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  Elmsted and 
  Hastingleigh 
  Community 
  Contacts 

 
Elmsted Parish Council Tracey Block  01233 750415 
 

Hastingleigh Parish Council Tracey Block 01233 750415 
 

Evington Hall (Bookings)  Shelley  07401 908249 
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk) bookings@evingtonhall.org.uk  
 

Evington Hall Committee Hon Sec Mrs H French 01233 750483  
 

ECP Hon Sec  Mrs S Boxall 01233 750206 
 
Evington Gardeners Hon Sec Mrs H Ransley 01233 720152 
 

Evington Community Choir Mrs C Jeffery 01233 750585 
 

Art Group Mrs V Kerry 01227 700843 
 

Footpath Walks 
Mr D Harris 01233 813711 
 

Women’s Institute  
Mrs J Bowes 01233 811875 
 

Parent and Toddler Group  
Mrs L Lawrence 01233 750987 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Hastingleigh   
Mr G Block 01233 750415 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Elmsted  
Mr J Argar 01233 750311 
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Submissions 
The Community News takes no      
responsibility for misleading                
advertising or incorrect editorial               
supplied to us in good faith. 
 
Please provide any promotional or 
editorial content in Word format  
rather than pdf. For length, grammar 
and style issues the Editor reserves 
the right to edit it. 

 

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk 
Advertising:  shepandali@hotmail.com 

Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com 
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT. 

A t this time of year I always 
feel like I am welcomed into 

the village with a smile; the     
smiling, nodding daffodils lining 
the verge at the entrance to the      
village.  
      The WI are hosting an open 
meeting on the 4th April, with a 
speaker talking about the history 
of Gt. Ormond Street Hospital 
(page 13). There is still a need for 
prizes for the Spring Fair Tombola 
(page 14). Our local churches are 
hosting Easter egg hunts on Easter 
Sunday, see page 25 for details. 
On 28th April Hurst House is once 
again opening their gardens for 
charity, and are well worth a visit 
(page 23).  
      As always letters, articles and 
comments are always welcome. 

mailto:secretary.communitynews@gmail.com
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Chris Dryland 

 

small projects large projects  emergencies 

Most aspects  of  Household and  Garden Maintenance 

 

Also 

Tipis for hire 

www.bighilltipis.co.uk 

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787 
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Hastingleigh 

with Elmsted 

Women’s 

Institute 

even taking one to a book signing. He 
still keeps chickens now and     re-
galed us with comical stories about 
them. From chickens noisily laying 
eggs in his outside office, whilst he 
was on the phone to clients, to a 
chicken that turned out to be both a 
he and a she, with seized up knees, to 
an over zealous Indian Runner Duck 
that did victory laps and took fancy to 
a particular chicken. Mr Gurdon’s talk 
made for both an interesting and 
highly entertaining evening. 
      The Flower of the Month winner 
was Jean Bowes, with a beautiful  
hellebore, and the winner of the 
March competition, picked from a 
wonderful array of hand decorated 
eggs, was Lorraine Lawrence. 
      Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday the 4th April at 7.30 p.m., in 
the Evington Hall, where we will be 
having a talk about the history of 
Great Ormond Street. This is an open 
meeting and everyone is welcome. 
                                       Marie Wenham 
 

  3 

H astingleigh with Elmsted W.I. 
met on Thursday the 7th of 

March 2019 at the Evington Hall. 
19 members attended. 
      We discussed various items of 
business before our speaker, Mr 
Martin Gurdon, gave us a talk     
entitled Travels with My Chicken. 
Mr Gurdon is a motoring journalist 
who has kept chickens on and off 
throughout his life. He started off 
the talk by showing us a chicken 
saddle, a strange item used to help 
prevent friction related baldness 
from over attentive cockerels! 
When he was 10 years old he 
moved to Lancashire and had his 
first experience with chickens,    
collecting eggs in a battery farm. 
Soon after he got his first chickens, 
ex-battery hens. Years later he 
started to do talks about his chick-
ens, and started on the circuit 
bringing a live chicken with him, 

Travels With My 

Chicken 
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LOGS & FIREWOOD 
For Good Quality, 
Seasoned 

Ash or mixed logs 
(dry) 

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570 

Wye Beauty 
Electrolysis hair removal, Anti ageing facials, Microdermabrasion, 
Skin tag, red vein and milia treatment 
Manicures/pedicures, Threading, Waxing 
Ear piercing 
Microcurrent face lifting 
Chiropodist services 
Sports massage, Indian Head Massage 
Semi permanent makeup 
Spray tanning 
Open Monday’s by appointment 
Tues - Fri 8.30am  - 5 pm. Sat 9am - 4 pm 
Gift vouchers available 
39 years experience, Fully qualified staff 
29 Bridge Street, Wye 
TN25 5ED 
Tel: 01233 811550 
Email: wyebeauty@live.com 
www.rtbs.co.uk 
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In The 

Garden 

hour now will save much time later 
on.  Bulbous flowers such as tulips 
will make a splash of colour to cheer 
us.  Snakeshead fritillaries are a     
delight and it is not surprisingly they 
caught Shakespeare’s imagination for 
he wrote romantically about them.  
Found in the northern hemisphere 
from Europe to south-east Asia they 
have been used medicinally in China 
for some 2000 years.  Although they 
look delicate they naturalise in lawns 
which should be left uncut where 
they grow until accompanying wild 
flowers have seeded. 
      On the top land in Hastingleigh 
and Elmsted the Camellias will do 
well with a regular display of flowers 
owing to the naturally acid soil.  
Spring flowering Magnolias such as 
‘Leonard Messel’ should also be flow-
ering well this month and, in contrast 
to the Camellias, they are tolerant of 
alkaline conditions. 
      In the kitchen garden April is one 
of the busiest times of the year if 
there is to be a succession of vegeta-
bles.  If beds have been manured and 
prepared over the winter a fine tilth 
can be raked suitable for the smaller 
seeds and also ready to plant out 
larger ones.  However, if cold rain or 
winds persist don’t rush too quickly; 
allow the soil to warm. Vegetables 
germinate at different temperatures 
and 10 degrees C would be a good 
aim for sowing.  A cheap thermome-
ter can be obtained at a garden cen-
tre although any thermometer will do 

Hoe the Weeds 

I f you haven’t started to sow 
seeds this spring then it’s not 

too late and I hope that when you 
are reading this the March winds 
(gales really!) have passed on their 
way and the April showers with 
sunshine in between is really 
tempting you outside for a bit of 
warmth and vitamin D.  The early 
warmth of February has been   
balanced by the much lower    
temperatures of March so as the 
seasons go we are perhaps back to 
normal. 
      On a rough bank we had                    
delicate and delightful wild violets 
growing and the daffodils have 
made a good showing.  Without 
care and proper ventilation the 
greenhouse and seedlings on              
windowsills indoors can be too 
warm and in danger of drying out.  
It’s a nice balance between 
warmth and moisture that will 
keep seed trays and pot plants 
growing on well. 
      And the weeds too do grow; 
responding to the spring they need 
hoeing while small and half an 
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john@browningbuilders.co.uk 

Mobile 07770667238 

DAVE   YOUNG         & PAUL   HARRIS 
 

Registered Electrical Contractors. 
All types of installation work carried out 
 

New Install   -   Rewires 
Fault Finding   -   Repairs 

 

FARM      DOMESTIC     COMMERCIAL 
Dave    07830148333     daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk 
Paul     07940983052     paul_s_harris@sky.com  

mailto:daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:paul_s_harris@sky.com
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summer cauliflowers may all be 
sown.  Peas too for if they are sown 
later they will run into summer    
temperatures which they do not 
like.                                                                                   
                                   Fred 

‘So they do 

say…!’ 

as long as it will read as low as zero.   
Make a pilot hole with a screwdriver 
so as not to damage the thermome-
ter and measure the temperature 
about 125 mm below the surface. 
      Broad beans, early roots such as 
carrot and beetroot, spinach and 

In The Garden cont. 

V illage street names: In most  
villages, the through-road is 

called ‘The Street’ as it is in 
Hastingleigh.  A street was the name 
given to a properly paved road as  
created by the Romans such as         
Watling Street, etc. By the time of 
Henry 1st, streets were a protected 
title and were supposed to be wide 

enough for two carriages side by 
side or 16 knights on horseback. 
‘Roads’ were later and Shakespeare 
was the first to use that term and in 
fact the City of London is so old, it 
has no ‘roads’. 
      There are around 5,500 Church 
Lanes in the British Isles. In the USA, 
there are more ‘2nds’ than any   
other name and more ‘Wests’ than 
‘Easts’.                                             
                                                           TW 
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01227 

709204 

8 

WYNCOT KENNELS 
and 

CATTERY 
(Hastingleigh) 

 

FOR COMFORT AND PEACE OF MIND 
WHERE A WARM CARING ATMOSPHERE 

IS ALWAYS AT HAND 
 

HEATED KENNELS AND CATTERY 
FULLY LICENCED, FULLY TRAINED & CARING STAFF 

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 
 

Set in 9 acres overlooking the picturesque Kent Downs, we have 3 large paddocks 
where  the dogs are individually exercised and played with 

INSPECTION WELCOMED 
(8.30 - 11.30) - (2.00 - 5.00) 

7 days a week 
Phone 01233 750323 for any further details 
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Club 

Draw 

T he latest winning numbers 
for the Evington                                 

Community Project 100 club             
draw are:  

1st Prize:   No.  31 
2nd Prize: No:  92 
3rd Prize: No:  46 

Evington 

Gardeners 
Growing plants in pots 

O n Tuesday 19th February, 
Yvonne introduced Mrs 

Susan Scrivens, who gave a talk 
about container gardening. This 
interesting and entertaining 
presentation was packed full of 
ideas, tips and beautiful photo-
graphs, and liberally sprinkled 
with amusing personal anec-
dotes. 
      After discussing the various 
reasons for growing plants in 
containers, ie – to create an 
effect in position, height and 
colour, the soil preference of 
certain plants, for tender plants 
which need protection from 
frost or a gift, the disadvantages 
were mentioned, ie – the need 
for watering and feeding and 
that this type of gardening takes 
time and money. 
      Then the question of which 
comes first, the container or the 
plant? There followed illustra-
tions of what can constitute a 
container, with the advice to be 

creative in one’s choice, taking 
into account size and background. 
Suitable plants range from small 
trees and bushes to fruit and   
vegetables, and can be sourced 
from nurseries and supermarkets 
or home grown from cuttings.  
      This thought provoking 
presentation ended with some 
shots of plants in containers,    
taken around the county, with the 
advice to look at what other peo-
ple have done to get ideas, partic-
ularly outside pubs! 
      Next meeting is on 19th 
March, with speaker Mrs Alison 
Marsden, and a talk entitled 
“Gardening with more impact for 
less effort”.  
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ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER 
 Sculpture and carving in wood 
Architectural lettering in stone and wood 
Fine printmaking and painting 
 
The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane 
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW 
Telephone: 01233 750305 

VANESSA LONDON 

 

 

ROZ BACON 

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 5HU 

01233 750327 (ans) 
roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Qualified Guide to City of 
Canterbury and 

Cathedral Guide. 
Delightful rooms in a 

lovely village. 

CHILHAM FEEDS 

01227 731159 

 
9am  -  5pm weekdays,  9am  -  1pm Saturdays 

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks 
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc. 

Bedding  -  Vitamins  -  Supplements  -  Conditioners  - Accessories 

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent 
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Footpath 

Group 

D espite the weather forecast 
of extra strong winds and 

heavy showers, possibly clearing 
in the afternoon and two poten-
tial walkers being held up in    
London due to disruption of the 
train services because of the 
winds, five walkers set off down 
the lane past the old tennis courts 
into the woods where dogs    
mercury and wild garlic hinted at 
signs of spring.   There we met 
our first obstacle – a fallen tree 
covered in ivy across the path 
causing a short detour.  We     
continued on round Lyddendane 
and up the steep slope to the   
relative shelter of Shrubs Wood 
where we soon turned left along 
the track onto open pasture 
where we heard a lone skylark 
and out into the wind again.  
However the sun was shining with 
fluffy white clouds and no sign of 
rain.  Next, the only stile on our 
route proved to be another      

obstacle; clearly designed for 
those of above average height.  
All safely over we headed         
towards and crossed the         
Waltham road to cross meadows 
behind Smeed Farm to the sound 
of bleating lambs and joined the 
road again at Little Coombe 
where we turned to head back to 
Hastingleigh.  As we headed up 
the slope more skylarks were 
singing overhead, clearly not   
deterred by the wind, and from 
there too in the clear air we could 
clearly see the Isle of Sheppey in 
the distance behind us.  Back 
across the Waltham road and 
through the wood where the first 
bluebells were coming into flow-
er we returned to the village for a 
welcome cup of tea to be joined 
by our delayed walkers finally 
back from London. 

10th March 
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Containerised Storage 
 available locally  

 

Fully secure 

Indoors or outdoors 

Competitive rates 

 
 

Please phone 01233 720871/email:     

info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details 

 

Toby Gardener       07831 473981 
Beriscolt       (Eve) 01233 750489 
Hastingleigh    tandrgardener@btinternet.com 

Tree Surgeon and Fencing Contractor 

● Tree surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed. 

● Hedge cutting. 

● Stump grinding. 

● Garden fencing supplied and erected. 

● Hedges planted. 

● 25 years local experience.  
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OPEN MEETING 

 

Please come and join us for a talk entitled 

 
 
 

"GREAT  ORMOND  STREET                             

HOSPITAL” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 4th April 2019 

 

8.00 pm 

 

In the Evington Hall 

 

All Welcome 

 
Light refreshments provided 
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Evington Community Project 

 

Spring Fair Tombola Prizes 
 

Please start colleting items for the                     

Tombola such as 
Food & Drink (please check it is in date) 

Gifts & Toys (new) 

Please give your donations to either 

Sue Boxall (Quackers, Hastingleigh)  

or Tracey Block (The Briers, Hastingleigh) 

                            MATHS TUITION 
 

▪  GCSE & iGCSE 
▪  Key Stage 3 and 4 
▪  Entrance exams 
▪  15+ years experience of tutoring 
▪  Enhanced DBS certificate 
 

       I am patient, reliable and approachable. 
Using a wide range of resources I enable students                                              

to reach their potential. 
 

   Please contact:    Clare Newman 01227 700291 for further details.  

14 
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News From 

Bodsham 

School 

T he children and staff at   
Bodsham participated in 

World book day this year and 
spent a week enjoying everything 
books had to offer. They even got 
to come to school one day dressed 
as their favourite character from a 
book. Costumes ranged from   
Harry Potter to Where’s Wally and 
the staff participated too, dressing 
up themselves - much to the     
enjoyment of the children! The 
children practised giving by                
donating their old books to a  
charity called Books to Africa. 
More information about the chari-
ty can be found at https://
books2africa.org.  
      Pupils from Woodpeckers class 
took part in a Badminton competi-
tion in Folkestone and proved to 
be sporting superstars taking away 
a gold for one team and second 
place for another. But most       
importantly they all had an           

excellent time.  
     The children on the school 
council decided this year to raise 
money for Red Nose Day by      
paying £1 to wear their own 
clothes, doing a sponsored 
danceathon (dancing will be tak-
ing place throughout the school 
all day!) and holding a second 
hand toy, game and book sale 
after school. Bodsham children 
are always keen to give and raise 
money for charity and yet again 
they are doing an excellent job.  
On Saturday April 27th, we will 
be holding another “Bodsham 
beautiful” day at school. This is a 
day  for all DIY, gardening and 
maintenance jobs to be under-
taken by willing volunteers. As 
the name suggests this allows us 
to keep our school looking and 
functioning as it should and is 
vital to our building and grounds. 
If you feel you could volunteer 
for this in any way or may wish 
to donate funds towards work 
and supplies then please do get 
in touch with us via the school on 
01233 750374.  
 
Bodsham Parents and Friends 
Association  

Sporting Superstars 

1115 
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The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

info@bodshamholidaylets.com 
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 ELMSTED CHURCH  
Lunches & Teas  

 
  
 
  

 
 

Sunday 26th May, 2018 
Noon - 4pm 

There will be delicious home cooked lunches and an 
array of home baked cakes and deserts.  

We will have a plant stall with strong, healthy     
perennials and vegetable plants for sale to        

cheer up your garden.  
Live music by Leon Hastwell. 

Crafting Competition. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For further details please contact Vanessa London 01233 750427  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiFn4ux1ejgAhULzhoKHWcTC5sQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffoodiefrolics.wordpress.com%2Ftag%2Fploughmans-lunch%2F&psig=AOvVaw2QF0ypCI6xnmGKprcu8pd4&ust=155179503801
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PAINTING & DECORATING 

DAVID FARNFIELD 
 

  FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS 
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 

WALLPAPERING 
FREE Estimates 

07710 130275 
01233 750450 

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com 

www.davidfarnfield.com 

MARK HOPKINS 
Plumbing & Heating Ltd 

Mark Hopkins 

Mobile: 07957 448188  tel: 01233 664200 
e-mail: Hopkins_mark@btinternet.com 

 

7 Pembury Place, Orchard Heights,                                                

Ashford, Kent TN25 4QD 

mailto:Hopkins_mark@btinternet.com
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 EVINGTON COMMUNITY PROJECT 

SPRING FAIR 
Monday 6th May, 2018 

From 12.30pm on the Football Field,            
Hastingleigh 

7 Pembury Place, Orchard Heights,                                                

Raffle - Tombola - BBQ   
Beer Tent - Teas - Cakes   

Evington Gardeners’ Plant Stall  
 Coconut Shy - Face Painting 

Maypole Dancing 
Art Exhibition in Evington Village Hall  

Evington Community Choir 
Traditional Sideshows  

and many more attractions  
 

(No dogs allowed on the field, only assistance dogs) 

Sponsored by the local Parish Council 

mailto:Hopkins_mark@btinternet.com
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Church services in the Parish Upon The Hills 

Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450    
ravi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk  Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine         
Lawrence (with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, Elmsted, Petham, 
Waltham): The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409          
lorraine_lawrence@btinternet.com. Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon 01233 
750327, Mrs R Doyle 01227 700296. United Wye Benefice 01233 813793 
www.wyebenefice.org.uk 

07/04 First               
Sunday 

10.30 - Petham - Group service for Elmsted, 
Hastingleigh, Petham & Waltham. 

14/04 Second 
Sunday 

08.00 - Waltham -  BCP Communion 
11.00 - Petham - Communion 
Note: no Messy Church at Bodsham because it is 
school holidays  

19/04 Good 
Friday 

10.00-11.00 Petham -Children’s Easter garden 
building 
The 3 hours at the foot of the cross  
12.00 Elmsted - Stations of the cross         
13.00 Petham - Reflection and meditation  
14.00 Waltham - Easter readings and music  

21/04 Easter 
Sunday 

09:30 Waltham Family Communion 
11:00 Hastingleigh Family Communion 
11:00 Petham Family Communion 
17.00 Elmsted Choral Evensong  

28/04 Forth              
Sunday 

11:00 Petham New Family Communion 
11:00 Hastingleigh  Communion  

20 
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Diary Dates - April 

Tues 2nd Toddlers     09.30 - 12.00 
   Library Van     09.45 - 10.15 
   Hastingleigh PC Meeting  19.45 
Wed      3rd Coffee Morning    10.30 - 11.30 
   Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00  
Thurs      4th W.I. Meeting    19.30 - 22.00 
Tues 9th Evington Hall Committee AGM 19.30 - 21.30 
Fri          12th  Whist Drive    19.00 - 22.00 
Sun        14th Footpath Group    14.00    
Tues     16th Library Van     09.45 - 10.15 
   Evington Gardeners   19.30 - 22.00  
Tues      23rd Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
   AGM Guild of St John of Beverley 19.30 - 21.30 
Wed       24th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Mon      29th Parish APCM    18.30 - 19.30 
Tues       30th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
   Library Van     09.45 - 10.15 

The above dates are taken from the Evington Hall website calendar 
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk)  

  
All events at the village hall unless otherwise stated 

This month’s church flowers and cleaning volunteers: 
   St Mary’s       St James’ 

Mar 30th 
Apr 6th 

Mrs Bacon, Mrs Geering 
Mrs Sharp, Mrs Hill 

Mrs Green 
Mrs Calcutt 

Apr 13th 
Apr 20th 

Mrs Bowes 
Mrs Helmer 

Mrs MacFarlane 
Mrs Hewson 

Apr 27th 
May 4th 

Mrs Morris 
Mrs French 

Mrs London, Ms Flitney 
Mrs Francesconi 

21 
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Laptop Repairs 
  

New Screens  New Keyboards   
Memory Upgrades   Power Supplies   

Batteries   Hard Drives 

Computer Service 

Fixed Price  Remove Malware   
Check Hardware Internet Access 
Fix Emails Improve Performance 

Data Recovery 

support@kentpcs.co.uk 

Phone 
01233 740306 

Local Computer 
& Laptop Repairs 

Rosedene, Canterbury Road, Challock, Ashford, Kent, 

New Computers 
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SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT 

Upholstery 

07973 377817 
01227 455841 

Lynne Church 
Freelance Hairdresser 
 
Have your hair styled in the 
comfort of your own home 
01233 637795/07805087232  

HURST HOUSE 
 NGS CHARITY GARDEN OPEN WEEKEND 

TEA, COFFEE AND HOME MADE CAKES 
SUNDAY28TH APRIL, from 2PM to 4.30 PM. 

Parking available nearby. 
HURST HOUSE, WALTHAM ROAD, HASTINGLEIGH, ASHFORD, KENT, 

TN25 5JD 
Directions – from Wye, take the road up to Hastingleigh past                 
Withersdane, over the Devils Kneading trough – at a small crossroad 
turn left to Waltham (Waltham Road), after a road on the right hand 
side which goes back to Hastingleigh the next driveway on the right is 
Hurst House – additional parking will be signposted. 
The garden comprises of 3.5 acres of garden and bluebell woods, 
spring flowers, including gravel gardens, sculpture and mosaics,              
secret garden, woodland walks, vegetable garden and orchard 
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EASTER SUNDAY 
 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
  

Waltham Church  
at 9.30 

 
Petham and Hastingleigh 

churches  
at 11.00 

25 
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 Your Pet in Portrait 

    mary.belotti@gmail.com 

     07530 733352 

26 
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WYE PPG 
E ach year the Patient Participa-

tion Group holds an AGM 
where we review the year’s activities 
and elect new Officers. The Chair can 
only serve for three years, so, having 
served my apprenticeship as Vice 
Chair and the past three years as 
Chair, it’s time to pass the baton on. 
I’m writing this before the AGM has 
taken place, so I am not yet able to 
tell you who the new Chair will be. 
My last job as Chair is to report on 
what we have done during the year 
and our future plans.  
      Our Action Plan for 2018 – 2019 
has three main objectives :-to work 
closely with the practice reflecting 
the patient experience,  to develop 
the PPG in the community by encour-
aging and supporting people to take 
responsibility for their health and to           
represent Wye surgery PPG at health 
forums.  
      In order to fulfil these objectives 
we have had meetings every two 
months where we exchange infor-
mation with the Practice on new initi-
atives such as the Ask My GP email 
service, Electronic prescriptions, the 
Flu clinics (and the difficulties when 
vaccines aren’t delivered to the sur-
gery on time). Social Prescribing is a    
current topic and we have worked 
with the surgery and Our Place Wye 
to initiate Tai Chi for Health classes 
twice a week, Wednesday 11.15 a.m. 

in Luckley House and Friday 11 a.m. 
in Wye village hall. Sessions are £6 
and open to everyone.  
      Our main event this year was the 
Health Information Day in the village 
hall. Over twenty organisations came 
to provide information on their    
services and we were grateful to Dr 
Fox, Mr Chantler, Headteacher Lady 
Joanna Primary School, Steve Bing-
ham from the Ambulance service 
and Anna Paige from the Fire Safety 
Team, all of whom gave presenta-
tions. We have had very positive 
feedback about this event, with re-
quests to hold it annually.  
      We aim to involve patients by 
inviting everyone to be a part of the 
PPG, either by attending meetings 
(all are welcome) or by joining the 
Virtual Group which sends out 
monthly information by email.      
Patients can email their views which 
we then present at the bi monthly 
meetings. Also this year I was asked 
to give a talk to the W.I on the work 
of the PPG.  
      The organisational structure of 
local patient discussion forums is 
changing so we are grateful to John 
Fletcher who serves as the Public 
Governor for Ashford at the Kent 
Community Health Foundation Trust.  
If you would like to join the PPG, or 
just come to a meeting to see what it 
is like, please ask at the Surgery Re-
ception  and they will give you all the 
information you need.  
Penny Haynes   Retiring Chair.  
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ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE 
 
CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
01233 750378    07866 002627 
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.uk 

Lady Painter 

Nick Horton 
COUNTRY GRASSCARE 

 
Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing 

For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards 
 

Small business — Established 11 years 
No VAT 

 
Contact Nick on 07787 411685 

01233 812848 
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WYE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC 
Jo Bond MCSP 

Member of the Organisation of 
Chartered Physiotherapists in Private Practice 

tel/fax: 01233 812596 
e-mail: jowyephysio@yahoo.com 

The White House, 71 Scotton Street, Wye, Ashford, Kent TN25 5BW  

New service for families 
 

At Petham church for many years now, we have been holding a non                    
communion family worship aimed at all ages. It takes place on the                      
third Sunday of the month, at 11.00am, and is about 45mins long,                         

followed by refreshments and fellowship. 
This service continues to grow in  popularity, and we would encourage                 
you all to come along and try it for yourselves, we think you will enjoy                            

it as much as we do. 
However, we feel that with success comes responsibility, to                                        

continue to feed and nurture our young people towards the next                          
steps. To this end, on the fourth Sunday of the month at 11.00am,                 
we will now be having a family communion service. At this service                         

we are admitting children and teens of all ages to communion.                               
Teaching them  what the things within the service mean, and                               
engaging them in full participation and giving them a sense of                              

ownership of their own  worship. 
We would love anyone who thinks they might be interested in joining                   

us for this service, to come along. It lasts just under the hour and is                       
also followed by refreshments and a time of fellowship. We do hope                        

you will join us one Sunday soon. 
Our other good news is that whenever you join us at Petham church                         

for any service at all, there is a children’s corner at the back with                          
toys, books, art etc, which any family is welcome to make use of.                               

Do pop your head in and have a look, it’s really lovely and was funded                      
by a generous donation. 
Lorraine (Parish Priest)  



32 

 

30 

 
 AFB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken 
Electrical condition reports 

Heating controls – including the new 
smart “nest” thermostat 

 
 

Contact Andy Burchell: 
 01233 632424 or 07739 259953 

aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 
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Farming 

Notebook 

S PRING:  noun ”The season 
after winter and before sum-

mer in which vegetation begins to 
appear…” 
Although the definition of spring in 
the dictionary seems very obvious 
there is and always has been a   
debate as to when spring actually 
starts. 
      Imbolg, which has been super-
seded by St Bridget’s Day, is the 
earliest known reference to spring.  
Celebrated as a Gaelic festival in 
Scotland, the Isle of Man and                
Ireland on 1st February. Snowdrops 
seem to agree with this early end to 
winter. 
      The Met Office declares that 1st 
March is the beginning of spring.  
Many believe it is the vernal equi-
nox, which is usually about 20th 
March, is the correct timing as it is 
when the sun crosses the equator.  
It is the day that daytime and night 
time are almost equal.  Day length 
will continue to increase until mid 
summer’s day the 21st June. 
However you choose to measure 
the first day of spring it seems as 
though, this year, spring arrived for 
a week at the end of February and 
then disappeared again.  In fact it 

was so warm that it seemed like sum-
mer.  We even had the cattle outside 
for several days.  We are now ap-
proaching the equinox and enduring 
gales, sleet, rain and hail – most    
unspring like and unpleasant.  I am 
relieved that we have to spend the 
days inside grading potatoes, and the 
cattle certainly are happier in the 
barns again.   
      Despite the wintery blast there 
are signs of new growth everywhere.  
The Horse Chestnut buds are break-
ing open showing the first green tinge 
of spring.  The daffodils are in full 
bloom.  Crocuses are almost out in 
flower.  And I have had to mow the 
lawn! 
      For the winter sown wheat, the 
end of March or beginning of April  is 
a significant time.  The longer days 
and increasing temperatures mark a 
change in the plant’s growth.  Until 
now the plant is in a vegetative mode 
of growth known as tillering.  The  
primary stem has been well estab-
lished and the plant continues to  
produce extra stems or tillers.  From 
now on the plant starts its reproduc-
tive phase.  The stems begin to    
elongate and the embryonic ears 
start to develop.   It is very important 
not to feed the plant too much until 
the reproductive phase starts.  Too 
early with the Nitrogen and all that 
will happen is more and more tillers 
which results in a very dense a cano-
py.  Each plant tries to sustain an   
excess number of stems, and even if 
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NAC Registered                           P J Sweeps 

Fully Insured                             Phillip Joiner 

Chimney Lining                           Chimney Engineer 

Pots & Cowls                           Over 12 Years’ Experience 

Fireplaces Fitted 

CCTV Surveying                                                                                                                               
Stoves Installed & Service 
 

We are now Rotary Sweeping which removes soot and tar 

build up more efficiently than normal manual sweeping 

effective and deeper clean. We are one of the few sweeps 

in the area that offer this service.    

           01227 700 909     pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk 

               WWW.PJCHIMNEYSWEEPS.CO.UK 

mailto:pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk
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Farming Cont... 
it succeeds the stems will be weak, 
ears small and grains shrivelled.  In 
fact many of the tillers will simply 
abort, and the plant food will have 
been wasted.  Timing the first major 
dose of nitrogen at the beginning of 
stem elongation will ensure that the 
plant can sustain the correct number 
of tillers, start to develop the leaves 
that will power grain fill, nourish the 
ear and start to build yield. 
For us spring is also marked with the 
start of calving.  Our first calf with tag 
number “501” is a Hereford cross bull 
born to a first time mother “403”.  It 
was on one of the warm dry days of 
our brief spring that we let the herd 
out onto a paddock behind our house.  
None of the cows showed signs of 
imminent calving.  At tea time there 
was one extra to bring in!  Elizabeth 
fetched the wheelbarrow, lifted the 
new born calf into it and started to 
wheel it back to the barn.  The  very 
attentive mum trotted alongside.  
They were put in a freshly strawed 
pen on their own to allow them to 
bond and settle.  Very soon the calf 
was up on its feet looking for the milk 
bar. 
      We still have spring planting to 
complete.  Initially with beans and 
oats that will go in just as soon as the 
ground dries up enough to create a 
seedbed.  Next week looks promising, 
so fingers crossed… 
      Potatoes are planted much later 

on.  Soils have to be worked to a 
greater depth and need to be 
warm.  Of all the crops we grow, 
potatoes are the most important 
to plant in conditions that will    
allow the quickest possible emer-
gence.  Sitting in a cold wet soil 
just encourages diseases that will 
manifest themselves later on in 
the summer. 
      This year we have been very 
quiet in the potato grading shed 
for most of the winter.  The crop is 
all sold, but growers are             
requesting delivery as close as    
possible to planting.  We have a 
really busy schedule ahead of us 
trying to complete orders.  The 
biggest challenge is to get lorries 
to take the graded seed away.  We 
very quickly run out of room.  We 
try to operate a “just in time“    
approach so that we can keep   
going.   We are taking the oppor-
tunity of grading as much as we 
can during these wet and windy 
days so that we can get out into 
the fields when it does dry out. 
I think I can sum up Spring on the 
farm.  It is the time when we start 
to get busy,  everything seems to 
happen at once, and there are not 
enough hours in the day. 
      It is a good time, a beginning 
and a time of optimism… 
                         W Wilson-Haffenden 
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RICHARD GILBERT 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 

Established 25 years 
 

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist – OFTEC & Gas Safe 
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates. 
Wood Burning Stove Installations   -   HETAS registered 
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and 
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers 
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations. 
 

All Domestic Plumbing including – Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including 
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher 
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators 
and thermostatic valves. 

01233 812566      07860 877836 
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In Aid of the Lord Whisky Sanctuary 
Fund 

Registered Charity:  283483 

Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN 
Tel: 01303 862622 ~ Fax: 01303 863007 

Website: www.lordwhisky.co.uk ~ Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com 
Boot & Spring Fayre 

Saturday 4th May 
at Park House, Stelling Minnis CT4 6AN 

Boots from 8am ~ Cars £7/Vans £10 
Entertainment from 11am including The East Kent Piping Society 

and ‘Tweethearts’, a heart-warming interactive puppet show 
(in association with Applause Outdoors) 

Lil’ Jockeys ride-on-horses ~ Sheep Shearing ~ Face Painting 
Hot & Cold Refreshments ~ Tombola ~ Stalls 

Classic Cars and Motorbikes welcome 
Admission by donation ~ Free Parking 

10th Anniversary Cyclo-Sportive 
Bank Holiday Monday, 27th May 

Start between 9am-10am from Park House Animal Sanctuary 
Fully signed 50 or 72 mile routes 

Open to riders of all abilities ~ e-bikes welcome 
Barbecue, tea, coffee & cake available all day 

For more information, visit our website, Facebook page 
or email: nickracingsnake@btinternet.com  

Visit the Lord Whisky Tearooms 
Gate Lane, Rhodes Minnis CT4 6XY 

Open daily 10am - 4pm. Tel 01303 862349 
Freshly prepared Breakfasts, Lunches, Teas and Snacks 

Come and try our delicious Sunday Roasts 
Home-made cakes ~ Good Quality Bric-a-Brac and Lord Whisky Gifts 

We can cater for wakes, christenings and birthday parties etc. at 
times to suit you 

Please contact us to discuss your requirements 
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Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students; 

Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels. 
Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress. 

I ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF MASSAGE TREATMENTS: 
To ease stiff joints, promote health and well being and for stress. 
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach) 

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175 
lynnsaxby@gmail.com 

 

WALTHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
MON EVENINGS 

PETHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
WED EVENINGS 

YOGA CLASSES 

Weddings Events    Sympathy     Workshops 

www.eastkentflowercompany.com 

Louise Courtenay-Snipp  

Floral Designer 
 

Mobile      07776161368 

Landline    01233 750439 

email : louise@eastkentflowercompany.com 

mailto:lynnsaxby@gmail.com
mailto:louise@eastkentflowercompany.com
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COUNSELLING 
SERVICES 

Bev Russell 
DipCouns 
MBACP 

brcounselling@yahoo.co.uk 

www.brcounselling.co.uk 

07505 749643 
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Luci Pollard Ltd 
Book-Keeping – Payroll – Accounts 

 

Making Tax Digital – Workplace Pensions  
VAT Returns – Purchase & Sales Ledger – Profit & Loss 

Cash flow forecasting – CIS Returns – Payroll   
  
 

 

150 Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford TN25 5DP 
Tel: 01233 813213 

Email: lpollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk 

Spaces BIG and SMALL from £10 per week 

Find us between Chilham and 
Wye on A28 

www.biltingfarmselfstorage.co.uk 

Call us on 01233 812631 or pop in for a chat 

Monday–Friday 9-5  
Saturday 8-1 

& we will be happy to help �  

mailto:lpollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk
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S.C.S. 
Southern Cesspool Services 

Card Payment 
Accepted 

All Types of Tanks Emptied 

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks 
Treatment Plants 

High Pressure drain jetting 
Soakaways etc 

 

Regular Automatic Bookings 
 

01233 646767 / 07773 491356 

                             

 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com    info@southerncesspoolservices.com 

Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service 

For That Quality Service 
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Well-behaved 

dogs welcome 

 

 

 

 

Kent ales 

and ciders. 

Wines & lagers 

Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm 

The Timber Batts Inn 
A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham 

 
 

Wood-fired pizza 

Game-burgers 

Fish ’n’ chips 

 

See Facebook for  

food availability 

 

School Hill 

Bodsham 

01233 750083 

www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com 

Also home to Kaos Blacksmiths: www.kaosblacksmiths.com 


