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April

in Elmsted with Hastingleigh

The daffodils have opened and
are a very welcome sight

coming into Hastingleigh. We have
some new advertisers this month,
welcome to Tom Linch - Cedar tree
care, Dougie Wallis — decorator,
and Paul Boxall — window cleaner.
We would love to see new content
in the magazine, so please do send
us any articles, puzzles or recipes
you would like to share. Due to the
extraordinary times we find our-
selves in our printers may need to
close, so we are putting in a contin-
gency plan to email a copy to our
readers where possible. If this be-
comes necessary and you would
like receive an electronic copy
please send your email address to
the newsletter secretary at secre-
tary.communitynews@gmail.com
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advertising or incorrect editorial

supplied to us in good faith.

Please provide any promotional or
editorial content in Word format
rather than pdf. For length, grammar
and style issues the Editor reserves

the right to edit it.

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk
Advertising: advertising.communitynews@gmail.com
Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com

Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT.
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PAINTING & DECORATING
DAVID FARNFIELD

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION

WALLPAPERING

FREE Estimates
®

/ |
T 07710 130275

01233 750450
enquiries@davidfarnfield.com
www.davidfarnfield.com

Tree Work Contractor

Tree Surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed.
Hedge cutting.
Stump grinding.

Operated van mounted cherry
picker for hire by the hour
(60ft max height, IPAF qualified)

Fully insured with 25 years local experience.

Toby Gardener 07831 473981
Beriscolt (Eve) 01233 750489
Hastingleigh tandrgardener@btinternet.com
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General Builders and Property Maintenance
ce -

BTl

= = __‘;-._,_. cfﬂ
ATA! All aspects covered

f‘] E\‘ Free Estimates
Glenn Young 01233 750427
~ Seasoned logs available

N free local delivery -

Chris Dryland

Property Maintenance

Decking - concreting - sheds - pergolas - weatherboarding
Fencing - boundaries - minor electrical - decorating - guttering
small projects - large projects - emergencies
Mostaspects of Household and GardenMaintenance
References available
Also
Tipis for hire
(W ? www.bighilltipis.co.uk

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787
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Wye Beauty

Electrolysis hair removal, Anti ageing facials, Microdermabrasion,
Skin tag, red vein and milia treatment
Manicures/pedicures, Threading, Waxing
Ear piercing

Microcurrent face lifting

Chiropodist services

Sports massage, Indian Head Massage
Semi permanent makeup

Spray tanning

Tues - Fri 8.30am -5 pm.

Sat 9am - 1pm (later by appointment)
Gift vouchers available

40years experience, Fully qualified staff
29 Bridge Street, Wye

TN25 5ED

Tel: 071233 811550

Email: wyebeauty @live.com
www.rtbs.co.uk

Major credit cards accepted

LOGS & FIREWOOD

For Good Quality,
Seasoned

Ash or mixed logs
(dry)

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570
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A
ROWNING
BUILDERS Ltd

Restoration & Extensions of Period Domestic Property
House Building and Conversions
Design and Planning Services

Prospect Farm House, Lees Road, Braboume Lees, Ashford, Kent TN25 6QE
Directors: J.E. and C.M. Browning Bsc (Hons), MCIOB, MASI

Telephone: 01303 813459 Mobile 07770667238
VAT Registration No: 661 7887 90 john@browningbuilders.co.uk

DAVE YOUNG & PAUL HARRIS

NS EIR

RPPROVED
CONTRRCTOR

Registered Electrical Contractors
All types of installation work carried out
Fully Insured

New Install - Rewires
Fault Finding - Repairs

FARM DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
Dave 07830148333 daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk
Paul 07940983052 paul s harris@sky.com
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WYNCOT KENNELS

and

CATTERY

(Hastingleigh)

FOR COMFORT AND PEACE OF MIND
WHERE A WARM CARING ATMOSPHERE
IS ALWAYS AT HAND

HEATED KENNELS AND CATTERY
FULLY LICENCED, FULLY TRAINED & CARING STAFF
SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR

Set in 9 acres overlooking the picturesque Kent Downs, we have 3 large paddocks
where the dogs are individually exercised and played with
INSPECTION WELCOMED
(8.30 - 11.30) - (2.00 - 5.00)

7 days a week
Phone 01233 750323 for any further details

STELLING MINNIS STORES
Telephone 709 204

www.stellingstores.tripod.com
shop@stellingstores.co.uk
stellingminnisstores.facebook.com

Come and do your shopping
in the friendly atmosphere of
our family run store!

You'll find an excellent

range of Fresh Fruit & Veg
and Local Meat

Milk & cream from real cows
Eggs from real chickens
Tasty Hams and Cheeses

Plus

Off License
National Lottery

01227
709204

And
Directions to Almost
ANYWHERE

). GROCERS, -




VANESSA LONDON

Mill Farm, Bodsham
01233 750427

Dry Seasoned
Logs

Free Local Delivery

ROZ BACON

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh,
Ashford, Kent TN25 SHU

01233 750327 (ans)
roz.bacon@btinternet.com
BED & BREAKFAST
Qualified Guide to City of
Canterbury and
Cathedral Guide.
Delightful rooms in a
lovely village.

CHILHAM FEEDS

01227 731159 “

9am - 5pm weekdays, 9am - 1pm Saturdays
Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks

For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc.
Bedding - Vitamins - Supplements - Conditioners - Accessories

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent

Sculpture and carving in wood

Fine printmaking and painting

Telephone: 01233 750305

MICHAEL RUST ~_

ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER

Architectural lettering in stone and wood

The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5SHW




MATHS TUITION

» GCSE & iGCSE

* Key Stage 3and 4

= Entrance exams

» 15+ years experience of tutoring
* Enhanced DBS certificate

| am patient, reliable and approachable.
Using a wide range of resources | enable students

to reach their potential.

Please contact: Clare Newman 01227 700291 for further details.

G.A. WATTS
Electrical Installations
Approved Electrician

NICEIC DOMESTIC INSTALLER

New installations. Extra points. Complete rewires.
Appliance testing and electrical surveys.

~ Security lighting.
Specialist in sympathetic
Wiring for period properties.

For personal attention
And free estimates
(01227) 709376
(07973) 480241




City&s
Cedar Tree Care Guilds

All types of work undertaken: NPTC

Qualified
* Crown Lifting * Crown Reductions
= Pollarding * Dismantling and Removals
*Hedge Maintenance = Stump Grinding and Removal

* Woodland Management = Mobile Saw Milling
= All Year Round Seasoned Logs Available

Fully insured and NPTC qualified with over
15 years of experience.

Contact Tom
Mobile: 07769908027 Email: Linchlot5@gmail.com

Dedicated to your pet’s well being

25 CINQUE PORTS VETS

Wye Veterinary Surgery

S5A Oxenturn Road

W Wye, Kent TN25 SBH
A Tel: 01233 813003
www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk

Email: wyeoffice@cinqueportsvets.co.uk

“} /A Opening Times:
(7(.3 p A & Monday to Friday
: 8.45am to 11.00am

/'\\%—/QK:J/ > 3.45pm t0 6.00pm

7 = r Saturday
8.45am to 10.30am

Please ask about our Pet Healthcare Plan
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D Wallis Decorating Paul Boxall
(
¢ 8 Local

For all your painting and Traditional

decorating needs. .
Call Dougie on Window Cleaner

Home: 01233 750308
Mobile: 07853868901
Over 45 years’ experience
Free estimates

FREELANCE HAIRDRESSER

Havef yourfhalr styled;n the 01233 750206
comfort of your own home 07999470889
Contact Lynne 07805087232

www.bodshamholidaylets.com

The SMITHY

Two Bedrooms
Beamed lounge with
wood burner
Fully equipped Kitchen
Bathroom
Enclosed garden

01233 750042
07989 584801

info@bodshamholidaylets.com
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Hastingleigh with Elmsted WI

H astingleigh with Elmsted W.I. met on Thursday the 5th of
March 2020 at the Evington Hall. 18 members attended.

We discussed various items of business before our speaker, Ms
Sheila Caulfield, gave us a talk entitled How to Declutter and Organise
your Wardrobe. Sheila started by telling us that women wear 20% of
their wardrobes 80% of the time. The purpose of clothing, apart from
keeping us warm, is to empower you to look, sound and feel
confident. Colour in clothing is important as it is the strongest
indicator of who we are, who we think we are, and who we want to
be. Decluttering isn’t about clearing out things only to replace them
with more things. Sheila advised us to start by thinking about what
activities we spend most of our time doing, and the acceptable dress
code for these activities. Once you are ready to begin decluttering,
you should start by taking everything out of your wardrobe, and sort
it into 3 piles; suits me and | wear it, don’t currently wear it and never
wear it. The ‘suits me’ pile will go straight back in the wardrobe and
everything in the ‘never wear’ goes, either to charity or sell it. The ‘I
don’t currently wear’ pile needs to be sorted by asking questions such
as ‘does the colour suit me?’, ‘does it fit?’, ‘impulse buy?’. If the
answer to the first two questions is no, then they need to go. Once
you’ve sorted you need to become a better shopper and only buy if
you need, rather than just want. Sheila also advised that accessories
are a great buy as they can be used to change the look of an outfit,
making it suitable for many different occasions.

The Flower of the Month winner for March was Sally Morley-
Smith, and the winner of the March competition, a useless item you
can’t bear to throw away, was Sara Nixon, with a large wooden bob-
bin.

Our next meeting, on Thursday the 2nd April has been cancelled in
accordance with the guidance on social distancing. We will be
reviewing the situation as it unfolds, as to whether or not the May
meeting will go ahead.

Marie Wenham
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In The Garden

Last month | was writing about mowing lawns. Ha! Now | am writing
mid March and still the rainy wet weather has not stopped so the
mowers are firmly shut in the shed — but ready to go.

I’m still behind with pruning trees, shrubs, soft fruit bushes and also
mulching with compost and wood chips. All because of the wet weather
is my excuse and so when the rain does stop and the ground dries up it
will be all ‘systems go’ just as it will be for our neighbouring farmers.

With Coronavirus expanding apace it looks as though a lot of us are
going to be staying at home more than usual and this will give us an
opportunity to make the most of our gardens. April is a busy, busy
month anyway. Order bedding plants or plugs and for hanging
baskets. If not already done clean and scrub the greenhouse and
fumigate it to remove unwanted bugs. Preparing beds by forking over
and applying well rotted manure or compost has been a bad joke up to
now, but it will not be too late as the soil starts to dry, it will
appreciate it and everything will begin to catch up. I've been able to
cover my compost heaps with waterproof sheets and those that were
made last summer heated up nicely which will have killed a lot of weeds
and should not be too wet to spread.

Perennial plants can be lifted and divided; this will improve their
vigour and create new plants for your garden or to give away. Hostas
can be divided before they come into leaf and primroses once their
flowering is over. The dampness in the soil still means that feeding your
shrubs and perennial flowers with a slow release fertiliser, hoed in if
possible, will do them some good. Generally, winter and early flowering
plants, such as forsythia and heathers can all be pruned back as
flowering finishes to keep their sturdiness and shape good. Other plants
like clematis and honeysuckle will be growing away and need tying in so
that their later display of flowers will be seen at their best — you can see
that | am an optimist and really do expect some marvellous spring and
summer weather to arrive.

If you are incarcerated at home with one person designated to do the
shopping etc., may be they can be persuaded to bring back some bags of
seed or multi-purpose compost to help propagate some vegetable seeds
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on window sills or the greenhouse, if you have one. The autumn sown
broad beans looked rather miserable all winter even though they grew
quite a bit whereas the spring sown beans in the greenhouse look great
and some of this may be due to an improved temperature there due to a
good electric heater and, for the propagator, a new thermostat. All the
broad beans were covered with a lightweight fleece as they were planted
out laid straight on the plants for a while for this holds the heat close to
them and counteracts the lack of full light at this time of year.

The first more hardy round seeded peas have been sown together
with early carrots and radish. And a word about sowing carrots — | make
a shallow drill and do my best to sow the carrot seeds about a
centimetre apart (to reduce the amount of time spent thinning as they
grow). Instead of raking the soil over the seed drill | back fill it up to soil
level with bought multi-purpose compost before watering it well. Seems
to help germination a lot. Not my idea but one | picked up from Bob
Flowerdew on the radio Gardeners’ Question Time. Now, with me, do
your really believe that is his real name — seems almost unbelievable for
a gardener! Lettuce and French Breakfast radish from modules are
planted out in the warmth of the greenhouse and the first tomatoes
have been planted on in small pots before they go out in the greenhouse
except for one variety that | have never grown before — Crimson Crush —
that, it is claimed is highly resistant to blight and therefore good for
planting outdoors as well as undercover.

Fred
For Sale
Renault Twingo 1.2 Freeway
3 door 2009

2 owners, 67,300 miles
Manual Petrol

Winning numbers for March Years MOT
ECP 100 Club Draw and 6 months fax,
Lst - 76 £1400.00
2nd- 19 07850427858
3rd - 33
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Footpath Group

fter last month’s walk was cancelled due to storm Dennis, we

were hoping for better weather for our March walk. However,
just before | was due to leave for the village hall, we had a very heavy
shower, which together with the strong, cold wind, did not make for
ideal walking conditions. | was surprised to find some hardy people
ready to walk.

Six of us and a dog set off, having decided that a short, easy walk
would be enough, even though, by then the rain had stopped and the
clouds were beginning to disperse. Apart from the chill wind, it was
pleasantly warm in the sun as we walked down Tamley Lane, then
beside the road to the crossroads and up to Staples Lees, where the
seventh walker was waiting patiently in the shelter of a hedge to join
us. Across the muddy field to the Waltham road, through the woods,
and over the fallen tree left across the path by the afore mentioned
Dennis and back to the village past the reed bed.

As | said, not a long walk, and those of you who read your
magazine thoroughly, will realise that this was the same walk we did
on the first of January, for which | apologise. We did however, finish
the afternoon with tea, cakes and chat in the comfort of my kitchen.

HR

WHIST DRIVE

The whist drive scheduled for Friday 10th April has been
postponed as it clashes with Good Friday and the Easter
Holiday. As this is usually a Charity whist drive we will hope to start
the season earlier on Friday 11th September.

=
(Covid 19 permitting) SB ’.Q'Q'!* g%f
1984
[
»
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Evington Community
Project A.G.M

Chairman’s Report for 2019

The ECP has now completed fifteen years of service to the
communities of ElImsted and Hastingleigh.

We held another successful Spring Fair on the 6th May 2019,
this time taking a slightly different approach by inviting local
organisations to run a stall. ECP retained all of the money these stalls
raised and then awarded each stall a grant towards a particular
project identified by the organisation. This model seemed to have
worked well and certainly achieved our aim of increasing the Spring
Fair's footfall.

Our 100+ Club Raffle, which is now in its 6th year, continues to
be very popular and we would like to thank all of those who support
this venture.. Our Film Shows continue to be well supported and we
have received many complements on our choice of films. Many
thanks to those of you who suggest titles / supply films to be shown.
In October we ran a Pottery Painting Workshop in the Evington Hall in
association with Kippys. We continue to assist financially with the
maintenance of the Playing Field. Our annual Seasonal Thanks
morning was held in December and was combined with £100 worth
of bonus draws of our 100 Club.

I should like to take this opportunity, once again, to thank the
Evington Community Project committee. | should also like to thank,
on behalf of ECP, The Powell Family for allowing the use of their field;
Sarah Pell for checking our accounts; Elmsted and Hastingleigh Parish
Councils and all of you who have generously supported and assisted
with our events throughout the year.

Robin Helmer
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VE75 Celebration

VEDAY

You are invited to the Hastingleigh and Elmsted Celebration of the

75" Anniversary of VE Day
8™ May 2020 at Evington Village Hall

From 2.00pm - Small 1940’s style fair
3.00pm - A Nation’s Toast
3.10pm - An Afternoon Tea Party
Please bring a plate of sweet and a plate of savoury to share

1940’s Style Clothing is optional
Songs led by Evington Choir to follow

At Elmsted Church
6.55pm - A Ring Out for Peace
7.00pm - Lighting of the Beacon

At Evington Hall
8.00pm - Soup served followed by a Wartime Film

There is to be a display of Wartime memories at the Village Hall.
If you would like to add to this, please contact
Tracey Block on 01233 750415 or
Robin Helmer on 01233 750236
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LUNCHES & TEAS

SUNDAY 24TH MAY, 2020
NOON - 4PM

There will be delicious home cooked lunches and an
array of home baked cakes and deserts.
We will have a plant stall with strong,
healthy perennials and vegetable plants for sale
to cheer up your garden.

Live music by Leon Hastwell
Crafting Competition.

For further details please contact Vanessa London 01233 750427
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Church Services for April in the Parish Upon The Hills

Date

05/04

First Sunday

09:30 — Waltham — Palm Sunday service
with Bishop Rose - for Elmsted,
Hastingleigh, Petham & Waltham.

10/04

Good Friday

10:00 Petham Easter Garden building
12-12:50 Hastingleigh Stations of the
Cross

1-1:50 Petham meditative reflection
2-3:00 Waltham musical reflection

12/04

Easter Sunday

08.00 - Waltham — BCP Communion
11.00 - Petham — Family Communion

19/04

Third Sunday

09:30 Waltham Communion

11:00 Hastingleigh Communion

11:00 Petham Family Service (No Com-
munion)

17:00 Elmsted Choral Evensong followed
by Deans farewell afternoon tea

26/04

Fourth Sunday

11:00 Petham Family Communion
11:00 Hastingleigh BCP Communion

Please note that because of the covid 19 epidemic all services are
subject to change. We will endeavour to regularly update all village
Facebook groups and suggest you check yours before attending.

Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450
ravi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine
Lawrence (with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, EImsted, Petham,
Waltham): The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409
mailto: revlorrainelawrence@icloud.com. Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon
01233 750327, Mrs R Doyle 01227 700296. United Wye Benefice 01233
813793 www.wyebenefice.org.uk
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Dlary Dates - April

Wed Coffee Morning 10.30-11.30
Thurs 2nd W.I. Meeting 19.30-22.00
Tues  7th Hall Trustees AGM 19.30 - 21.00
Sun 12th Footpath Group 14.00
Tues 14th Library Van 09.45 -10.15
Hastingleigh PC Meeting 19.30-21.00
Mon 20th Guild for the deaf AGM 20.00-21.30
Tues 21st Toddler Group 09.30-11.30
Evington Gardeners AGM 19.30-22.00
Wed 22nd Evington Community Choir 19.00 - 21.00
Tues 28th Toddlers 09.30-11.30
Library Van 09.45 -10.15
Wed 29th Evington Community Choir 19.00 - 21.00

The above dates are taken from the Evington Hall website calendar
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk)
All events at the village hall unless otherwise stated

DUE TO CORONAVIRUS, PLEASE CHECK
WITH ORGANISER THAT THE EVENT IS STILL
TAKING PLACE

Church flowers and cleaning volunteers:

St Mary’s St James’

Mar 28" | Mrs Bacon Mrs London, Ms Flitney
Apr 4" Mrs Geering Mrs Francesconi

Mrs Sharp Mrs Hill
Apr 11" | Mrs Bowes Mrs Green
Apr 18™ | Mrs Helmer Mrs Calcutt
Apr 25" | Mrs Boxall Mrs Jeffrey
May 2" | Mrs Pell
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS . -
at ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, i
HASTINGLEIGH

All events will be at 7pm for 7.30pm,
with refreshments.

Friday 24th April
A concert by
The Chamber Choir of King's School, Canterbury.
A varied musical programme, and a delightful
opportunity to hear these talented young people.
Tickets £7.50 on the door.

Saturday, 16th May.
A talk on
Wildlife Conservation in Our Local Area
by Dan Tuson, East Kent Manager of
Natural England's Kent Downs.

Saturday, 13th June
A talk:
"Canterbury Goes Viral!"
by Father Rodney Schofield.
2020 1s the 800th anniversary of the removal of
Becket's body from the tomb to the glittering shrine,
which pilgrims visited for hundreds of years.

Talks are free, but there will be a bowl for donations
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St Mary’s Church
Hastingleigh

[ A 43;}
L S ‘« e X

Anyone wishing to donate money for flowers at Easter in

memory of a loved one, please contact Roz 01233 750327

‘So they do say.!

O n the 1st August, 1754, a 23 year old woman from Hastingleigh
was found guilty by the Consistory Court of Canterbury of
fornication in Lyminge, and sentenced to do Penance in Lyminge
Church by wearing a white sheet and carrying a white wand. She was
required repeat the following confession before the clergy and
congregation, ‘Now I do here before God and his Congregation humbly
confess and Acknowledge such my Great Wickedness for which | am
heartily sorry and penitent beseeching Almighty God to forgive the
same and my neighbours to be satisfied with this my penitent
confession and | promise by God’s Grace to live more chastely and
honestly for the time to come which God grant | may perform. Amen’
This was standard wording for this crime. Eleanor died on the 27th
October 1760 aged 27 and was buried at St Mary’s Church,
Hastingleigh, grave No105.

On the 7th January 1615, Adam Gosham, a labourer in
Hastingleigh, broke into and entered the barn of Richard Hawke who
lived at South Hill Farm, and stole ‘one bushell of oates’ worth 10d,
belonging to the said Richard Hawke. He acknowledged the indictment
and was whipped.

T™W
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Wye Surgery PPG

e-CONSULT ONLINE CONSULTATION

o n March 16 Wye Surgery went live with the new e-Consult online
system for contacting your GP. e-Consult replaces ‘Ask my GP’. It may
be accessed through the surgery website (wyesurgery.co.uk) and it enables
patients to submit their symptoms electronically 24 hours a day 7 days a
week and receive a reply by the next working day either by text message,
email or telephone. e-Consult was piloted by GP practices in the West of
England and is now used by over 1200 GP practices, including other
practices in the Ashford Primary Care Network.

The app requires patients to answer a series of questions and the
answers will sign-post them to the most appropriate care, including a face
to face appointment, self-help, advice from a pharmacy or a simple
administrative response (a sick note or access to test results without the
need for an appointment). e-Consult includes a Red Flag alerting system
that identifies potential critical illnesses and fast-tracks GPs’ responses.

One advantage of the new system is that it will remove the need to
queue up on the telephone at 8 o’clock in the morning, as it can be
submitted at any time of the day or night. It is also timely, as surgeries are
facing unprecedented demand as a result of the corona virus pandemic.

e- Consult will allow patients to have access to clinical advice from GPs
without having to come into the surgery, reducing the risk of infection
spreading to other patients and/or to surgery staff.

The new system should reduce waiting times before clinical decisions are
reached and could release more GP time for face-to-face appointments.

e- Consult is a more advanced system than ‘Ask my GP’ as it allows more
space for free text to describe their symptomes. It is also safer for the patient
allowing the Dr to identify urgent cases quickly, rather than risking them
being the last in a telephone queue when all the appointments are gone for
the day. Clearly, not all patients can use the Internet and there are

separate arrangements for children under 6 months old.

Online consultation services do require a change of culture and mindset
as we move away from the traditional face-to-face visits to the Dr, but
online technology is capable of offering innovative new ways of maximizing
the clinical resources we have available.

Judith Timms, PPG Chair
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Farming Notebook

Well, it is official, and you heard it here first.... The sun shone all
day yesterday, it was warm and the skies were blue. It really felt
like spring. It felt good.

Another sign of optimism was the start of calving. Two cows have
had calves, both very bonny bulls. Both mums gave birth unaided. One
was a heifer - a first time mother — which can sometimes be problematic.
The calves got up and found the milk bar all by themselves, and both
offspring are charging around playing in the straw. Let’s hope that the
rest of calving goes as smoothly. Either way, it is a good start.

It all worked out very well. We had moved some of the Sussex cattle
which had calved at Christmas time out on to some free draining
permanent pasture, and then cleaned out the barn. The pen was
strawed down as preparation for calving. Expecting a week at least
before the first calf, it was a pleasant surprise to find two the very next
day! Apart from wanting to prepare a nursery, we were also acutely
aware that our straw and silage supplies are going to run out by the end
of April. It has been such a long winter. Turning some of the cattle out
early, even if it is really still a bit wet underfoot, will help conserve some
of the bedding and forage.

On the arable side we are desperate to get some more fertiliser onto
all the crops. Our view is, that with the saturated soils, and forecasts of
yet more rain, that a “little and often” approach to feeding the crops will
make best use of the nutrients. Everything had 40kg/ha of Nitrogen
(+Sulphur) in February, and the intention is to go over everything again
with another 40kg/ha of straight Nitrogen as soon as possible.

All the earlier sown wheats look fine, even the later sown fields look
OK, but the oilseed rape is so slow getting away. The plants are there,
but they are just not moving. | have a daily trek across the field putting
out banger ropes to keep the pigeons away to give the crop the best
chance. It really does need some warm weather. At the moment it is
difficult to imagine the crop in full flower in 6 weeks time....

It was only a few weeks ago that all the discussion amongst
farmers was how late was it safe to plant winter wheat. ( Winter wheat
needs to vernalise, which basically means it needs a frost to trigger its

23



seed production phase). It is generally accepted that that window of
opportunity is now closed. Ironically the discussion is now on how late
can we plant spring crops! We are several weeks behind in planting
spring beans. It is already past the time for spring wheat. We live in
hope that the developing high pressure in the forecasts actually happens
and that we do get a few warmer days without rain. It is interesting that,
this year’s crops that are poorer than we would like, are regarded as
having potential. In most years we might consider ploughing them in
and starting again. This year it is definitely “a bird in the hand....”.

Having a poor crop is better than having no crop at all!

The world around us is in turmoil. The markets are in meltdown. This
includes commodities. We have yet to strike a price for our oilseed rape
which was collected last autumn. The values have fallen sharply and |
fear may not recover before | have to sell. Ho hum....I have to accept the
situation-there is really nothing that | can do to alter it.

| do take issue with the media, broadcast media in particular. The
government position on Covid 19 has been led by advice from the chief
medical officer, who himself will have had advice from a wide range of
experts. The guidance has been measured and, in my view, well ex-
plained. Always with a caveat that things may have to change at short
notice. The media, however, go out of their way to find an “expert” who
will contradict the advice given and propose alternative strategies. More
air time and debate is given to this expert than the official view. All this
leads to is scare mongering. It is the debate on the MMR vaccinination
all over again. The media have to take no small amount of the blame
that mumps is on the increase, with occasionally fatal results.

While | am on the subject, who is it that shows rows and rows of
empty shelves on every news bulletin, with statements that loo rolls may
run out and food may become short? Do the media ever stop and think
that they may be the cause of the panic buying. They, of course would
never agree.... ( One Australian newspaper had an eight page centre “pull
out” relating to the loo roll shortage. Each page was clearly marked as to
where to cut it and where to punch the hole for the string! - | had to
laugh...)

Forever the optimist, | am looking forward to being busy next week
getting on with field work at last. Now where is my factor 30.......

W Wilson-Haffenden
24



In Aid of the Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund
Registered Charity: 283483
Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN
Tel: 01303 862622 ~ Fax: 01303 863007
Website: www.lordwhisky.co.uk ~ Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com

Boot & Spring Fayre
Saturday 9th May

at Park House, Stelling Minnis CT4 6AN
Boots from 8am ~ Cars £7/Vans £10
Entertainment from 11am including The East Kent Piping Soci-
ety
and ‘Falconry Dismay’, a raucous show about falconry displays
(in association with Applause Outdoors)
Sheep Shearing ~ Tombola ~ Bric-a-Brac
Hot & Cold Refreshments ~ Classic Cars and Motorbikes wel-
come
Admission by donation ~ Free Parking

Visit the Lord Whisky Tearooms

Gate Lane, Rhodes Minnis CT4 6XY
Open daily 10am - 4pm. Tel 01303 862349

Freshly prepared Breakfasts, Lunches, Teas and Snacks
Come and try our delicious Sunday Roasts
Home-made cakes ~ Good Quality Bric-a-Brac

We can cater for wakes, christenings and birthday parties etc.
at times to suit you
Please contact us to discuss your requirements

Find us on Facebook: The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund Kent
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WYE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
Jo Bond MCSP

Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists
in Private Practice

tel/fax: 01233 812596
e-mail: jowyephysio@yahoo.com
The White House, 71 Scotton Street, Wye,
Ashford, Kent TN25 5BW

Containerised Storage

available locally

Fully secure
Indoors or outdoors

Competitive rates

Please phone 01233 720871 /email:
info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details
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Nick Horton
COUNTRY GRASSCARE

Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing
For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards

Small business — Established 13 years
No VAT

Contact Nick on 07787 411685
01233 812848

Lady Painter

ALLASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE

CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01233 750378 07866 002627
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.co.uk
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P J Sweeps
Phillip Joiner
Chimney Engineer
Over 12 Years’ Experience

NAC Registered
Fully Insured
Chimney Lining
Pots & Cowls
Fireplaces Fitted
CCTV Surveying
Stoves Installed & Service

We are now Rotary Sweeping which removes soot and tar
build up more efficiently than normal manual sweeping
effective and deeper clean. We are one of the few sweeps
in the area that offer this service.
01227 700 909 pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk
WWW.PJCHIMNEYSWEEPS.CO.UK

WG

PLAY LEARN GROW

Bossingham

pre-school

o Children aged 2-5 years ¢ Experienced & friendly staff
¢ Quiet rural location o Breakfast & after-school clubs

Situated in purpose-built premises, within the grounds of Stelling Minnis
Primary School, we offer creative and stimulating activities to help the
physical, social and educational needs of every child. There's an
all-weather outdoor play area, optional breakfast club available from
8am and after-school club available until 6pm.

visit: bossinghampreschool.co.uk
or call: 01227 709156
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AFB ELECTRICAL LIMITED  mafjazi=unz

Electrical Contractor i

All electrical work undertaken

Please contact:
Andy Burchell

Tel: 01233 632424 Mobile: 07739 259953
E-mail: aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk

BOSSINGHAM

GROUNDWORK LANDSCAPING

EXCAVATION PATIOS
CONCRETING /a\',.K’ PONDS
DRAINAGE T \ TURFING
CAR PARKS @,’ FENCING
DRIVEWAYS - PLAYGROUNDS
BRICKWORK - EQUESTRIAN ARENAS

M: 07894 007 660 W: 01303 890 704
WWW.BOSSINGHAMGROUNDWORKS.COM
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C J LILLEY

General Building & Maintenance - Period Property Specialist

Chimney Specialist ® Roof Repairs & Alterations
Leadwork e Small Extensions ® Oak Framing
Hard Landscaping ® Fencing ¢Drainage
Interior Alterations e Painting ¢ Fully Insured

H: 01227 730209
M: 07908 553655
E: ¢jlilley58 @hotmail.co.uk
W: www.cjlilleybuilders.webs.com
A: Danewood, Crundale, Canterbury CT4 7EF

RICHARD GILBERT
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING
Established 25 years

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist - OFTEC & Gas Safe
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates.

Wood Burning Stove Installations - HETAS registered
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations.

All Domestic Plumbing including — Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators
and thermostatic valves.

01233 812566 07860 877836
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Rosedene, Canterbury Road, Challock, Ashford, Kent,
S pcs Local Computer
‘ & Laptop Repairs

Laptop Repairs Computer Service
Fixed Price Remove Malware
Check Hardware Internet Access
Fix Emails Improve Performance

New Screens New Keyboards
Memory Upgrades Power Supplies

New Computers Ph one Data Recovery

01233 740306

support@kentpcs.co.uk

K.P Decorating
Services

« Interior Decorating

« Exterior Decorating

+ Floor and wall tiling

- Laminate flooring

+ General house maintenance

pip_peters@icloud.com
www.kpdecoratingservices.com

Call: 07956455720 ‘
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Weddings Events Sympathy  Workshops
www.eastkentflowercompany.com
Louise Courtenay-Snipp

Floral Designer

Mobile 07776161368
Landline 01233 750439

email : Jouise(@eastkentflowercompany.com

YOGA CLASSES
WALTHAM PETHAM
VILLAGE HALL VILLAGE HALL
MON EVENINGS WED MORNINGS

Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students;
Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels.
Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress.

(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach)
Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175

lynnsaxby@gmail.com
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* Cruise Holi

* Large MPV

-

. Alrport Transfers

"ETMCARS

The smarter way to travel

Chauffeur Service

01233 629 551
07801 476 789

info@etmcars.co.uk

day Transfers

available

* Reliable & Competitive www.etmecars.co.uk

LR

IGER HEATING

Boiler Service, Repair & Installation

Gas, Oil & LPG

Landlord Certificates - Central Heating Problems,
Hot Water Issues - Under Floor Heating

Call Philip

01233 750950 or 07976 0| IO
safe

The Local Boiler Man in a scruffy van

EEEEEEE
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Kent busmess owner?

We can handle all your Trade Waste

needs
0344 880 7700 couNTRY:Tylc)
SARAH de
AJ Fortescue & Son Lid ROUGEMONT
BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS UPHOLSTERY
Established 1990

EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS,
REPAIRS, GROUNDWORK

Trustworthy, Reliable,
Long established local business

Waterside Farm, West Braboume,
Ashford, TN25 5NA
Tel: 01303 813108
E-Mail:
office@ajfortescueandson.co.uk

Loose Covers - Fabrics
Roman blinds
All commissions considered

(g
¥ g f
07973 377817
01227 455841
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Luci Pollard Ltd

Book-Keeping — Payroll — Accounts
Making Tax Digital — Workplace Pensions
VAT Returns — Purchase & Sales Ledger — Profit & Loss
Cash flow forecasting — CIS Returns — Payroll
150 Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford TN25 5DP

Tel: 01233 813213
Email: Ipollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk

C D Morris

Carpentry
Renovations and General Building
Including erection of oak buildings

Tel: 01233 613309 Mobile: 07895 806033

spaces BLG and swaw from £10 per week

BiltinglFarm Find us between Chilham and
Self; Wye on A28

www.biltingfarmselfstorage.co.uk
Call us on 01233 812631
or pop in for a chat

Monday-Friday 9-5
Saturday 8-1
& we will be happy to help

P
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SIX MILE GARAGE LTD
NFU APPROVED

CLASS 4/ 5 /7 MOT'S - ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE
CAR & LIGHT COMMERCIAL SERVICING
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICING - CAR SALES

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.sixmilegarage.co.uk

01227 709214/ 01227 709491
Stone Street, Stelling Minnis, Canterbury, CT4 6DN

BOYys & MAUGHAN

Solicitors boysandmaughan.co.uk

Peace of mind

¢ Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney
e Care fees planning

¢ Estate and tax planning

e Trust creation

Boys & Maughan has been providing expert local advice for over 200 years.
Get in touch today: Contact Simon Crooks at our Canterbury office.

Phone 01227 207000 Email stc@boysandmaughan.co.uk
Boys & Maughan Solicitors, Court Chambers, 9-10 Broad Street,
Canterbury, CT1 2LW
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Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service
S (g S For That Quality Service
o o o

Southern Cesspool Services

All Types of Tanks Emptied
W Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks
‘ Treatment Plants
b High Pressure drain jetting
’ Soakaways etc

egular Automatic Bookmgs

Card Payment geesg T
Accepted - V'SA

www.southerncesspoolservices.com info@southerncesspoolservices.com

Hastingleigh Garage

Motor Vehicle & Agricultural Engineer
MOTs, Welding

Vehicle bodywork repairs & spraying

Hastingleigh Yard, Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent

Telephone 01233 750413
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m thebowlonline.co.uk
bB 01233 750354

PBowl Inn

at Hastinglei¢h in Kent

'PUB OF THE YEAR 2012, 2017, 2018 & 2019!"

A beautiful 1740's public hotL on fthe NorthlKentishRDOWRS
..581 feet above sea level.

13 consecutive years in CAMRA’s ¢ood beer g¢uide: 2007-2019
Ashford, Folkestone & Romney Marsh pub of the year: 2012, 2017, 2018, 2019

Open from 5pm on Wednesday to Friday and open from midday over the weekend.
Closed on Mondays & Tuesdays. Families welcome. No dog¢s except ¢uide dogs.

The Timber Batts lnin

A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham
www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com
Well-behaved # (k' "

dogs welcome .‘ 3

" . A See Facebook for
R ':"-. - I- - ; ' fe ilabili
Kent ales ! :"m.' 5y A ood availability
and ciders. __ Tk

Wines & lagers 11"

Also home to Kaos Blacksmlths WWW. kaosblacksmlths com
Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm




