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March 
in Elmsted with Hastingleigh 

T HIS month has proved to 
be a lean one as far as  

contributions are concerned so 
your edition of this newsletter is 
smaller than usual. 

All are welcome to con-
tribute—there must be a letter 
writer out there somewhere 
who wants to spark a lively de-
bate (dog poo, potholes, noisy 
neighbours?). 

Note that the Diary Dates 
are in a new format; copied as 
they are from the new Evington 
Hall website courtesy of the 
webpage ‘owners’. 

Watch the website for 
news of other village events.  

The Editor 
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Chris Dryland 

 

small projects large projects  emergencies 

Most aspects  of  Household and  Garden Maintenance 

 

Also 

Tipis for hire 

www.bighilltipis.co.uk 

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787 

LOGS & FIREWOOD 
For Good Quality, 
Seasoned 

Ash or mixed logs 
(dry) 

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570 
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Death and 

divorce at 

the W.I. 

SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT 

Upholstery 

 

07973 377817 

01227 455841 

 

COUNSELLING SERVICES 

Bev Russell DipCouns 

MBACP 

brcounselling@yahoo.co.uk 

www.brcounselling.co.uk 

07505 749643 

O UR speaker this month was 
Mrs Cliona Kilroy who gave us 

a very entertaining and interesting 
talk about her life as an auctioneer. 

She works at Canterbury Auction 
Galleries, which have been trading 
for 25 years. 

They deal with silver, jewellery, 
paintings, militaria, clocks, rugs and 
furniture. 

She led us through the process of 
selling, from the initial phone call to 
the sale in the auction room. 

Things are usually sold because 
of the three Ds – death, downsizing 

and divorce, and she spoke about 
different collections and their out-
comes. We covered items of busi-
ness, including our future Group 
Meeting. Mrs Bowes won both the 
flower of the month and the com-
petition. 

Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday the 2nd of March at 
7.30pm, when Ms Melanie Gibson-
Barton will talk about The Life and 
Times of Edith Cavell. 

Any new members would be 
made most welcome. 

Fiona Steward 
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Wye Beauty 
Shellac Manicures - colour lasts three weeks 

Waxing - hot and warm 

Electrolysis hair removal 
Red Vein, Skin Tag and Milia treatment 
Aromatherapy/Swedish body massage 
Spray Tanning - lasts up to two weeks 
Ear piercing 
Facials 

Microdermabrasion 
Manicures/Pedicures 
Threading 
 
Laser Hair Reduction 
Dermal Fillers/Botox 
Semi-permanent make-up 

Guinot Skincare 

Gift Vouchers available 

35 years experience 

Qualified/mature staff 

 

29 Bridge Street, Wye 

Robyn Gardener 
AABThC BABTAC 

01233 811550 

Open Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 5pm (later by appt)  
Saturday 9 - 4pm 

Carpentry  Construction  Restoration 

Timber Building Specialists 

Becket’s Close, Hastingleigh 07540 111388 www.worth-haus.com 
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E IGHT stalwarts set off at 
2.15pm from the north end 

of the main car park taking the 
middle path of three and heading 
in a northerly direction. 

The first section was 
through a scrubby coppice over-
grown with brambles, broom and 
rushes then two stands of mature 
trees until we came to a junction 
of three paths and a forest road. 

Here we took the path east 
to Oathill Farm, formerly a riding 
establishment, but now a large 
house with a terraced garden. 
There is a road leading up to Mo-
lash and the A252.  

We continued down past a 
tall cupressus hedge and through 
a gate. We ignored the road 
climbing steeply in front of us but 
chose the road heading in a south 
easterly direction with a gentler 
slope and a succession of wood 

ant nests on the left. It descended to 
cross another road and then climbed 
again. Near the top was a coppiced 
area on the left and we turned right 
onto a muddy track going south. 

After about 500yards, at the 
crossing paths, we turned right again 
to head west and cross a forest road. 
There is an Art Installation, a low 
round table which looks as if it could 
be an orientation table.  

We reached the home straight, 
the second exit sign at the top of the 
hill, a left turn, some heathland to 
skirt to the right then through the 
trees back to the car park  - almost 
three miles in one and three-quarter 
hours. 

A good way to spend a cold, raw 
afternoon with a nagging easterly 
wind. 

Hilary Pittock 
PS Visit in April or early May to see the 
bluebells. 

Explore 

charm of 

Kingswood 

in winter  
The walkers discover a leafy landscape 
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Domestic 
Installer 
Scheme 

Edward Young 
Electrical Installation & 

Security systems 
Registered Electrician 

Established over 30 years 
All types of installation work carried out 

Fault finding and repairs 
Farm, domestic, commercial 

01303 813654 
07702 640237 
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A T the height of the Cold War in 
1978, Peter Morgan was sent 

to Ulaan Baator as charge d’affaires 
at the British embassy. 

His and his wife’s experiences 
of Mongolia were related in a fasci-
nating talk entitled, “An appoint-
ment in Mongolia” given by his wid-
ow, Pat, at the meeting in January. 

Mrs Morgan began with a de-
scription of some of the history and 
life of Mongolia and followed it with 
a very interesting film made by her 
late husband. 

After the end of the Mongoli-
an empire and the age of Genghis 
Khan in 1300, the country went into 
isolation and awoke in 1921 to find 
itself a satellite of Stalin’s Russia. 

It is a vast country, the size of 
western Europe and largely empty, 
with a harsh climate - down to -25F 
in winter. Farming consists mainly of 
large flocks of sheep on the exten-
sive grassy steppe. In 1978 there 
were no shops in Ulaan Baator, just 
a weekly market, no proper roads 
outside the capital, and most of the 
population lived in yurts. There was 

only one, very bad, hotel and con-
sequently the British embassy was 
often used by visiting businessmen. 

The Western diplomatic mis-
sion consisted of one eccentric 
Frenchman, one Indian, one Japa-
nese and one Yugoslav with the 
British representing the USA. 

The Iron Curtain countries 
had a much bigger representation 
along with the Chinese. Telegrams 
were sent by morse code to Aus-
tralia and then on by satellite. Sup-
plies arrived via the diplomatic bag. 

There were some interesting 
scenes in Peter Morgan’s film: the 
weekly train arriving from Moscow 
or Beijing; picnics in the surround-
ing countryside with Mrs Morgan 
collecting wild flowers for Kew Gar-
dens; the last remaining monastery 
in Ulaan Baator practising a de-
based form of Buddhism and some 
lovely footage of riders and their 
horses, the main form of transport 
in Mongolia and descendants of 
those used by Genghis Khan. 

It was an excellent talk and 
well attended in spite of the cold 
winter evening. At the Christmas 
party in December, members en-
joyed music (including Jingle Bells 
played on two carrots!). Our 
thanks go to Trevor and the Studio 
Players for providing it. 

The talk on 21st March, giv-
en by Richard Filmer, is about old 
Ashford. Everyone is welcome. 

JP 

Mongolian 

flowers 

for Kew 
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01227 

709204 
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Rabbits, Moles, Squirrels, mice, rats, foxes etc 

Plus ALL Public health Insects. 

Written reports provided. 

24/7/365 Call out. www.oldeenlishpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email. barryluckhurst16bore@gmail.com Home.  01233 

640681 

Mobile 07790 532420 
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LEARN FRENCH LOCALLY 

Any age, any level, day or evening 

Individual or small group 

Helen Hewson 

01233 750589 

VANESSA LONDON 

 

 

 

 

ROZ BACON 

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 5HU 

01233 750327 (ans) 
roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Qualified Guide to City of 
Canterbury and 

Cathedral Guide. 
Delightful rooms in a 

lovely village. 

CHILHAM FEEDS 

01227 731159 

 
9am  -  5pm weekdays,  9am  -  1pm Saturdays 

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks 
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc. 

Bedding  -  Vitamins  -  Supplements  -  Conditioners  - Accessories 

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent 
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Patients needed for a 

healthy debate at Wye 

I N January we wrote about 
the East Kent and Medway 

Sustainability and Transfor-
mation Plan (STP), which out-
lined aims for integrating medi-
cal and care services and asked 
for feedback from patients. 

There are several ways 
that patients can express their 
views, either through the CCG 
website www.ashfordccg.nhs.uk  
or in person through Patient Par-
ticipation Groups (PPG).  

Each PPG has representa-
tives on several other bodies and 
from Wye PPG we have repre-
sentatives on the Ashford North 
group of practices and on the 
Ashford PPG (APPG) which co-
vers all the practices in Ashford 
and the surrounding villages.  

We can also send repre-
sentatives to the CCG meetings 
and table questions.  

Unfortunately, the Ashford 
North meetings and the APPG 
meetings have been postponed 
during the consultation on the 
STP and several influential and 
hard-working people resigned as 

they felt that patient voices 
aren’t being heard. It is vital we 
express our views and help 
shape the NHS and Social Care of 
the future.  

Wye Patient Participation 
Group will be holding our AGM 
Tuesday 11 April, 7.15pm in the 
surgery waiting area. 

We are fortunate that An-
drea Fridd from Adult Social Ser-
vices will be speaking about how 
social care is being developed. 

You are invited to the AGM 
and to join the PPG, either as a 
member of the virtual group, re-
ceiving information by email, or 
as a member, attending bi-
monthly meetings. 

Patient opinions and views 
will be taken to the Ashford 
meetings to inform the discus-
sion on future services.  
  If you need private chiropody 
services, Podplus are seeing pa-
tients at Wye surgery once a 
month, phone 01233 660 851 or 
email info@podplus.co.uk. 

Wye Surgery 
Patient Participation Group  
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 AFB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken 
Electrical condition reports 

Heating controls – including the new 
smart “nest” thermostat 

 
 

Contact Andy Burchell: 
 01233 632424 or 07739 259953 

aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 
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MATHS TUITION 
GCSE & iGCSE 

Key Stage 2-4 

Preparation for Kent Test & Entrance exams 

Enhanced DBS certificate 
 

I am patient, reliable and approachable. 

Using a wide range of resources I 

enable students to reach their potential. 

Clare Newman 01227 700291 

 

Office Space 
Mersham 

 Ideal for start-up business 

 Light, airy, ground floor 

 Amenable layout 

 Generous car parking 

 Approx 500 sq. ft. 

 Kitchen and separate WCs 
 

Please phone 07768 326337 for further details 



16 

 

S.C.S. 
All Types of Tanks Emptied 

 

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks 
Treatment Plants 

High Pressure drain jetting 
Soakaways etc 

 

Regular Automatic Bookings 
 

01233 646767 / 07773 491356 

 Card Payment Accepted 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com    info@southerncesspoolservices.com 

Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service 

For That Quality Service 
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I  FEEL like we’re living in a topsy 
turvy world.  It’s as if the ground 

has shifted under our feet, leaving a 
sense of unfamiliarity and instability. 

Trusted values and systems 
seem to have been overtaken by 
new ways of thinking and different 
priorities. The rise of populism is the 
way it’s being described in relation 
to recent political events in UK, Eu-
rope and the US. The people have 
spoken. There’s no turning back. 
Whether it’s for better or for worse, 
we’ll have to wait and see! 

But in the meantime we 
should remember that we can influ-
ence decisions at a national and even 
global level, by the way we react as 
individuals at a local level.   

As we’re beginning to see in 
the Brexit negotiations, the first chal-
lenge is to share conversations, ena-
bling many different voices to be 
heard and understood. 

And then there’s the ongoing 
process of keeping those channels of 
communication open. The Church of 
England is not immune from similar 
pressures – issues of gender and of 
sexuality are currently the cause of 

controversy and hurt. We know from 
our own experience how difficult it is 
to be challenged about our own 
closely held beliefs even within fami-
lies and communities. 

We’re living in exciting and 
changing times, where we have to 
find new ways of thinking, communi-
cating and acting inclusively. 

Maybe it’s not so much about 
what we see, but how we see it: be-
ing able to zoom out from a close-up 
viewpoint to focus on the wider pic-
ture; letting go of closely held views 
and habits that make us feel com-
fortable; and being open to the pos-
sibility of myriad alternatives. 

Maybe we’re coming to realise 
that we’ve been trying to solve too 
many of our religious, social, politi-
cal, and relational issues inside of the 
very minds that falsely framed the 
problem in the first place? 

And, as Einstein is purported 
to have said, no problem can be 
solved from the same level of con-
sciousness that created it. 

It’s about what Jesus called 
dying to self.  Or in current jargon –  
more over the page… 

The Parish 
upon the Hills 
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T HIS Easter we are trying 
something different. On Maundy 

Thursday evening we are having an 
Agape supper, at Waltham church. 

This is a shared meal with 
reflections of the last supper, to 
include communion around the table, 
just like they did. 

Then we have a time of 
reflection with images, during which 
we slowly strip the church, then 
gradually turn off all lights, until we 

re-wiring our egocentric responses.  
The act of letting go and letting God 
is essentially what prayer is. 

The contemplative, God-
centred mind can see things in a non-
dual way, without being rebellious or 
enmeshed, without being reaction-
ary or hateful. I’m reminded of the 
motto of Pope John XXIII - See every-
thing; overlook a great deal; correct 
a little. 

This year, rather than produc-
ing a traditional, teaching style Lent 

An invite to church supper 
are in silence and darkness (torches 
for safe walking are allowed). The 
meal will start at 7pm and we 
should be finished by 9.30pm at the 
latest. 

Do join us, we'd love you to 
come. Please let us know in advance 
so we can have numbers for 
catering? For more info or to let us 
know you're coming. Call: 
Daphne 01227 700460 or 
Lorraine 01233 750987 

16 

course, the Diocese is giving voice 
to a diversity of experience in a 
daily devotional called 40 Days / 40 
Voices. 

Each day in Lent a different 
person will offer their response to 
a part of the biblical story charting 
Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem. This 
will be in the form of a written re-
flection, poem, story or artwork. 

Each day’s response will take 
the form of a daily email and up-
date on the Canterbury Diocese 
website. There will be an oppor-
tunity to join a group in Wye and 
add your voice to the different 
voices and shared conversations 
on the journey. 

Alternatively join one of the 
house groups who will be following 
a Lenten theme. More details to 
follow. 

Linda Cross   

Diocese 

has 40/40 

Lent vision  
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Church services in the Parish Upon The Hills 

Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450  
ravi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk  Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine Law-
rence (with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, Elmsted, Petham, 
Waltham): The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 4034409 
lorraine_lawrence@btinternet.com. Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon 01233 
750327, Mrs Ten Hove 01227 700460. United Wye Benefice 01233 
813793 www.wyebenefice.org.uk 

Mar  4 
Mar  11 

Mrs Morris 
Mrs Waters 

Mrs Hursey 
Mrs Pearce 
 

Mar  18 
Mar 25 

Mrs Hewes, Mrs Healy 
Mrs Perez, Mrs French 

Mrs Healy 
Mrs Denny 
 

   

This month’s church flowers and cleaning volunteers: 

   St Mary’s    St James’ 

5 Mar 1st 
 Sunday 

9:30am – all four churches (Elmsted, Hastingleigh,  
Petham & Waltham) - Communion 

12 Mar 2nd 
Sunday 

8am BCP Communion Waltham 
10am Messy Church at Bodsham CP School 
11am Petham Communion 

19 Mar 3rd 
Sunday 

9:30am Waltham Communion 
11am Hastingleigh Communion 
11am Petham Family Service (no Communion) 
5pm Elmsted Choral Evensong 

 
26 Mar  

4th 
Sunday 

9:30am Elmsted Communion (with Waltham) 
11am Hastingleigh  
11am Petham Family Communion with Posies 
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Toby Gardener       07831 473981 
Beriscolt       (Eve) 01233 750489 
Hastingleigh    tandrgardener@btinternet.com 

Tree Surgeon and Fencing Contractor 

● Tree surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed. 

● Hedge cutting. 

● Stump grinding. 

● Garden fencing supplied and erected. 

● Hedges planted. 
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1st 
Coffee Morning 
Evington Community Choir 

 
10.30 
19.00 

 

2nd 
Art Group 
W. I Meeting 

09.30 
19.00 

6th ECP AGM 
19.30 

 

7th 
Toddler Group 
Library Van at Hall Car Park 

09.30 
09.45 

8th Evington Community Choir 19.00 

9th 
Art Group 
Elmsted Parish Council  

09.30 
19.30 

10th Whist Drive 19.00 

14th 
Toddler Group 
Hastingleigh Parish Council  

09.30 
19.45 

15th Evington Community Choir 19.00 

16th Art Group 09.30 

18th Cinque Ports Scribes 09.00 

19th Cinque Ports Scribes 09.00 

21st 
Toddler Group 
Library Van at Hall Car Park 
Evington Gardeners 

09.30 
09.45 
19.30 

22nd Evington Community Choir 19.00 

23rd Art Group 0930  

28th Toddler Group 09.30 

29th Evington Community Choir 19.00 

30th Art Group 09.30 

Minute taker 
OUR magazine is looking for a 
new secretary. The role entails 
one meeting a year to take 
minutes and a very small 
amount of administration. 

Cheers for 

the Bowl 
CONGRATULATIONS  are in 
order for landlord Ron and 
family at the Bowl Inn for being 
awarded Pub of the Year by the 
area’s Camra branch. 

This is the second time the 
Bowl has won the title since Ron 
and Ann took over.  

Bob Martin, chairman of 
the Ashford, Folkestone and 
Romney Marsh Branch of 
Camra, said: “We gave the 
award for beer, cider and perry 
quality as well as a string of 
other things such as style, décor, 
cleanliness, service, welcome, 
atmosphere, and the overall 
impression. 

Diary Dates  
For updates on events 

at the village hall visit 

www.evingtonhall.org.uk 

Hall on web 
DATES for Evington Village Hall 
can now be found on a newly 
launched community website: 

www.evingtonhall.org.uk 
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The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 
Beamed lounge with wood burner                   
Fully equipped kitchen 
Bathroom 
Enclosed garden 
 
 

The BARN 
Two bedrooms 

Open lounge 
Diner and kitchen 

Shower room 
 
 
 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 
B&B 

Large Double Bedroom with sofa and LCD Smart TV 

Continental breakfast 

Tea and coffee-making facilities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T: 01233 750042   M: 07989 584801  
E: info@bodshamholidaylets.com 

 

Crabtree Farm Cottages  

Self-catering holiday lets in Hastingleigh 
 

Ian and Amanda wish you 
a warm welcome 

 Two cottages, each offering: 
 Master bedroom with double 

oak bed 
 Second bedroom with twin oak 

beds 
 Lounge/kitchen, luxury 

bathroom 
 Wall-mounted flatscreen TV 
 Pets welcome 
 Children’s play area 

 
www.crabtreefarm.co.uk 
01233 750345 
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SIX MILE GARAGE LTD 
 

STONE STREET, STELLING MINNIS, CANTERBURY, CT4 6DN 

www.sixmilegarage.co.uk 

01227 709214/491  Fax: 01227 709331 

 Service and Repairs to Cars and  Light Commercial Vehicle 

  Class 4 and 7 M.O.T Testing 
 Diagnostic Tuning Centre 
 Accident Repair Centre 
 Car Sales 
 Collection & Delivery 

 

Forecourt Petrol & Shop                            Open 7 Days a Week 
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Nick Horton 
COUNTRY GRASSCARE 

 
Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing 

For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards 
 

Small business — Established 9 years 
No VAT 

 
Contact Nick on 07787 411685 

01233 812848 
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W E were told to be wary of 
driving through and camp-

ing in the Transkei area of South 
Africa. "Do not stop unless you re-
ally have to" and "never wild camp 
in the Transkei." These were words 
spoken by South Africans that we 
met further north. 

I'm not sure if those warn-
ings were warranted, but we were 
cautious during the few days that 
we were in this part of the country. 
But one things for sure, the Trans-
kei is stunning, wild but stunning.  

There is no coast road from 
Port Edward (the northern bounda-
ry of the Transkei), all the way 
through to East London. This 
means you have to drive inland to 
the old capital, Mthatha, and then 
down to the coast (mostly gravel 
tracks) where there are a number 
of camp sites dotted around. 

We went from sea level to 
4,000 feet, and back to sea level 
many times in this area. Anyway, 
we had no issues with security in 
the end. While talking security, 

Lorry 
way  
down... 

This episode in the 

African adventures of 

Vince and Jac Martin 

of Hastingleigh sees… 

a brush with fire and a 

taste of the winelands  

    1         23 

with the exception of perhaps Ma-
li and Mauritania, South Africa is 
definitely the place in Africa that 
you are most likely to be robbed 
(and possibly violently), and we 
feel least comfortable here (we 
have heard many, many stories of 
car jacking, burglary, etc from oth-
er South Africans). 

Amazingly in peaceful coun-
tries like Zambia, Malawi, Uganda 
etc you always have at least one 
guard (sometimes many more) at 
the campsite overnight. 

But here in SA, we never 
see a guard in or at the gates of 
the campsites. After the "Wild 
Coast", we stopped in Port Eliza-
beth and found a lovely campsite 
about 8km out of town and right 
on the headland. 

We stayed here for a few 
days, and on our second day we 
headed into town to find a shop-
ping mall. The first one (the big-
gest mall in PE) very nearly ended 
in disaster, as we turned into the 
mall from the main road, I spotted 
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Elegant Venue for Business Events, 
Weddings & Celebrations 

PLUS 

Classes & Activities: 

Pilates, Yoga, Ballroom Dancing, Latin & Salsa, Nordic Walking, 
Singing, Work-Out, Piano, Squash, Swimming (summer) 

 

www.charlton-park.org for details: 
Bishopsbourne,  Canterbury CT4 5JA 

 

Style Matters 
CVs, Brochures, Programmes. Wedding and Personal Stationery. 
Proofreading and research services. 
Special rates for Students: theses etc. 
 

Telephone: 01233 750425 
Emails: kerry.relton@googlemail.com 
jill.relton@tesco.net 
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Long night 

as wildfire 

threatens   

away and be ready to drive out at a 
moment’s notice should we get the 
call. The fire crews arrived, and the 
flames got closer, much closer… 

There were vehicles, fire en-
gines, and other officials driving 
about with blue lights flashing al-
most all night, it was difficult to see 
how close the fire was, all we knew 
was there was lots of worried 
campers and fire fighters. 

After a sleepless night, we 
were given the all clear at about 
6am, and as we drove out of the 
campsite we realised how close 
that fire came to sweeping through 
the camp (which also contained a 
large number of thatched roofed 
holiday rooms), It had crossed the 
road, and was right up to the hedg-
es and fences by the campsite.  

We had been looking for-
ward to the much-hyped Garden 
Route, from Port Elizabeth to 
Mossell Bay. In the end we were a 
little disappointed. It was touristy, 
pretty in places with lots of coffee 
shops, and places to spend your 
money, but after seeing some love-
ly places on our trip, it was a bit of 
a let down. 

Also everything, from camp-
ing to coffee is much more expen-
sive on the Garden Route. We did 
stay in some nice places along the 
coast, but also some very nasty 
large caravan parks that were 
packed with, sorry folks, pension-
ers. They arrive from just after the 

a height restriction of 2m, and as we 
are 3.6m tall, that just wasn't going 
to work! Luckily no one had pulled in 
behind us and I managed to reverse 
back though the traffic lights without 
causing too much chaos. 

When we got back to the road 
just before the campsite there had 
been a bush fire raging away on the 
other side of the road. 

Luckily, we managed to get 
through just before they closed the 
road. All was fine as the strong wind 
was coming straight in from the sea 
and so was blowing the bush fire 
away from the camp. 

This continued for another 24 
hours, and we were told it was doing 
a lot of damage to the Nature Re-
serve on the other side of the road.  

That night as we sat down out-
side cooking our Braii (barbecue), the 
strong wind suddenly completely 
stopped, then 10 minutes later, the 
wind started strongly again - this 
time it had swung round 180 degrees 
and suddenly everything was cov-
ered in ash and smoke was in the air. 
We were told to pack everything 
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07715 565030 

01227 700883 

Christmas Cottage 

Richdore Road 

Waltham 

Kent CT4 5SH 

Imaginative design  

 From single items 

to full room plans 

 From budget basic 

to dovetailed 

hardwood 

 Kitchen fitting 

service 

 Repairs & alterations 

bengrillet@btopenworld.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Suitable for absolutE beginners to experienced students; 

Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels. 
Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress. 

I ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF MASSAGE TREATMENTS: 
To ease stiff joints, promote health and well being and for stress. 
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach) 

 

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175 
lynn@saxby4.orangehome.co.uk 

WALTHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
MON EVENINGS 

PETHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
WED EVENINGS 

YOGA CLASSES 
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new year and stay until just before 
Easter as they usually get 40to 50 
per cent reduction during these 
times (we did not). 

Most stay at one caravan 
park for this whole period, and a lot 
did not want to talk to us! We did, 
however, meet some friendly peo-
ple along this stretch of coastline. 

There will be more details of 
the many places that we stayed on 
our blog www.lorrywaydown.com. 

After leaving the coast at 
Mossell Bay we headed inland to 
Swellendam, the third oldest town 
in South Africa, and the oldest part 
is quite nice (obviously full of coffee 
shops, restaurants, and curios).  

Here we stayed at a lovely 
quiet campsite in Bontebok Nation-
al Park. We had a few hikes, and a 
swim in the river to cool off. 

Swellendam is also the start 
of the Winelands, these vast areas 
of vineyards go from here right 
through to Stellenbosch, and wine 
is produced here on an industrial 
scale. We stopped one day for a 

coffee at a farm shop (known here 
as a Padstal). It was owned by a 
vineyard, in this case Bonnievale, so 
two bottles were bought. 

Later  we stopped for lunch 
at a restaurant just before Worces-
ter, again owned by another vine-
yard, this time Rooisberg Wines.  
Guess what? That night we camped 
at a wine farm... and so it goes on. 

We are now camped in the 
Klein Karoo (Little Karoo), the differ-
ence to the winelands couldn't be 
starker. Here we are at 3,600 feet, it 
has barely rained for the two years 
and it’s seriously, seriously hot in 
the sun, though we are only about 
50km from the winelands. 

We love being back in this 
arid semi-desert region. It’s so 
much quieter, and on the farm that 
we are camped at, the birdlife is 
amazing. Also we are back off the 
tarmac, on gravel roads, so much 
more interesting in the truck. 

We were warned yesterday 
by the owner not to go walking dur-
ing the heat of the day, as there are 
lots of snakes about at the moment.  

Next we are off star-gazing in 
Sutherland, and then slowly we will 
make our way north to the Namibi-
an border. Thanks for reading. You 
can view our blog and photos at 
www.lorrywaydown.com  

Vince and Jacqui Martin 
jacmart5@icloud.com we 

would love to hear from you. 

Uncorking 

delights of 

local brew 
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Louise Courtenay   01233 750439 
louise@cgflowers.co.uk  07776 161368 
Anna Geering    01227 709808 
anna@cgflowers.co.uk  07776 161368 

Event flowers   www.cgflowers.co.uk 

 Parties 
 Sympathy 
 Weddings  

mailto:louise@cgflowers.co.uk
mailto:anna@cgflowers.co.uk
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In Aid of the Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund 
Registered Charity:  283483 

  

Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis 
Kent CT4 6AN 

Tel: 01303 862622 ~ Fax: 01303 863007 
Website: www.lordwhisky.co.uk 

Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com 

  
Come and support our first event of the year at Park House 

  

Boot & Spring Fayre 
Saturday 6th May 

  
Park House, Stelling Minnis, 

Nr Canterbury CT4 6AN 

  
Boots from 8am ~ cars £6.50 / vans £10 

Entertainment from noon 
The Hythe Town Concert Band 

Lil’ Riders Pony Cycles ~ Pony Rides 
Hot & Cold Refreshments ~ Tombolas 

Raffles and much more! 

  
We are looking for entertainment and ideas for events 

at Park House and we want you to get involved.  
Please email us at lord.whisky@btinternet.com 

if you can help. 
  

~~~~~ 

  
Visit the Lord Whisky Tea Rooms  

  
Open every day, 10am to 4pm at Rhodes Minnis, CT4 6XY 

Also open Friday evenings 6pm – 9pm for Fish & Chips 
Tel: 01303 862349 
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PAINTING & DECORATING 

DAVID FARNFIELD 
 

  FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS 
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 

WALLPAPERING 
FREE Estimates 

07710 130275 
01233 750450 

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com 

www.davidfarnfield.com 
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RICHARD GILBERT 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 

Established 25 years 
 

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist – OFTEC & Gas Safe 
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates. 
Wood Burning Stove Installations   -   HETAS registered 
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and 
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers 
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations. 
 

All Domestic Plumbing including – Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including 
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher 
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators 
and thermostatic valves. 

01233 812566      07860 877836 
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Community 
Contacts 
 
 
 
Elmsted Parish Council    
Hastingleigh Parish Council   
Evington Hall (Bookings)   
                 
Evington Hall Committee Hon Sec 
EVP Hon Sec  
Evington Gardeners Hon Sec 
Evington Community Choir  
Art Group   
Footpath Walks   
Women’s Institute  
Parent and Toddler Group  
Neighbourhood Watch Hastingleigh 
Neighbourhood Watch Elmsted 

Tracey Block  01233 750415 
Tracey Block 01233 750415 

         Shelley  07401 908249  
bookings@evingtonhall.org.uk 

Mrs S Lawson 01233 750288 
Mrs S Boxall 01233 750206 
Mrs J Pearce 01233 750382 
Mrs C Jeffery 01233 750585 

Mrs V Kerry 01227 700843 
Mr D Harris 01233 813711 

Mrs J Bowes 01233 811875 
Mrs N Phipps 01233 750221 

Mr G Block 01233 750415 
Mr J Argar 01233 750311 
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Kent ales 

and ciders. 

Wines & lagers 

 

Thurs to Sun 

noon to 11pm 

 

Well-behaved 

dogs welcome 

 

01233 750083 

Also home to Kaos Blacksmiths 

www.kaosblacksmiths.com 

The Timber Batts Inn 
A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham 

Wood-fired pizza 

Game-burgers 

Fish ’n’ chips 

Baguettes 

 

See Facebook for  

food availability 

 

School Hill 

Bodsham 

www.facebook.com/timberbatts 

www.timberbatts.com 


