier and
many never make it.

The disappointment for me is that we were very patient in
planting these later crops. Waiting for a couple a dry days and letting
the ground dry a little before planting. | really thought the drilling
had gone well and the seedbeds were quite respectable. But latterly,
rain, rain, and more rain has had its effect. | think a couple of fields
will need the headlands ripped up in the spring. Andrew suggested
planting radish in the bare soil as a cover crop. This will help to
improve the soil structure as the roots will go down a long way and
break up the consolidated soil, as well as drawing out some of the
moisture. Hopefully this will lead to better working soils in the
autumn.

As with the drilling, | hesitate to “count my chickens”. Good
planting, if the weather turns against you is no guarantee of success.
Likewise, the crops which have established well have just been too
wet to get the sprayer on to apply the first insecticide. It has been
mild and it is easy to find aphids in the hedgerows and field margins.
Aphids carry a virus and if they feed off a wheat plant will infect it.
The virus develops in the wheat plant and significantly reduces its
yield potential. We will not know for some months whether we have
virus. The real frustration is that until this autumn we would treat our
seed with an insecticide which would protect it until the spring. The
seed treatment has been banned. The result is that we have to spray
more often!

The story is repeated with Oilseed Rape. The insecticide seed
treatment has been banned and thus the crop is vulnerable to attack
from cabbage stem flea beetle. This little pest eats the emerging
seedlings and kills many of them. Those that survive are the target
for the insect as a site for laying its eggs. Many very healthy looking
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[ |
AFB ELECTRICAL LTD
Electrical Contractor " l= E..=

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

All electrical work undertaken
Electrical condition reports

Heating controls - including the new
smart “nest” thermostat

Contact Andy Burchell:
01233 632424 or 07739 259953
aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk

BOSSINGHAM

GROUNDWORK LANDSCAPING

EXCAVATION PATIOS
CONCRETING ﬁ\l[‘ﬁ PONDS
DRAINAGE T \ TURFING
CAR PARKS @,' FENCING
DRIVEWAYS - PLAYGROUNDS
BRICKWORK - EQUESTRIAN ARENAS

M: 07894 007 660 W: 01303 890 704
WWW.BOSSINGHAMGROUNDWORKS.COM
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Farming Notebook cont.

crops are full of eggs or larvae which once the warmer weather
arrives will start to eat their host plant. For us, the risks of growing
Oilseed Rape are now so great that this will probably be our last year
of production. The irony is that the banning of the seed treatment to
protect bees will ultimately remove a massive source of food for the
same insect. The law of unexpected consequences...

Luckily for us we have been very busy dressing out seed potatoes.
We dispatched a record tonnage before Christmas, and are flat out
again now. Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday are spent grading each
week. Itis work in the dry and the workshop has a wood burner to
make it cosy for tea times. We rely on the haulier to clear the orders
on Thursdays and Fridays so that we have room to start again the
next week.

Soon Dennes will start to clear our spring oats, beans and grass
seed as they will all be needed for planting this spring. The demand is
enormous as so much land still needs planting. | am not expecting
anything to be left in store.

The cattle are so pleased to be inside. We let the bulls out during
the day, but today they refused to leave the pen. Very sensible. The
cows are very content lying on fresh straw and being fed ad lib silage.
With calving only a few weeks away they all look well and in good
condition, but not too good...

It is still pouring down outside. | have to leave the office and get
to the house.

| am going to have to make a run for it...
W Wilson-Haffenden
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P J Sweeps
Phillip Joiner
Chimney Engineer
Over 12 Years’ Experience

NAC Registered
Fully Insured
Chimney Lining
Pots & Cowls
Fireplaces Fitted
CCTV Surveying
Stoves Installed & Service

We are now Rotary Sweeping which removes soot and tar
build up more efficiently than normal manual sweeping
effective and deeper clean. We are one of the few sweeps
in the area that offer this service.
01227 700 909 pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk
WWW.PJCHIMNEYSWEEPS.CO.UK

WG

PLAY LEARN GROW

Bossingham

pre-school

o Children aged 2-5 years ¢ Experienced & friendly staff
¢ Quiet rural location o Breakfast & after-school clubs

Situated in purpose-built premises, within the grounds of Stelling Minnis
Primary School, we offer creative and stimulating activities to help the
physical, social and educational needs of every child. There's an
all-weather outdoor play area, optional breakfast club available from
8am and after-school club available until 6pm.

visit: bossinghampreschool.co.uk
or call: 01227 709156
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In aid of The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund
Registered Charity No: 283483
Park House, Stelling Minnis, Canterbury, Kent CT4 6AN
01303 862622 lord.whisky@btinternet.com
www.lordwhisky.co.uk

Fur, Feather & Exotic Exhibition

Saturday 22nd February 10am-4pm
at Boughton-under-Blean Village Hall
Bull Lane, Boughton-under-Blean ME13 9AH

Come and meet lots of different animals and birds,
and chat to experts about how to care for them.
Chinchillas, Ferrets, Owls, Parrots & more!

Feed the sock lambs
Small Animal Pet Show (no cats or dogs)

To be judged at 3pm by our special guest, Pam Ferris

Information Stalls ~ Tombola ~ Craft Stalls
Hot & Cold Refreshments served all day
Admission by donation
We are looking for specialists with unusual creatures to join us.

We would also welcome animal or country related stalls
For more information and to book (£10), ring 01303 862622

I~~~ s I~~~ s I~~~ o~

Entertainment is needed for our Boot Fairs.
If you belong to a dance school, majorette group, martial arts
club, band or similar and could put on a display for us on any of
the following dates, please get in touch.

Boot & Spring Fayre - Saturday 9th May
Boot & Summer Fayre - Saturday 11th July
Boot & Late Summer Fayre - Saturday 15th August
Boot & Autumn Fayre - Saturday 19th September

Classic Cars welcome at all events

29



C J LILLEY

General Building & Maintenance - Period Property Specialist

Chimney Specialist ® Roof Repairs & Alterations
Leadwork e Small Extensions ® Oak Framing
Hard Landscaping ® Fencing ¢Drainage
Interior Alterations e Painting ¢ Fully Insured

H: 01227 730209
M: 07908 553655
E: ¢jlilley58 @hotmail.co.uk
W: www.cjlilleybuilders.webs.com
A: Danewood, Crundale, Canterbury CT4 7EF

RICHARD GILBERT
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING
Established 25 years

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist - OFTEC & Gas Safe
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates.

Wood Burning Stove Installations - HETAS registered
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations.

All Domestic Plumbing including — Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators
and thermostatic valves.

01233 812566 07860 877836

30




Rosedene, Canterbury Road, Challock, Ashford, Kent,

e C Local Computer
o & Laptop Repairs

Laptop Repairs Computer Service

Fixed Price Remove Malware
Check Hardware Internet Access

New Screens New Keyboards
Memory Upgrades Power Supplies

New Computers Phone Data Recovery

01233 740306

support@kentpcs.co.uk

K.P Decorating
Services

« Interior Decorating

- Exterior Decorating

+ Floor and wall tiling

- Laminate flooring

+ General house maintenance

pip_peters@icloud.com
www.kpdecoratingservices.com

Call: 07956455720 ‘
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«East Kent

Flower

'3

{ N\Company
\\,'!g‘r Y4

Weddings Events Sympathy  Workshops
www.eastkentflowercompany.com
Louise Courtenay-Snipp

Floral Designer

Mobile 07776161368
Landline 01233 750439

email : Jouise(@eastkentflowercompany.com

YOGA CLASSES
WALTHAM PETHAM
VILLAGE HALL VILLAGE HALL
MON EVENINGS WED EVENINGS

Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students;
Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels.
Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress.

| ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF MASSAGE TREATMENTS:
To ease stiff joints, promote health and well being and for stress.
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach)

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175

lynnsaxby@gmail.com
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* Cruise Holi

* Large MPV

-

. Alrport Transfers

"ETMCARS

The smarter way to travel

Chauffeur Service

01233 629 551
07801 476 789

info@etmcars.co.uk

day Transfers

available

* Reliable & Competitive www.etmecars.co.uk

LR

IGER HEATING

Boiler Service, Repair & Installation

Gas, Oil & LPG

Landlord Certificates - Central Heating Problems,
Hot Water Issues - Under Floor Heating

Call Philip

01233 750950 or 07976 0| IO
safe

The Local Boiler Man in a scruffy van

EEEEEEE

33




Vi1 o o ‘U'_::.;ir =] ” =7 :
Kent business owner?

We can handle all your Trade Waste
needs

COUNTRYSTylc)
o
AJ Fortescue & Son Lid COUNSELLING
BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS
SERVICES
EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS,
REPAIRS, GROUNDWORK Bev Russell
Trustworthy, Reliable, Dl pCO uns REg
Long established local business MB ACP
Waterside Farm, West Braboume,
Ashford, TN25 SNA
Tel: 01303 813108 innercalmtherapy@yahoo.com
E-Mail http://www.innercalmtherapy.co.uk
office@ajfortescueandson.co.uk 07505 749643
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Luci Pollard Ltd

Book-Keeping — Payroll — Accounts
Making Tax Digital — Workplace Pensions
VAT Returns — Purchase & Sales Ledger — Profit & Loss
Cash flow forecasting — CIS Returns — Payroll
150 Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford TN25 5DP

Tel: 01233 813213
Email: Ipollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk

C D Morris

Carpentry
Renovations and General Building
Including erection of oak buildings

Tel: 01233 613309 Mobile: 07895 806033

spaces BLG and swaw from £10 per week

BiltinglFarm Find us between Chilham and
Self; Wye on A28

Storage www.biltingfarmselfstorage.co.uk
Call us on 01233 812631
or pop in for a chat

Monday-Friday 9-5
Saturday 8-1
& we will be happy to help

O
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SIX MILE GARAGE LTD
NFU APPROVED

CLASS 4/ 5 /7 MOT'S - ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE
CAR & LIGHT COMMERCIAL SERVICING
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICING - CAR SALES

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.sixmilegarage.co.uk

01227 709214/ 01227 709491
Stone Street, Stelling Minnis, Canterbury, CT4 6DN

Hastingleigh Garage

Motor Vehicle & Agricultural Engineer
MOTs, Welding

Vehicle bodywork repairs & spraying

Hastingleigh Yard, Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent

Telephone 01233 750413
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Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service
S (g S For That Quality Service
o o o

Southern Cesspool Services

All Types of Tanks Emptied

W Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks (SRS

Treatment Plants :

High Pressure drain jetting
Soakaways etc

Regular Automatic Bookings

s
VISA | - Maestra
e ] Electron soto

www.southerncesspoolservices.com info@southerncesspoolservices.com

Accepted k&

BOYS & MAUGHAN

Solicitors boysandmaughan.co.uk

Peace of mind

¢ Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney
e Care fees planning

e Estate and tax planning

e Trust creation

Boys & Maughan has been providing expert local advice for over 200 years.
Get in touch today: Contact Simon Crooks at our Canterbury office.

Phone 01227 207000 Email stc@boysandmaughan.co.uk
Boys & Maughan Solicitors, Court Chambers, 9-10 Broad Street,
Canterbury, CT1 2LW
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m thebowlonline.co.uk
bB 01233 750354

PBowl Inn

at Hastinglei¢h in Kent

'PUB OF THE YEAR 2012, 2017, 2018 & 2019!"

A beautiful 1740's public hotL on fthe NorthlKentishRDOWRS
..581 feet above sea level.

13 consecutive years in CAMRA’s ¢ood beer g¢uide: 2007-2019
Ashford, Folkestone & Romney Marsh pub of the year: 2012, 2017, 2018, 2019

Open from 5pm on Wednesday to Friday and open from midday over the weekend.
Closed on Mondays & Tuesdays. Families welcome. No dog¢s except ¢uide dogs.

The Timber Batts lnin

A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham
www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com
Well-behaved # (k' "

dogs welcome .‘ 3

" . A See Facebook for
R ':"-. - I- - ; ' fe ilabili
Kent ales ! :"m.' 5y A ood availability
and ciders. __ Tk

Wines & lagers 11"

Also home to Kaos Blacksmlths WWW. kaosblacksmlths com
Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm




