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  Elmsted and 
  Hastingleigh 
  Community 
  Contacts 

 
Elmsted Parish Council Tracey Block  01233 750415 
 

Hastingleigh Parish Council Tracey Block 01233 750415 
 

Evington Hall (Bookings)  Shelley  07401 908249 
 bookings@evingtonhall.org.uk 
 

Evington Hall Committee Hon Sec Mrs N Phipps 01233 750221  
 

ECP Hon Sec  Mrs S Boxall 01233 750206 
 
Evington Gardeners Hon Sec Mrs H Ransley 01233 720152 
 

Evington Community Choir Mrs C Jeffery 01233 750585 
 

Art Group Mrs V Kerry 01227 700843 
 

Footpath Walks  
Mr D Harris 01233 813711 
 

Women’s Institute  
Mrs J Bowes 01233 811875 
 

Parent and Toddler Group  
Mrs N Phipps 01233 750221 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Hastingleigh   
Mr G Block 01233 750415 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Elmsted  
Mr J Argar 01233 750311 
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Submissions 
The Community News takes no      
responsibility for misleading advertis-
ing or incorrect editorial supplied to 
us in good faith. 
 
Please provide any promotional or 
editorial content in Word format  
rather than pdf. For length, grammar 
and style issues the Editor reserves 
the right to edit it. 

 

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk 
Advertising:  shepandali@hotmail.com 

Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com 
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT. 

Welcome to the 

New Ed. 
 

T his month we welcome Sue 
Boxall into the Editor's chair.  

It's a role she has carried out be-
fore, having edited and printed the 
magazine before Tony took over; 
and having been driven away by the 
temperamental printer!  We were 
delighted when she offered to take 
up the reins again; this time with no 
printer, and with support from   
Marie Wenham, the Magazine Sec-
retary.  In Sue, we have someone 
with enthusiasm, experience and 
commitment, and it is a relief to the 
Committee to know that, yet again, 
the magazine is in safe hands!  Long 
may it continue! 
Selina Farnfield, Chair of the Maga-
zine Committee 

mailto:secretary.communitynews@gmail.com


4 

 

Chris Dryland 

 

small projects large projects  emergencies 

Most aspects  of  Household and  Garden Maintenance 

 

Also 

Tipis for hire 

www.bighilltipis.co.uk 

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787 

LOGS & FIREWOOD 
For Good Quality, 
Seasoned 

Ash or mixed logs 
(dry) 

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570 
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H astingleigh with Elmsted W.I. 
met on Thursday the 1st of 

February 2018 at the Evington Hall. 
13 members attended, and we 

also welcomed 5 guests. 
Unfortunately, our speaker 

was unable to attend so we used the 
meeting to discuss future topics for 
talks, outings to gardens and places 
of interest. We had a competition on 
how many things from our handbags 
we could fit into a matchbox. The 
winning team managed to fit in 16 
items! 

The Flower of the Month win-
ner for February was Mrs George, 
with a beautiful iris, and the winner 
of the medicinal old wives tale com-
petition was Mrs James, with a rem-
edy using brown sugar to cure con-
stipation in babies. 

The flower of the month com-
petition has aroused curiosity in non
-members as to why WI members 
give ‘pennies for flowers’. The his-
tory of this practice comes from the 
WI association with an international 
organisation, Associated Country 

Hastingleigh 

with Elmsted 

Women’s 

Institute 
Fun with matchboxes 

Women of the World (ACWW). 
The ACWW connects rural and non
-rural women and their communi-
ties worldwide through a network 
of member societies and individual 
members. Through projects in rural 
communities ACWW aims to im-
prove the standard of living for all 
women and their families in health, 
nutrition, fresh water supplies, 
housing and literacy. Member soci-
eties pay a deliberately small sub-
scription, to ensure no society is 
prevented from joining due to cost. 
In 1937, it was decided to ask all 
members of each member society 
to donate the smallest coin of their 
country to ensure the important 
work of the ACWW could contin-
ue. Hence ‘Pennies for Flowers’, or 
‘Pennies for Friendship’ as it is  
officially called, was born. Mem-
bers of our WI place pennies next 
to the flowers members bring in, 
the flower with the most pennies 
next to it wins that months compe-
tition. All the pennies are collected 
and sent off to the ACWW. 

Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday the 1st March at 7.30 
p.m., in the Evington Hall, where 
we will be having a talk on the art 
of ageing. Any new members will 
be made most welcome.  
 
                               Marie Wenham 
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Wye Beauty 
Shellac Manicures - colour lasts three weeks 

Waxing - hot and warm 

Electrolysis hair removal 
Red Vein, Skin Tag and Milia treatment 
Aromatherapy/Swedish body massage 
Spray Tanning - lasts up to two weeks 
Ear piercing 
Facials 

Microdermabrasion 
Manicures/Pedicures 
Threading 
Visiting foot care professional 
Microcurrent face-lifting 
Botox 
Bridal & semi-permanent make-up 

Guinot Skincare 

Gift Vouchers available 

35 years experience 

Qualified/mature staff 

 

29 Bridge Street, Wye 

Robyn Gardener 
AABThC BABTAC 

01233 811550 

Open Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 5pm (later by appt)  
Saturday 9am - 1pm 

Carpentry  Construction  Restoration 

Timber Building Specialists 

Becket’s Close, Hastingleigh 07540 111388 www.worth-haus.com 
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F ive of us set off at 2.20pm 
from the north end of the 

main car park taking the middle 
path of three heading in a nor-
therly direction. The first section 
through a scrubby coppice over-
grown with brambles, broom and 
rushes then two stands of mature 
trees until a junction of three pub-
lic footpaths and a forest road 
where we took the path east to 
Oathill Farm now a large house 
with a terraced garden. The road 
leads up to Molash and the A252.  

We continued down past a 
tall cupressus hedge and through 
the gate carrying on up the left 
hand gentler slope heading in a 
south easterly direction. It soon 
descended to cross another road 
and then climbed up again. At the 

top was a coppiced area on the 
left and after a short descent we 
turned right at the crossroads 
south westwards following the 
road to take a path on the right 
through mature beech trees. We 
carried on down heading west 
and at the bottom a path joins 
from the right. As we continued 
along the track sheltered by  
mature trees a hail blizzard    
enveloped us. We went straight 
over the crossroads marked by a 
low round table - one of the Art 
Installations.  

We had reached the home 
straight, just the second car park 
sign at the top of the hill, a left 
turn, some open heathland to 
skirt to the right before the 
muddy path through the trees 
took us back to the car park. 
About 3¼miles in about 1¾ 
hours and we feel healthier for 
the exercise.  

Visit in April or early May 
to see the bluebells. 

                    
By Hilary 
Pittock 

Five face brambles and 

hail in Kingswood 

Ramblings 

from the 

village 

walkers 
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Domestic 
Installer 
Scheme 

Edward Young 
Electrical Installation & 

Security systems 
Registered Electrician 

Established over 30 years 
All types of installation work carried out 

Fault finding and repairs 
Farm, domestic, commercial 

01303 813654 
07702 640237 
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SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT 

Upholstery 

07973 377817 
01227 455841 

Sue Shaw’s talk on March 
20th is titled ‘In the footsteps of 
Paddington Bear’.  An intriguing 
title – please come and join us to 
find out more – visitors welcome 
(£2).                                             SP 

D r. Geoff Chapman, who 
was a lecturer at Wye   

College and used to live in 
Hastingleigh, spoke to us in Jan-
uary about Exotic Plants from 
around the World.  He worked in 
the West Indies in the sixties and 
has studied plants in about 33 
countries and writes as a botani-
cal author.  He now has a con-
servatory primarily for orchids 
and showed us many pictures of 
the flowers together with unusu-
al flowers from his garden.  He 
was keen to promote the pro-
tection of bees by not using 
sprays. 

Geoff is very involved with 
U3A in Wye and said anyone 
would be welcome to join.  He 
asked that the club make a do-
nation to the Christopher Smiles 
Charity in lieu of his fee. 

Gardeners’ 

Society 

Members enjoy talk on exotic plants 
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01227 

709204 
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T his month we begin to think 
seriously of spring and the 

coming summer. Now is the time 
to get some plants in preparation. 
The season here is shortened by 
as much as 2 weeks in the spring 
and 2 weeks in the  autumn as we 
are 600ft up. Any way we can 
overcome this is   desirable.  If you 
have a greenhouse or handy light 
windowsill you can plant seeds of 
half- hardy plants. When these 
have germinated the seedlings 
can be planted out into modules 
or alternatively you can plant the 
seeds directly into the modules. 
With a little bit of effort you can 
have a good supply of plants for 
planting out later in the season. 
You can buy in plants already ger-
minated in modules from the gar-
den centre which can be potted 
on producing plants at less then 
half the price. It is a good time to 
start this now as the garden cen-
tre plants are fresh and have not 
been sitting under cover for a few 
weeks. Avoid large pots as this is 
costly in compost, also some 
plants tend to fail if too large a 

pot is used. Make sure the plants 
are kept in plenty of light. The ad-
vantage of producing plants in pots 
is there is little disturbance of the 
roots when they are planted out so 
they will grow away more quickly. 
The same principles can be applied 
to vegetable plants, particularly 
leeks, onions, cabbage etc. 

There is still time to divide up 
the perennials in the border. As the 
new shoots appear the position of 
the plants becomes clear. I find 
splitting   border perennials that 
have been in place several years 
stimulates new growth increasing 
the number of flowers. Splitting the 
plants also provides the opportuni-
ty to add fresh compost to the soil 
and provides more plants to   en-
large areas or introduce into a new 
area. Flower beds need larger areas 
of single variety flowers to give 
more impact or rows (pathways) of 
uniform plants snaking across the 
border. 

The coming month will be a 
busy time of preparation for the 
summer but don’t forget the basics. 
Apply a general fertilizer like 
“Growmore” and compost to      
improve soil fertility. Watch out for 
slugs and snails on the emerging 
shoots and remove those weeds 
while they are still small!       SB 

In The 

Garden 
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Tressenden Designs  
A Seamstress and costume maker with eight years of experience.  

 Clothing Alterations. 
 Repair work undertaken. 
 Made to Measure; create a bespoke piece for those special occasions. 
 Modern and Vintage designs.  
 Costumes, ball gowns and Wedding dresses 

 
For more information or a quote please contact Amy on: 
Mobile: 07853 202304     Email: amy.louise.ford@hotmail.co.uk 

Get your business seen in 200 
local households 

 

Advertise with us. 
Contact Ali on: 

 

shepandali@hotmail.com 

ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER 
 Sculpture and carving in wood 
Architectural lettering in stone and wood 
Fine printmaking and painting 
 
The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane 
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW 
Telephone: 01233 750305 
Email: michael@studiorust.co.uk   www.studiorust.co.uk 
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any category at all, shouldn’t we still 
inform our youngsters why society 
does what it does? 

I think one of the best things to 
come out of having the world in my 
pocket, (‘smart phone’) is that I nev-
er need to say; “I don’t Know” ever 
again, instead I can reply to any 
question, “let’s look it up!” 

There is o much joy, strength 
and freedom in knowledge. It gives 
us a place in the world, an opinion 
which connects us to others, a point 
of view which we can debate with 
others. Knowledge, someone in the 
third world would say, is power. The 
power to climb out of poverty, to 
help others, to hopefully make a 
difference. So if knowledge is a good 
thing, why don’t we share it with  
children? We don’t have to say ‘we’ 
believe it, some people believe will 
do. But, in this multicultural society 
we live in, where getting along with 
everyone, no matter how different 
they are, is crucial to social well-
being, then shouldn’t we all know 
why we celebrate all religious holi-
days, not only the Christian ones, 
and then we can learn to respect 
each other, for what we believe, and 
for having the curtesy to know what 
we believe. 

So on that note, a really Happy 
Easter to everybody, no matter what 
you believe or what you will be do-
ing, and enjoy the chocolate four day 
weekend. 

Lorraine  

Parish upon  
the Hills 
S o, lent is apron us, and Easter is 

approaching fast. If we gave up 
something we love for lent, then by 
now we’re wondering if it was really 
such a good idea and frankly, whether 
we can hold out the rest of the 
month!  

Maybe, all we did to mark lent 
was eat pancakes on shrove Tuesday 
or possibly not even that, but either 
way, Easter is coming towards us, and 
what difference will it make to us? 
Will we eat lots of chocolate or cook a 
huge roast lamb dinner? Is visiting 
family something we try to do or may-
be all it means is a four day weekend? 

I’m not trying to say that any of 
these things are wrong, or right, for 
that matter, but I would like to chal-
lenge us all to think about why we do 
whatever we do. 

I read recently that a survey 
conducted recently among European 
teenagers, found that only one in 
three knew that the reason we had 
Christmas was because it was when 
we celebrate Jesus’ birth! Sad, but not 
entirely surprising. However I would 
bet that even fewer would know, if 
asked, what Easter was all about! 
Whether you believe in God, have 
some kind of faith, consider yourself 
to be a practicing Christian, practice 
another faith, or don’t really fall into 
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Containerised Storage 
 available locally  

 

Fully secure 

Indoors or outdoors 

Competitive rates 

 
 

Please phone 01233 720871/email:     

info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details 

 

Toby Gardener       07831 473981 
Beriscolt       (Eve) 01233 750489 
Hastingleigh    tandrgardener@btinternet.com 

Tree Surgeon and Fencing Contractor 

● Tree surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed. 

● Hedge cutting. 

● Stump grinding. 

● Garden fencing supplied and erected. 

● Hedges planted. 

● 25 years local experience.  Fully in-
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Wye Surgery  
PPG 

What Makes Us Human? 

our doctors and scientists will be 
undertaking world-leading DNA 
research into the causes of and 
treatments for cancer and rare dis-
eases. In future, medicine is going 
to be much more tailored to each 
individual patient. We’re moving 
from one-size-fits-all treatments to 
personalised care, with higher cure 
rates and fewer side effects. 

But while this ‘precision 
medicine’ is leading us to think 
about the ‘me’ in health care as 
against the ‘us’, we also need the 
opposite. Family and community 
seem to have more impact on our 
happiness than health or money 
and are integral to our health and 
mental wellbeing, not separate 
from it. While not perfect, at its 
best our National Health Service 
embodies such a shared commit-
ment by the British people. There 
when we need it, at the most pro-
found moments in our lives. At the 
birth of our children, at the deaths 
of our loved ones, and at every 
stage in between – as we grapple 

T his question was posed by 
Jeremy Vine on Radio 2 re-

cently and it’s quite thought pro-
voking. A variety of people were 
asked to contribute their views, 
one of whom was NHS England’s 
Chief Executive Simon Stevens. 
He argued that the pursuit of 
health and our capacity to care 
for each other is part of what 
makes us human.  

“A philosopher once said: 
“Health isn’t everything, but 
without it you’ve got nothing” 

“So for the last four thou-
sand years – and probably longer 
– we humans have been treating 
our ailments and trying to im-
prove our health. That’s true of 
no other species on the planet. 
We should feel both optimistic 
and ambitious for the further ad-
vances that lie within reach. The 
National Health Service and our 
partners have just launched a 
ground-breaking new effort to 
decode 100,000 human ge-
nomes. Over the next four years, 
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Crabtree Farm Cottages  

Self-catering holiday lets in Hastingleigh 
 

Ian and Amanda wish you 
a warm welcome 

• Two cottages, each offering: 
• Master bedroom with double 

oak bed 
• Second bedroom with twin oak 

beds 
• Lounge/kitchen, luxury 

bathroom 
• Wall-mounted flatscreen TV 
• Pets welcome 
• Children’s play area 

 
www.crabtreefarm.co.uk 
01233 750345 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 
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What Makes Us 

Human cont. 

with hope, fear, generosity, lone-
liness, compassion – some of the 
most fundamental elements of 
the human spirit. But however 
good any nation’s health service 
is, it can only ever support – not 
replace – the mutual respect, 
nourishing relationships and     
loving care that embody our 
shared humanity.” 

So the challenge for us in 
Wye is how to develop and sustain 
such a community. Everyone is 
invited to a meeting on Friday 
16th March in the church 12 noon 
– 2 p.m. to share ideas on how to 
address  social isolation in the ar-
ea. Please let Dave Martin know if 
you would like to come as Our 
Place Wye will provide a sandwich 
lunch. dave@davemartin.org.uk              
07505 657 420. 
Penny Haynes  Chair Wye Surgery 
PPG.  

Mar 3rd 
Mar 10th 

Mrs Morris 
Mrs French 
  

Mrs Jeffrey 
  

Mar 17th 
Mar 24th 

Mrs Boxall 
Mrs Pell 

Mrs Gregory 
Mrs Pay 
  

Mar 31st 
Apr 7th 
  

Mrs Bowes 
Mrs Helmer 

Mrs Healy 
Mrs Denny 
Mrs Pearce 
  

This month’s church flowers and cleaning volunteers: 

     Hastingleigh   Elmsted 
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    1  16 

 
 

 

 

 

MATHS TUITION 
GCSE & iGCSE 

Key Stage 2-4 

Preparation for Kent Test & Entrance exams 

Enhanced DBS certificate 
 

I am patient, reliable and approachable. 

Using a wide range of resources I 

enable students to reach their potential. 

 

Clare Newman 01227 700291 
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‘So they 

do say…’ 

I n the last magazine, mention 
was made of initials and circles 

engraved on St Mary’s Church 
doorway with two examples in the 
form of crosses shown below. 

Here are other examples 
found in stained glass windows, 
ornaments and in church architec-
ture throughout the country. 

 

  

   

One medieval graffiti     
expert believes that the symbols 
were intended to ward off evil. 
“We also find an abundance of 
these kind of marks inside medi-
eval houses, often close to fire-
places. This coincides with the 
interest in and fear of witches, 
which grew markedly during the 
second half of the sixteenth cen-
tury.” Many Suffolk and Norfolk 
churches have such engravings 
both on doorways and on font 
bases.  

How were these marks 
made? The obvious tool would 
have been geometric compasses 
but these at this time were ex-
ceedingly rare. Matthew Cham-
pion, (Norfolk and Suffolk Medi-
eval Graffiti Surveys) believes 
that that they could have been 
made using the little shears that 
women tended to carry around 
with them. “The shears would 
be about the right size’’. They 
would also account for the deep 
holes in the centres of the cir-
cles. 

 
TW 
 
 

   
 The Trinity Seeds of Life 

Pendant 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=DqhLgymO&id=512F50DD1CCBB907CC39846E20C9BE6BEDD058C4&thid=OIP.DqhLgymOY_mVVcPu_YO4XgDIDI&q=Ancient+Christian+Symbols&simid=608028905390213420&selectedIndex=119
https://www.ka-gold-jewelry.com/p-products/seed-of-life-gold.php


20 

 

18 

Magazine 

Subs 

Data                 

Protection and 

Personal Email Addresses 
 

T o avoid displaying the personal 
email addresses of all those   

included in an email, it is possible to 
hide the distribution list using the 
‘blind copy’ option. 

On the ‘To’ line send the email 
to yourself, (not essential) then click 
on the ‘cc’ and ‘bcc’ should pop up             
underneath.  Key the other email       
addresses into the ‘bcc’ line. 

The rules about data protection 
and recording the permission to email 
people will become even tighter in 
May, 2018 when the 1998 Data Pro-
tection Act will be replaced with the 
General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR).   

If you manage a membership of 
any sort this may well affect your 
group or organisation. 
 
This was printed in Wye Parish                
Magazine 

Pancake 

Party 

 

T hank you to all who         
supported the Pancake 

Party in the Hall, and special 
thanks to all the cooks.   

£127.00 was raised to 
support The Church Urban 
Fund appeal for Food Banks.  

            RB 

Y OUR magazine subscrip-
tions for the coming year 

are now due and remain at £4. 
Please ensure your pay-

ment is placed in the envelope 
provided (last month) and   
return it to your distributor as 
soon as possible. 
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Library Van 
T he Library van will be parked 

in the village hall carpark on 
Tuesday 6th and Tuesday 20th 
March 09.45-10.15. 

B y one o-clock the queues 
were forming outside the 

village hall for opening at 2pm.  
We heard that people had trav-
elled from as far afield as the Med-
way Towns for our bargains. 

Many thanks to everyone 
who helped on the day, for the do-
nations of jumble and preparation 
of the hall beforehand. The total 
raised so far amounts to £534 with 
a little more due to late sales. This 
all helps to maintain the upkeep of 
the hall to a high standard.  

Thank you. 
                                                         SB 

Jumble Sale 100 Club 

Draws 

T here were no draws in     
January or February but 

they start again at the March 
Coffee Morning. 

It’s not too late to join in 
and you can do so by contacting 
Tracey Block 01233 750415.   

Tickets cost £10 which    
covers 10 draws (March—
December). Prizes are: 
1st  £25, 2nd £15 & 3rd £10 
All profit goes to the ECP to be 
used for the community. 
Thanks to those who have paid to 
take part this year. 

Wanted 
Hastingleigh Book 

A  letter has been received       
asking if anyone has a 

copy of the book titled 
“Hastingleigh 1000-2000 AD”. 

If you have a spare copy 
or have one which you no long-
er want, please telephone   
Martin Sankey 01732 883212 

Thank you. 



22 

 

Church services in the Parish Upon The Hills 

4/3 
First   

Sunday 
09.30—Waltham—Group service for Elmsted, Hastingleigh, 
Petham & Waltham 

11/3 
Second 
Sunday 

08.00—Waltham – BCP Communion,                                
10.00—Bodsham School - Messy Church 
11.00—Petham – Mothers Day Family Communion 
16.00—Hastingleigh Mothers Day Informal Service 

18/3 
Third 

Sunday 

09:30—Waltham Communion 
11:00—Hastingleigh Communion 
11:00—Petham Family Service (No Communion) 
17.00—Elmsted Choral Evensong 

25/3 
Fourth 
Sunday 

09:30—Elmsted Communion 
11:00—Hastingleigh Communion 
11:00—Petham Family Communion 

30/3 
Good 
Friday 

10am Family Easter Garden building, Petham. The Three 
Hours, stations of the cross, 12noon - 1.50 Hastingleigh. 
Reflections around the Cross, 1pm - 1.50 Petham. Music 
for Good Friday, 
2pm - 3pm, Waltham. 

31/3 
Easter 

Saturday 
18:00—Petham  Family Friendly Easter Vigil                        
see Footnote***  

1/4 
Easter 
Service 

10:00 Elmsted Communion – Group Service  

*** Family Friendly Easter Vigil 18.00 31/3 at Petham - This is a family 
friendly service –to welcome in Easter. We start by candlelight being 
brought into the gloom of an unlit church. Then fill the church with light and 
song, salute Easter and Christ’s resurrection with load noise, (bring whistles, 
drums etc. for this bit) and finally, the first communion of Easter. (Children 
will receive a chocolate button and a blessing during communion). Followed 
by refreshments including Hot Chocolate with whipped cream and marsh-
mallows, hot cross buns, and “sparklers”. Come along and join us. 

20 
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Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450  ra-
vi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk  Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine Lawrence 
(with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, Elmsted, Petham, Waltham): 
The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409 lor-
raine_lawrence@btinternet.com. Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon 01233 
750327, Mrs Ten Hove 01227 700460. United Wye Benefice 01233 813793 
www.wyebenefice.org.uk 

Diary Dates - March 
Thurs  1st Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
   Bop Shop     13.45 - 14.30 
   WI Meeting    19.30 - 22.00 
Mon  5th Hall Carpark Opening Ceremony 12.30 - 13.30 
   ECP AGM & Meeting   19.30 - 21.00 
Tues  6th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
Wed  7th Coffee Morning    10.30 - 11.30 
   Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs  8th Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
   Elmsted PC Meeting   19.30  
Fri  9th Whist Drive    19.00 - 22.00 
Sun        11th Footpath Group (car park)  14.00 
Tues  13th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
    Hastingleigh PC Meeting  19.45 
Wed 14th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs 15th Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
    Bop Shop     13.45 - 14.30 
Fri  16th Talk: Michelangelo   18.30 - 21.30 
Tues 20th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
    Evington Gardeners’   19.30 - 21.30 
Wed 21st Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs 22nd Art Group     09.30 - 12.00 
    Bop Shop     13.45 - 14.30 
Tues 27th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
Wed 28th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs 29th Bop Shop     13.45 - 14.30 
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Saltwood 

CEP School 
seeks new chair of           

governors 

A fter many years of loyal service 
to Saltwood school and the 

Federation with Bodsham CEP, Mr 
Gareth Rees is reaching the end of 
his term as chair of governors and 
will not be standing for re-election 
next year. 

The school is therefore seeking 
to recruit a new chair of governors 
who would be willing to take up the 
post in September 2018. 

Being involved with the gov-
erning body of a school is a volun-
tary commitment but it offers great 
rewards. Governors become in-
volved in the life of the school and 
are able to support both the staff 
and children in a way that helps to 
ensure that our children receive the 
best possible start to their lives. 

The position of chair of gover-
nors has a unique influence on the 
direction and development of the 
school over time. The chair works 
closely with the Headteacher and 
other senior staff to develop and 
monitor school improvement strate-
gies across every area of school life. 
In our Federation of two different 

but equally effective ‘Ofsted 
outstanding’ Church of England 
primary schools the chance to 
enhance and build on our es-
tablished Christian values pre-
sents exciting potential for the 
future. 

If you think you may have 
the skills and the time needed 
to effectively chair our governor 
meetings, with duties that     
include setting agenda, moni-
toring actions, refining policies 
and ensuring the whole govern-
ing body operates effectively 
and as a team towards the com-
mon goal of school improve-
ment then the Executive 
Headteacher, Mr Paul Newton 
would be very pleased to hear 
from you.  Training and support 
will be offered as needed.  If 
you would like to talk this      
opportunity over informally 
please telephone either Paul 
Newton or Gareth Rees  –         
details below. 
Paul Newton: school phone 
number: 01303 266058 or 
email:  Headteacher@saltwood. 
Kent.sch.uk 
Gareth Rees: 01303 268892 or 
email: reesg@btinternet.com 
Please pass this on to anyone 
who may be interested.                   
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I  think that "raw" best  describes 
the weather today. It is cold 

and the wind is blowing the rain 
horizontally across the yard. It 
feels as though the wind will blow 
right through me. 

Three times a week the cattle 
are bedded down with fresh straw.  
Whilst we are driving through the 
yards with the forklift we let the 
cattle have a little wander in the 
small paddock adjacent to the 
barns. Usually they enjoy their 
time outside. Not today. No sooner 
were they outside than they were 
queuing  to come back inside and I 
don't blame them! 

The cattle are looking well 
and have maintained a good condi-
tion over the winter. The closer 
that we get to calving, the greater 
the demands of the unborn calves 
on their mums. It is easy for the 
cows to go back. The challenge is 
always to keep the right level of 
feed to keep the cows in good or-
der, and not too fat. Over feeding 
can result in very big calves with all 

the potential problems that that 
can cause at calving.  

A job we must do soon is 
to clean out the yards. The dung 
levels are getting high. All we 
need is a few frosty days so that 
we do not make a mess in the 
field where we are    going to 
make our dung pile or "maxel".  
At the moment the fields are like 
a bog. 

Soon it will be time for the 
early fertiliser application to the 
winter crops. The winter barley, 
oilseed rape and herbage seed 
are priorities, with the wheat 
following on. This year we are 
using Ammonium Sulphate for 
the first dressing.  Although low-
er in Nitrogen than Ammonium 
Nitrate -21% as opposed to 
34.5%- it does have 24% Sul-
phur. Pollution from coal and 
diesel engines used to provide 
sufficient atmospheric Sulpher 
for crops. 20 years ago up to 
25Kg/Ha/year of Sulphur was 
available from the air. Now with 
low limits of the element in fuel, 
and power generation the 
amount available is negligible 
and it must be applied as a ferti-
liser. Both Nitrogen and Sulphur 
are very important elements for 
crop growth. 

Close To 
Calving 
Farming Notebook 
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Nick Horton 
COUNTRY GRASSCARE 

 
Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing 

For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards 
 

Small business — Established 9 years 
No VAT 

 
Contact Nick on 07787 411685 

01233 812848 
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dog.  He was 100% successful and 
did not need any supper!  Job done, 
box ticked. 

I am pleased to report that 
we passed both inspections. 

Another bureaucratic night-
mare for us this year is that we have 
yet to receive our payment for the 
2017 Basic Payment Scheme.  DE-
FRA are supposed to pay this at the 
beginning of December.  So I 
checked on line.  It took an age to 
find the right page to log into the 
system with my unique code and 
password and eventually found that 
I had indeed submitted my claim on 
24th April 2017 and it was still 
"under review".  There was no ex-
planation for the delay, and we still 
have to get to "payment pending" 
before actual payment.  I will just 
have to be patient.   

I did however notice that I 
had five messages waiting for me 
once I had logged in.  These messag-
es had a common theme.  They no-
tified me that of the 81 field parcels 
that I have on my claim-anything 
from a woodland strip to our big-
gest field-41 had had their area, 
map number, and field number 
changed due to re-mapping.  The 
area of both my eligible land and 
total farm, were almost identical 
before and after re-mapping.  In fact 
we gained 0.02Ha over the whole 
farm.  Now these areas are not 
something that I have measured 
and submitted.  They are the areas 

Farming              
Notebook cont. 

Fortunately there are still in-
door jobs to be done.  Potato grad-
ing continues with a flurry of orders 
for the end of each month.  Also it is 
that time of year when we have our 
inspection for both the Assured 
Combinable Crop Scheme (ACCS) 
and the Farm Assured British Beef 
and Lamb scheme (FABBL).  Apart 
for physical inspections of the grain 
stores, chemical store, drug cabinet, 
sharps box, cattle ear tags etc etc it 
requires huge amounts of paper-
work and record keeping.  Every 
year there are new rules and chang-
es to some of the  old rules.  This 
year a new rule asked the question 
of what was to be done with any rat 
or mouse carcasses that were found 
after baiting.  The rules are different 
if the rat/mouse was a "domestic" 
rat/mouse or a "commercial" rat/
mouse.  It is unusual to find a car-
cass, but if you do, how can you tell 
which is which?   

This year we did have a few 
mice under our grain store floor 
which I recorded in the rodent 
book.  Our method of control did 
not need bait as it was humane bio-
logical control.  We opened up the 
ducts under the floor, one at the 
time with the drying fan at full blast.  
The mice were blown out of the 
ducts and immediately eaten by the 
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Elegant Venue for Business Events, 
Weddings & Celebrations 

PLUS 

Classes & Activities: 

Pilates, Yoga, Ballroom Dancing, Latin & Salsa, Nordic Walking, 
Singing, Work-Out, Piano, Squash, Swimming (summer) 

 

www.charlton-park.org for details: 
Bishopsbourne,  Canterbury CT4 5JA 

 

Style Matters 

CVs, Brochures, Programmes. Wedding and Personal Stationery. 
Proofreading and research services. 
Special rates for Students: theses etc. 
 

Telephone: 01233 750425 
Emails: kerry.relton@googlemail.com 
jill.relton@tesco.net 
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Farming  
Notebook cont. 
provided by the Rural Land Registry.  
The very people who are changing 
the areas!  AND this happens every 
year!! 

In 1991 every farm had to pay 
the Ordnance Survey to measure 
and number each field parcel on the 
farm, and we still have a roll of very 
large scale maps in the office from 
that time.  Then came digital map-
ping and everything changed.  Then 

came satellite mapping and every-
thing changed again.  I have been 
told that next year we revert back to 
new Ordnance Survey maps!  How 
much time and money is being wast-
ed on all this all for a change of 
0.0004%.  It is bonkers...  Especially 
as nearly 30% of the agricultural 
budget is spent administering the 
scheme.  It really is bonkers! 

I am exasperated and frustrat-
ed but I must not complain. At least I 
am inside in the warm... 

                 W. Wilson-Haffenden 
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PAINTING & DECORATING 

DAVID FARNFIELD 
 

  FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS 

INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 
WALLPAPERING 
FREE Estimates 

07710 130275 
01233 750450 

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com 

www.davidfarnfield.com 
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I  read recently that 
Twitten is an East Sussex 

term for a narrow path between 
two walls or hedges. The article 
continued with appreciating “the 
words (betwixt, between and    
betwitten) and why wasn't Twitten 
used more often.” 
          In Elmsted we once had our 
own Twitten Lane. It was men-
tioned in a legal deed of 1613 
which listed all the fields and lanes 
around St James's church to Spong 
Wood. These names continually 
evolved over time and no doubt 
most field names today are differ-
ent to those in past times.  
           The lane from the hamlet of 
Hill Street originally ended at the 
entrance to Parsonage Farm the 
last part once being called either 
The Highway or Church Lane. 
Twitten Lane ran for a short dis-
tance from the today's Parsonage 
Farm entrance to meet a footpath 
or track which in those days ran 
from St James church across the 
big field to the original Elmsted 
Vicarage (demolished before 1758) 

    29 

past Black Hose Cottage 
(demolished before the 1901 
census) then onto Spong Farm, 
and onwards across the fields up 
to Northleigh, St Mary's church 
at Stelling Minnis and Bossing-
ham. 

Yvonne Helmer of 
Hastingleigh who once lived in 
Hill Street from about the mid 
1900s writes, “Unfortunately, I 
have never heard of Twitten 
Lane, so have no first-hand 
knowledge about this. However, 
we did own the old vicarage field 
and I spent many happy hours 
there with my father turning 
hay, etc.  Each time the field was 
ploughed it brought up a lot of 
pieces of brick, which we as-
sumed came from the old build-
ing.” 

Black Hose Cottage has 
also been called Black Hole 
Farm. It was thought that Black 
Hose was more appropriate as it 
was near the old vicarage. How-
ever from Igglesden's ‘A Saunter 
Through Kent’ on Brabourne, 
'black holes' were prisons. It has 
been said that Spong Farm was a 
courthouse and given that ‘Black 
Hole Farm’ is at a remote place, 
that is where a local gaol might 
have been located. Indeed in the 

Twitten 

Lane 
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 AFB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken 
Electrical condition reports 

Heating controls – including the new 
smart “nest” thermostat 

 
 

Contact Andy Burchell: 
 01233 632424 or 07739 259953 

aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 
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Twitten Lane 

Cont. 

Elmsted churchwardens'          
accounts for the poor in 1792 
was this entry “Paid Mr Henry 
Carter the Gaol money £3 3s 
1d”. 

Yvonne further writes, “I 
think an early form of hardcore 
road used to run from Spong 
Farm to the area where the 
gaol might have been.  This 
may have run the full length of 
the lane up to the current Holly 
Tree Cottage.  I never remem-
ber the lane being muddy, even 
at the wettest time of year, so it 

obviously drained well and I can 
distinctly remember seeing a 
base of stones running down the 
side of Spong Wood.” 

The same deed of 1613 
also mentions a Vicarage Lane. 
When the fields boundaries are 
mapped out, Vicarage Lane has 
been determined as being the 
track that runs from today's Hol-
ly Tree Cottage to Spong Wood 
going past the location of the 
old Elmsted Vicarage. 

Perhaps users of this an-
cient track may wish to com-
ment on the appearance of its 
surface. 

 
               History enthusiast 

 

All Saints’ Church, Petham  

                                                                                        

CONCERT   
 

Wednesday, 7th March at 7 p.m. 
Performed by Members of 

Simon Langton Girls’ School 
       Refreshments            Retiring Collection     
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Rabbits, Moles, Squirrels, mice, rats, foxes etc 

Plus ALL Public health Insects. 

Written reports provided. 

24/7/365 Call out. www.oldeenlishpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email. barryluckhurst16bore@gmail.com 

Home 01233 640681 

Mobile 07790 532420 
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W hilst sorting out some 
books, I found a recipe 

book produced by villagers to 
raise funds for both churches. 
Unfortunately there was no date 
printed on it but some of those 
who contributed recipes think it 
was made in the late 70’s/early 
80’s. 

I have decided to take some 
of these village favourites and put 
them in the magazine along with a 
few lines about the person and 
their connection to Elmsted and 
Hastingleigh. 

I’m starting with a Quickie 
Coffee Cake submitted by Freda 
Nancollas.   

Freda moved to School House 
in Bodsham in 1954 when her hus-
band John was appointed as head-
master of the school and she       
became the infant teacher until her 
retirement in 1986. During her time 
living in Bodsham and Hastingleigh, 
she was actively involved in        
community activities especially the 
WI, Evington Players and St John of 

Beverly. Her quickie coffee cake 
was her ‘go-to’ donation for    

Villagers’  

Recipes  

Quickie Coffee Cake 
4oz self-raising flour 
2 tsp instant coffee powder 
4oz golden syrup 
2oz margarine 
2oz caster sugar 
1 egg 
2 tbsp milk 
Coffee butter cream 
 
Sieve the flour with the coffee 
powder. 
Melt fat, sugar and syrup over a 
gentle heat. 
Cool and combine with beaten 
egg and milk. 
Pour into the flour and beat until 
smooth. 
Bake in a greased and floured 8” 
tin (square or sandwich) for 25 
mins at 380 F (190 C). 
When cold ice with coffee butter 
cream and decorate as desired. 

cricket teas, cake stalls and whist 
drives for three major reasons; it 
was quick, the simple ingredients 
were always in the cupboard, and 
it never failed even in the temper-
amental Rayburn in School 
House!  The recipe has been 
passed on in her hand written reci-
pe folder and has been recreated 
in many corners of the globe.    

(Written by Sarah Nancollas)                                                
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RICHARD GILBERT 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 

Established 25 years 
 

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist – OFTEC & Gas Safe 
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates. 
Wood Burning Stove Installations   -   HETAS registered 
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and 
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers 
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations. 
 

All Domestic Plumbing including – Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including 
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher 
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators 
and thermostatic valves. 

01233 812566      07860 877836 

0344 880 7700  
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In Aid of the Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund 
Registered Charity:  283483 

  
Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN 

Tel: 01303 862622 ~ Fax: 01303 863007 
Website: www.lordwhisky.co.uk ~ Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com 

Find us on Facebook: The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund Kent 
Follow us on Twitter: @lordwhiskykent 

  
Come and visit the Lord Whisky Tea Rooms  

  
Open every day, 10am to 4pm at Rhodes Minnis, CT4 6XY 
Delicious, freshly prepared breakfast, lunches and snacks 

Also open Friday evenings 6pm – 9pm for Fish & Chips 
Tel: 01303 862349 

  

 Boot & Spring Fayre 
Saturday 5th May 

At Park House, Stelling Minnis, Nr Canterbury CT4 6AN 
  

Boots from 8am ~ cars £7 / vans £10 
Entertainment from 12 noon 
The East Kent Piping Society 

Hot & Cold Refreshments ~ Tombola 
Good Quality Bric-a-Brac  and more!  

  
We are always looking for entertainment for our boot fairs, so if you belong 
to a dance school, majorette group, martial arts school or similar and could 

put on a display, please get in touch.  We would love to hear from you. 
We also need volunteers to help at the boot fairs. 

  
We need new ideas for events here at Park House and we want                         

you to get involved. 
Please email us at lord.whisky@btinternet.com 

or ring 01303 862622 if you can help. 
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Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students; 

Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels. 
Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress. 

I ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF MASSAGE TREATMENTS: 
To ease stiff joints, promote health and well being and for stress. 
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach) 

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175 
lynnsaxby@gmail.com 

 

WALTHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
MON EVENINGS 

PETHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
WED EVENINGS 

YOGA CLASSES 

Louise Courtenay   01233 750439 
louise@cgflowers.co.uk  07776 161368 
Anna Geering    01227 709808 
anna@cgflowers.co.uk  07776 161368 

Event flowers   www.cgflowers.co.uk 

• Parties 
• Sympathy 
• Weddings  

mailto:lynnsaxby@gmail.com
mailto:louise@cgflowers.co.uk
mailto:anna@cgflowers.co.uk
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LEARN FRENCH LOCALLY 

Any age, any level, day or evening 

Individual or small group 

Helen Hewson 

01233 750589 

VANESSA LONDON 

 

 

 

 

ROZ BACON 

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 5HU 

01233 750327 (ans) 
roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Qualified Guide to City of 
Canterbury and 

Cathedral Guide. 
Delightful rooms in a 

lovely village. 

CHILHAM FEEDS 

01227 731159 

 
9am  -  5pm weekdays,  9am  -  1pm Saturdays 

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks 
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc. 

Bedding  -  Vitamins  -  Supplements  -  Conditioners  - Accessories 

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent 
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SIX MILE GARAGE LTD 
 

STONE STREET, STELLING MINNIS, CANTERBURY, CT4 6DN 

www.sixmilegarage.co.uk 

01227 709214/491  Fax: 01227 709331 

 Service and Repairs to Cars and  Light Commercial Vehicle 

•  Class 4 and 7 M.O.T Testing 
• Diagnostic Tuning Centre 
• Accident Repair Centre 
• Car Sales 
• Collection & Delivery 

 

Forecourt Petrol & Shop                            Open 7 Days a Week 
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COUNSELLING 
SERVICES 

Bev Russell 
DipCouns 
MBACP 

brcounselling@yahoo.co.uk 

www.brcounselling.co.uk 

07505 749643 
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S.C.S. 
Southern Cesspool Services 

Card Payment 
Accepted 

All Types of Tanks Emptied 

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks 
Treatment Plants 

High Pressure drain jetting 
Soakaways etc 

 

Regular Automatic Bookings 
 

01233 646767 / 07773 491356 

                             

 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com    info@southerncesspoolservices.com 

Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service 

For That Quality Service 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE 
 
CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
01233 750378    07866 002627 

Lady Painter 
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Well-behaved 

dogs welcome 

 

 

 

 

Kent ales 

and ciders. 

Wines & lagers 

Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm 

The Timber Batts Inn 
A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham 

 
 

Wood-fired pizza 

Game-burgers 

Fish ’n’ chips 

 

See Facebook for  

food availability 

 

School Hill 

Bodsham 

01233 750083 

www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com 

Also home to Kaos Blacksmiths: www.kaosblacksmiths.com 


