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  Elmsted and 
  Hastingleigh 
  Community 
  Contacts 

 
Elmsted Parish Council Tracey Block  01233 750415 
 

Hastingleigh Parish Council Tracey Block 01233 750415 
 

Evington Hall (Bookings)  Shelley  07401 908249 
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk) bookings@evingtonhall.org.uk  
 

Evington Hall Committee Hon Sec Mrs H French 01233 750483  
 

ECP Hon Sec  Mrs S Boxall 01233 750206 
 
Evington Gardeners Hon Sec Mrs H Ransley 01233 720152 
 

Evington Community Choir Mrs C Jeffery 01233 750585 
 

Art Group Mrs V Kerry 01227 700843 
 

Footpath Walks 
Mr D Harris 01233 813711 
 

Women’s Institute  
Mrs J Bowes 01233 811875 
 

Parent and Toddler Group  
Mrs L Lawrence 01233 750987 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Hastingleigh   
Mr G Block 01233 750415 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Elmsted  
Mr J Argar 01233 750311 
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Submissions 
The Community News takes no      
responsibility for misleading advertis-
ing or incorrect editorial supplied to 
us in good faith. 
 
Please provide any promotional or 
editorial content in Word format  
rather than pdf. For length, grammar 
and style issues the Editor reserves 
the right to edit it. 

 

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk 
Advertising:  shepandali@hotmail.com 

Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com 
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT. 

S igns of Spring are springing 
up around us, daffodils 

starting to bud, crocuses blooming 
and warmer weather. There are 
some suggested gardening jobs, 
on page 5, now that the weather 
is encouraging us to spend time 
outside. The History Enthusiast 
has been able to find out more 
about the mystery of the painting 
from Elmsted church (p15).                         
Donations are being requested for 
Easter flowers (p21), new toys for 
the Toddler Group (p23), and the 
Spring Tombola (p23), please give 
generously if you can. The Jumble 
Sale was a great success, raiding 
approximately £600, thank you to 
everyone that supported the 
event. As always letters, articles 
and comments are very welcome. 

mailto:secretary.communitynews@gmail.com
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Chris Dryland 

 

small projects large projects  emergencies 

Most aspects  of  Household and  Garden Maintenance 

 

Also 

Tipis for hire 

www.bighilltipis.co.uk 

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787 
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Hastingleigh 

with Elmsted 

Women’s 

Institute 

1909 the store opened. He employed 
1800 staff, personally picked from 
10,000 applicants. Selfridges was the 
first store to openly display goods. 
There was a rifle range on the roof to 
entertain the men whilst their ladies 
shopped. When Louis Bleriot became 
the first man to fly the Channel, his 
plane was displayed in Selfridges for 
4 days, during which time 150,000 
people visited the store to view the 
plane. To counteract unpleasant 
smells such as horse dung, Mr 
Selfridge placed a perfume counter at 
the front of the store, something that 
is still common practice to this day. In 
1912 during the suffragette riots           
every store window was smashed, 
except Selfridges; which had a display 
using items in the suffragette colours. 
He was very good to his staff and was 
the first to reward rather than fine. 
The store was extended in 1924 to 
the store that exists to this very day. 
He coined the phrase “the customer 
is always right”.  
      The Flower of the Month winner 
was Barbara George and the winner 
of the February competition, a shop-
ping container, was Yvonne Helmer. 
      Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday the 7th March at 7.30 p.m., 
in the Evington Hall, where we will be 
having a talk entitled Travels with my 
Chicken. Any new members will be 
made most welcome.  
                                        Marie Wenham 
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H astingleigh with Elmsted W.I. 
met on Thursday the 7th of 

February 2019 at the Evington Hall. 
21 members attended, and we also 
welcomed 1 guest. 
      We discussed various items of 
business before our speaker, Mr Ian 
Porter, gave us a talk on The Real 
Mr Selfridge and the History of 
Shopping. Mr Porter gave us a very 
interesting talk on Mr Selfridge and 
his contribution to modern shop-
ping. Mr Selfridge moved from the 
United States to England in 1906, 
aged 42. He wanted to open a new 
style of store. Existing stores were 
built up from smaller business, no 
one had opened a brand new store 
from scratch before. He built the 
store in Oxford Street the land was 
cheap but the area also had poten-
tial, especially with the newly built 
central line. Mr Selfridge performed 
cutting edge market research to 
ensure his store would be viable. In 

The real Mr Selfridge 
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Wye Beauty 
Shellac Manicures - colour lasts three weeks 

Waxing - hot and warm 

Electrolysis hair removal 
Red Vein, Skin Tag and Milia treatment 
Aromatherapy/Swedish body massage 
Spray Tanning - lasts up to two weeks 
Ear piercing 
Facials 

Microdermabrasion 
Manicures/Pedicures 
Threading 
Visiting foot care professional 
Microcurrent face-lifting 
Bridal & semi-permanent make-up 

Guinot Skincare 
 

Gift Vouchers available 

35 years experience 

Qualified/mature staff 

 

29 Bridge Street, Wye 

Robyn Gardener 
AABThC BABTAC 

01233 811550 

4 

Open Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 5pm (later by appt)  
Saturday 9am - 1pm 

LOGS & FIREWOOD 
For Good Quality, 
Seasoned 

Ash or mixed logs 
(dry) 

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570 
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In The 

Garden 

annual flowers now.  The Honeywort 
(Cerinthe major Purpurascens) can be 
sown under glass or indoors now 
ready for planting out in May for the 
bees who adore it.  If you love it too 
then that’s OK for it readily self seeds 
which ensures a continuity of supply 
year after year.  Another hardy annu-
al attractive to bees is Sweet Alyssum 
with its honey-like fragrance and long 
flowering season.  The seeds germi-
nate readily but need light so barely 
cover them with a scattering of             
vermiculite. 
      Roses should be pruned and cut 
back, harder than you think, so you 
will be rewarded with vigorous 
growth as the plant fights back.  Cut 
to outward facing buds and feed and 
mulch with 3” of strawy manure if 
you have some to hand.  For the   
hybrid teas reduce all growth to 
about 30 cm above ground and open 
up the centre of shrub roses and 
shorten the shoots by one third. 
      In the vegetable beds plant onion 
setts, shallots and first early potatoes 
such as Arran Pilot or Pentland Jave-
lin.  These could have been set up in 
light from early February to chit 
which is said to bring them on earlier 
to harvest, but if you haven’t then 
don’t despair, just plant in friable soil 
and once they are up they should be 
protected from frosts with a fleece or 
flower pots large enough to cover the 
foliage. 
      Brussels Sprouts can be sown in 
modules under glass or in the green-

Time to prune the 

roses 

M arch winds may blow, not 
half on these hills, but the 

days are lengthening fast now.  
Bird song changes as though they 
sense the coming warmth and 
breeding season and energetic 
uplift of the cosmos – I don’t just 
mean the flower.  It’s a definite 
time to start some sowing and, 
may be, catch up with those essen-
tial  garden tasks that you put off 
when the wet winter weather was 
no temptation to get in the                  
garden.  (Note to self: I really must 
tidy the garden shed!) 
      Our clump of snowdrops, that 
herald of the spring, gave a good 
showing last month and the              
catkins were filling the hazel 
branches.  A few days of warm 
weather in the middle of February 
brought our Christmas Box fully 
into flower with its creamy white 
flowers and heady scent that 
attracted, not only ourselves, but 
also pollen collecting honeybees, 
two ladybirds, some small polli-
nating flies and one butterfly.  It’s 
not too early to sow some hardy 
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Domestic 
Installer 
Scheme 

Edward Young 
Electrical Installation & 

Security systems 
Registered Electrician 

Established over 30 years 
All types of installation work carried out 

Fault finding and repairs 
Farm, domestic, commercial 

01303 813654 
07702 640237 

6 

john@browningbuilders.co.uk 

Mobile 07770667238 
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almost overnight. As soon as these 
small plants can be handled they 
can be potted on into a general  
purpose compost in individual small 
pots to keep then growing well until 
the weather warms some more and 
they can then be hardened off over 
time ready to be planted outside.  
Sprouts especially benefit from 
planting deep so that  the first 
leaves are level with the compost to 
make sturdy plants. 

                                                                           
Fred 

‘So they do 

say…!’ 

house for they need a long growing 
season to reach their potential of 
the most flavoursome dish for the 
autumn and not forgetting Christ-
mas dinner.  Lettuce too can be 
sown under glass on an inch or so of 
well watered compost with the small 
seeds covered with only a trace of 
vermiculite and gently pressed 
down.  Do not over water the lettuce 
or they will be in danger of suffering 
from ‘damping off’ and disappearing 

In The Garden cont. 

A  Russian biologist wrote that    
the air in a pine forest is                            

almost germfree due to the 
‘phytoncides’ released from their      
needles. This substance is also found 
in spices, onion, garlic and oak trees. 
      Walnut trees also have a                         
substance in their leaves which is  

dangerous to insects. Long ago,      
garden designers were advised to 
plant a walnut tree with a seat     
underneath which would provide 
both a comfortable place to sit and 
for folks to be able to relax almost 
mosquito free.                                                    
TW 
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01227 

709204 

8 
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Evington 

Gardeners 

I n November, Mr Philip                 
Oostenbrink gave an                       

illustrated talk about the                    
Gardens and grounds of Canter-
bury cathedral, past and                     
present, tracking the history and 
development of the cathedral 
grounds since the land was first 
given to the church by King             
Ethelbert. 
      In December, the gardeners 
held their Christmas party with 
a musical performance by              
Trevor Wye and the Studio Play-
ers followed by cheese and 
wine. 
      At the January meeting,             
Lorraine introduced Melanie 
Gibson-Barton, who gave a talk 
entitled “From Passchendaele to 
Peace? – did the war end in 
1918 or did it only pause.” This 
was the 3rd time that Ms              
Gibson-Barton has spoken to 
Evington Gardeners about               
topics inspired by her long            
connection with Belgium,              
especially Bruges, and her                   
fascination by the first World 

War. Through her meticulous          
research, fascinating facts and           
statistics were presented 
through a series of photographs, 
maps and charts, but in no way 
like a history lesson. The photos, 
old and new, depicted scenes 
from the war interspersed with 
photos of the many memorials 
erected to commemorate brave 
deeds by  individuals, events and 
emotional representations, such 
as the statue of a soldier                  
comforting a wounded horse. 
The next set of photos carried 
the viewer through the years  
following WWI, showing scenes 
of devastation, the rebuilding of 
France and Belgium, including 
the gathering of munitions and 
the use of artefacts by the local 
people, and events during the 
years leading up to WW2, and   
Hitler’s pilgrimage to the battle-
fields in 1940. The final set of     
photos showed the incredible 
strength of spirit of the people 
who were involved in the horrors 
of these years. It was a truly               
inspirational and thought-
provoking presentation. 
                                                      HR 
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Tressenden Designs  
A Seamstress and costume maker with eight years of experience.  

 Clothing Alterations. 
 Repair work undertaken. 
 Made to Measure; create a bespoke piece for those special occasions. 
 Modern and Vintage designs.  
 Costumes, ball gowns and Wedding dresses 

 
For more information or a quote please contact Amy on: 
Mobile: 07853 202304     Email: amy.louise.ford@hotmail.co.uk 

SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT 

Upholstery 

07973 377817 
01227 455841 

ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER 
 Sculpture and carving in wood 
Architectural lettering in stone and wood 
Fine printmaking and painting 
 
The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane 
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW 
Telephone: 01233 750305 

Advertise with us 
 

Get your business 
advertising seen in 200 

households in the 
Hastingleigh and Elmsted 

areas through this magazine. 
 

Contact Ali on: 
shepandali@hotmail.com 
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The Evington Hall Jumble Sale 2019 

 
The 26th January saw a queue forming outside the Hall      

ready for our Annual Jumble Sale.                                                      

A busy few hours raised over £550.                                                   

With some late sales to come in, we should top £600,                            

a fabulous result.                                                                                 

All proceeds go to Hall funds. 
Huge thanks to everyone responsible for this success – those 

who donated, who sorted and set up, served on the day                  

and cleared up afterwards. 

Please contact me if you would like to be involved in next 

year, it is more fun than it sounds! 

01233 750 495/07831 127192  Kate Day 

 

Evington Community Group 
 

The 2019 AGM of Evington Community Project                    
will be held on Monday 4th March at 7.30pm                               

in Evington Village Hall. 
We are a small group who organise events for the                            
community throughout the year ie. Film Nights,                      

craft events, London trips etc. all funded through the                
Spring Fair and the 100 Club. 

If you would be interested in joining us or are interested to 
hear about what we do, please come along to our AGM. 
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Containerised Storage 
 available locally  

 

Fully secure 

Indoors or outdoors 

Competitive rates 

 
 

Please phone 01233 720871/email:     

info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details 

 

Toby Gardener       07831 473981 
Beriscolt       (Eve) 01233 750489 
Hastingleigh    tandrgardener@btinternet.com 

Tree Surgeon and Fencing Contractor 

● Tree surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed. 

● Hedge cutting. 

● Stump grinding. 

● Garden fencing supplied and erected. 

● Hedges planted. 

● 25 years local experience.  
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 F allow Deer stand like silken 
beige silhouettes against 

the greening winter wheat and 
woods, one always standing at 
attention – often the stag.  
Whilst listening to trees a              
Buzzard emerges, silently but 
clumsily; not to circle and soar 
on the thermals as in Spring and 
Summer making its plaintive    
cry - so seemingly fit for a much 
smaller bird – now more content 
to lurk on the fringe of a wood 
seeking out voles and rabbits or 
road casualties .  Bushy-tailed, 
skipping, fearless Squirrels are 
the young ones; still hiding food 
that they may well forget.   
      In January under a waning 
moon vixens and dog foxes are 
calling menacingly at midnight.  
The vixens are in season now and 
beginning to seek out a territory.  
The cubs will arrive with their 
cloudy blue eyes in March and 
April.  The dog fox will bring food 
to the nearby earth.  There are 

separate covies of ten English 
Partridge and nine French            
Partridge in Bodsham.  The                
English are survivors in a world 
where they are punished by lack 
of good habitat, lack of insects 
and a surfeit of crows and                
magpies.  Each covey represents 
a family from the Summer.  They 
roost in a circle in the middle of a 
large field all looking outwards, 
on guard.  In January and Febru-
ary the parents will tell their 
young to move on, to find new 
fields and hedges.  The English 
Partridge is one of the most                
endangered birds in Great                  
Britain.  We have a duty to                   
preserve them.  Huge flocks of 
Linnets lift away from the forage-
rich stubble on the one hundred 
acre Gordon field in Bodsham.  
 
                                               BRKM 

Nature 

Notes 
Season’s Meetings 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjWs-WFt53gAhWj3OAKHRgGBPEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rspb.org.uk%2Fbirds-and-wildlife%2Fwildlife-guides%2Fbird-a-z%2Fgrey-partridge%2F&psig=AOvVaw0lfWroZw_
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Crabtree Farm Cottages  

Self-catering holiday lets in Hastingleigh 
 

Ian and Amanda wish you 
a warm welcome 

• Two cottages, each offering: 
• Master bedroom with double 

oak bed 
• Second bedroom with twin oak 

beds 
• Lounge/kitchen, luxury 

bathroom 
• Wall-mounted flatscreen TV 
• Pets welcome 
• Children’s play area 

 
www.crabtreefarm.co.uk 
01233 750345 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

info@bodshamholidaylets.com 
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L ast month's article 'So they 
do say' referred to a picture 

in Elmsted church inscribed with 
details about Mary Honywood of 
Charing and the 367 children that 
had descended from her. It asked 
the question where is that 
Honywood picture now. The  
mystery is solved. Sir Filmer 
Honywood 11th bt. is the keeper 
of the Honywood records and has 
commented: "I, too, would like to 
know its present whereabouts, as 
I sent it with others to a picture 
restorer in London in 1969, who 
did not return it with the others 
and claimed that it went missing 
after a party in a house or flat 
close to his studio. It is rather a 
long and complex story and,     
although I have a copy of the     
police note of the report to them 
at their London West Central    
station, they subsequently closed 

From The 

History   

Enthusiast 

it and lost or destroyed their 
records. The portrait did even-
tually surface around ‘94 in 
Whitstable, but, despite photo-
graphic and other detailed     
information, a Kent Police      
Inspector said that they did not 
consider there was sufficient 
evidence that a crime had been 
committed; and, in the mean-
time, it was smuggled out of the 
country! 
      I registered the portrait with 
The Art Loss Register, and am 
sending a colour photo of it  
separately.   
      There are several similar, but 
not necessarily identical,       
portraits, of Mary, including one 
in Lincoln Cathedral Library and 
another owned by the Earl of 
Radnor, as well as a bad copy in 
my own possession. The stolen 
one was painted around 1600 
by Marcus Gheeraedts the 
younger." 
      The painting Sir Filmer has 
sent can be seen using this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/ybue4lsl 
 
                         History Enthusiast 

Mary Honywood 
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MATHS TUITION 
GCSE & iGCSE 

Key Stage 2-4 

Preparation for Kent Test & Entrance exams 

Enhanced DBS certificate 
 

I am patient, reliable and approachable. 

Using a wide range of resources I 

enable students to reach their potential. 

 

Clare Newman 01227 700291 

 

 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

DAVID FARNFIELD 
 

  FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS 
INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 

WALLPAPERING 
FREE Estimates 

07710 130275 
01233 750450 

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com 

www.davidfarnfield.com 
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Thank You 

O n behalf of my family and 
myself I would like to thank 

so many of you for your support 
to us at the loss of our dear             
Peggy.  We have been so buoyed 
up by the many cards and letters 
of condolence, but especially by 
the joyous farewell she was given 
at St Mary’s on January 23rd. 
       I also want to offer my thanks 
for the cards and greetings for my 
major birthday on the 31st.  
These last few months have not 
been easy, but I feel personally 
very grateful for the amount of 
support which I have received 
from so many quarters.  Sunday, 

the 3rd February, was happily a 
sunny day, as I presided at the 
Holy Communion at the culmina-
tion of my ministry here.  It was a 
joyful event, followed by a                 
delicious lunch with many of you 
from the village and the                   
Benefice.  My thanks go to Roz, 
who masterminded it, but also to 
all who provided such a wonder-
ful choice of mouth-watering 
desserts. 
      Peggy and I certainly made 
the right choice, when we chose 
to retire to Hastingleigh and this 
quarter of the North Downs, and 
these last weeks have certainly 
confirmed for the family and me 
the rightness of that choice.    
      With my sincere thanks,   
                                     John Hewes               

Community News Subscriptions 

 
Please return the enclosed envelope 

along with your £4 annual subscription 

to your distributor as soon as possible. 

Many Thanks. 
I apologise for not enclosing the envelope last month 
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Church services in the Parish Upon The Hills 

This month’s church flowers and cleaning volunteers: 
   St Mary’s       St James’ 

03/03 First               
Sunday 

09.30 - Elmsted - Group service for Elmsted, 
Hastingleigh, Petham & Waltham. 

10/03 Second 
Sunday 

08.00 - Waltham -  BCP Communion 
10.00 - Bodsham School - Messy Church 
11.00 - Petham - Communion 

17/03 Third             
Sunday 

09.30 - Waltham - Communion 
11.00 - Hastingleigh - BCP Communion 
11.00 - Petham - Family Service (no communion) 

17.00 - Elmsted - Choral Evensong 
 

24/03 Fourth  
Sunday 

09.30 - Petham - New Family Communion 
11.00 - Hastingleigh - Communion 

31/03 Fifth              
Sunday 

10.30 Wye Benefice Service 
Mothering Sunday Communion 
10.30 Waltham, Mothering Sunday family      
service. No communion  

Mar 2nd 
Mar 9th 

Mrs Boxall 
Mrs Pell 

Mrs Gregory 
Mrs Pay 

Mar 16th 
Mar23rd 

Mrs Young 
Mrs Jerrom 

Mrs Fox 
Mrs Leutner 

Mar 30th 
Apr 6th 

Mrs Bacon, Mrs Geering 
Mrs Sharp, Mrs Hill 
(Mothering Sunday 31st) 

Mrs Green 
Mrs Calcutt 
(Mothering Sunday 31st) 

18 
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Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450    
ravi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk  Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine         
Lawrence (with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, Elmsted, Petham, 
Waltham): The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409          
lorraine_lawrence@btinternet.com. Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon 01233 
750327, Mrs R Doyle 01227 700296. United Wye Benefice 01233 813793 
www.wyebenefice.org.uk 

Diary Dates - March 

Tues 5th Toddlers     09.30 - 12.00 
   Library Van     09.45 - 10.15 
Wed      6th Coffee Morning    10.30 - 11.30 
   Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00  
Thurs      7th W.I. Meeting    19.30 - 22.00 
Fri           8th  Whist Drive    19.00 - 22.00 
Sun        10th Footpath Group    14.00    
Tues     12th Toddlers     09.30 - 12.00 
   Hastingleigh PC Meeting  19.45  
Weds     13th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs     14th Elmsted PC Meeting   19.30  
Tues      19th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
   Library Van     09.45 - 10.15 
   Evington Gardeners   19.30 - 22.00 
Wed       20th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Tues       26th Toddler Group    09.30 - 12.00 
Weds      27th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Sat      30th ECP Film Night    18.00 
    

The above dates are taken from the Evington Hall website calendar 
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk)  

  
All events at the village hall unless otherwise stated 
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Club 

Draw 

T he latest winning numbers 
for the Evington                                 

Community Project 100 club             
draw are:  

1st Prize:   No.    
2nd Prize: No:  
3rd Prize: No:  

Library 

Van 
T he Library van will be 

parked in the village hall 
carpark on Tuesday 5th and               
Tuesday 19th March 09.45 - 
10.15. 
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Whist Drive 

 
Friday 8th March, 7pm start in the village hall.                                             
Proceeds split between the hall and the W.I. 

Easter Flowers 

 
Anyone wishing to donate money for Easter flowers                            

for St. Mary’s church, Hastingleigh please contact                               
Jean Bowes 01233 811875 

Police Contact 

 
There is now a general number that can be used to contact                           

the Rural Liaison Team in our area 
07980 978202 

There is further information available on the notice board                                   
in the Evington Hall 

Diocesan Lent Course 
 

Starting on Tuesday March 12th, there will be a lent course 
 in Hastingleigh Vicarage, 10.00am. 

A chance to follow the diocesan lent course in an informal  
setting, with refreshments, and friends. 

Do come along and join us. 
For more details or to sign up, contact Drew on 01233 750987 and 

leave a message, or email,  andrew.lawrence99@icloud.com 
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       Your Pet in Portrait 

      mary.belotti@gmail.com 

     07530 733352 
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Requests For Donations 

H astingleigh Toddler Group 
is your local toddler group, 

run by volunteers for children up 
to 4-5 years of age. We have a 
number of different toys for the 
children to play with but as is to 
be expected some of these are 
starting to wear with use and we 
would like to introduce some new 
toys. 
      We are making a shop to     
introduce a new element to the 
imaginary food play. As such we 
are asking for donations to enable 
us to introduce different items to 
the kitchen that are new and    
exciting. This will include items 
such as pretend tins of food 
(already made), whole wooden 

food such as fruit and vegetables, 
a set of scales (already                            
purchased) and shopping bags 
(already purchased).  
      In order to achieve this, we 
are asking for donations to allow 
for the purchase of new items for 
the shop. All donations gratefully 
received no matter the size, as 
every little helps. If you would 
rather purchase an actual item 
rather than give money, then let 
us know and we can give you a 
link to the toys we are looking at.  
      Donations can be given to    
Marie Wenham at 1 Bowlfield, 
Hastingleigh. 
      Thank you in advance. 

Evington Community Project 

Spring Fair Tombola Prizes 
Please start colleting items for the Tombola such as 

Food & Drink (please check it is in date) 

Gifts & Toys (new) 

Please give your donations to either 
Sue Boxall (Quackers, Hastingleigh)  

or Tracey Block (The Briers, Hastingleigh) 
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ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE 
 
CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
01233 750378    07866 002627 
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.uk 

Lady Painter 

Nick Horton 
COUNTRY GRASSCARE 

 
Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing 

For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards 
 

Small business — Established 10 years 
No VAT 

 
Contact Nick on 07787 411685 

01233 812848 
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Indeed They Do Say! 

F ollowing on from last month’s 
‘So the do say!..’ the following 

might be of interest.  Remarkable   
really that there appears to have been 
such fecundity locally in the 17th            
century; also a connection with the 
Honywoods.  The photo is of a marble 
memorial in Smeeth church dated 
1654 to the two Mrs Scotts. 
      The inscriptions to the ladies is as 
follows:- 
 
Priscilla Scott Daughtr to Thomas 
Honywood of Elmisted Knight wife 
To Robert Scott of Mersham Esq by 
Whom shee had Nine Children 
Whereof foure now living: Shee 
Died in ye 52 Yeare of her age 
Ano Dni 1648 

 
Mary Scott Daughtr of John Moyle of 
Buckwell 
Esq wife to Robert Scott of Mersha Esq who 
Died Decembr 30th 1652 aged 54 being formerly 
Maried to Richard Godfrey of Wy Esq 
By whom she had 22 children whereof 16 
Baptized being ye first yt Mrs Honywood 
Of Charing a Great Grandmothr in ye 5th Generatio 
 
Who lived to see 366 issuing out of her loines 
 
            MR 
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 AFB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken 
Electrical condition reports 

Heating controls – including the new 
smart “nest” thermostat 

 
 

Contact Andy Burchell: 
 01233 632424 or 07739 259953 

aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 
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Farming 

Notebook 

F ebruary is probably the bleak-
est month of the year.  Often 

wet and windy, sometimes snowy, 
but usually with not much going on 
in the fields.   
      We choose February to get 
through our annual inspections for 
the Assured Combinable Crops 
Scheme (ACCS), Farm Assured 
British Beef and Lamb (FABBL), and 
this year, for the first time for a 
long time Assured Produce (AP).  
The latter is for the sale of our ware 
or eating potatoes into the super-
market outlets. 
      It is a time when literally weeks 
are spent collating information in 
preparation for the inspection.  So 
much seems obvious, but we have 
to write it down and have a record.  
Grain storage is a major part of 
ACCS.  Records have to show that 
moisture content and temperature 
of the grains have been  monitored 
and controlled.  Moisture content is 
important because the market   
demands less than 15%,  but     
temperature is also critical.       
Temperatures below 10 degrees C 
practically stop any insect activity in 
the stored crop.  There are "pit fall" 
traps buried in the grain to check 

for insects and the inspection of 
these has to be logged.  Cleaning           
records for all the machinery have to 
be kept and presented.  It is quite 
clear that we look after our equip-
ment, it is clean and well maintained, 
but we must write down each time 
the pressure washer is used and each 
time the   engine oil is changed. 
      Fortunately most of the cropping 
records can be retrieved from our 
agronomy programme.  All our work 
plans are generated by this              
programme and once the plan is  
complete  it  becomes a work record.  
All soil testing, operator details, crop 
analysis and field histories are kept 
and can be retrieved by the touch of 
a button.  this saves a great deal of 
time and paper. 
      We have a similar programme 
which will manage the grain and         
potato stores.  We have not used it 
for the last couple of years because 
the stores are full for a relatively 
short time and it seemed an unneces-
sary expense.  Now that we are              
having to comply with Assured                
Produce we will bring this                         
programme into play for the coming 
season. 
      We must have certificates of              
lawful disposal of farm plastics includ-
ing triple rinsed chemical containers.  
There must be a  licence granted by 
the Environment Agency for a desig-
nated area where we can wash off 
the sprayer and have a bonfire-only 
for the burning of material generated 
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NAC Registered                           P J Sweeps 

Fully Insured                             Phillip Joiner 

Chimney Lining                           Chimney Engineer 

Pots & Cowls                           Over 12 Years’ Experience 

Fireplaces Fitted 

CCTV Surveying                                                                                                                               
Stoves Installed & Service 
 

We are now Rotary Sweeping which removes soot and tar 

build up more efficiently than normal manual sweeping 

effective and deeper clean. We are one of the few sweeps 

in the area that offer this service.    

           01227 700 909     pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk 

               WWW.PJCHIMNEYSWEEPS.CO.UK 

mailto:pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk
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Farming Cont... 

on the farm such as hedge cuttings.  
The burning of a broken pallet is a 
real no no! 
      FABBL requires all the livestock 
movements throughout the year    
including birth and deaths are record-
ed and written down.  Cleaning              
records of the livestock trailer with 
the correct disinfectant have to be 
shown.  Calculations for barn area 
and trough space provided for each 
animal have to be worked out and 
written down.  Drug records including 
drug batch numbers and vet dockets 
have to be kept and shown. 
      Staff training records which                 
include  certificates showing compe-
tence for spraying, fertiliser applica-
tion, quad bike usage, slug pellet            
application,  chain saw use, rodent 
control, first aid, and forklift opera-
tion have to be current.  For most, 
annual refresher courses are needed 
and the resulting certificate produced 
for the inspector.  
      Assured Produce requires a whole 
new level of compliance.  Control of 
Substances Hazardous to Health 
(COSSH) and Hazard Analysis and 
Critical Control Points (HACCPS) have 
to be undertaken for every step of the 
potato production process.  From 
"what would you do if a hydraulic 
pipe burst on the potato planter?". 
( "Mend it" is not an acceptable     
answer! )  Right through to ensuring 

that any staff involved with grad-
ing the potatoes do not have            
mobile phones , watches or jewel-
lery which could  be lost and            
appear in a bag of potatoes on the 
supermarket shelf.  The latter,  
despite the fact that any potatoes 
destined for human consumption 
are sent off the farm in bulk and 
will be graded again... 
      Everything that is required of 
us to get our "red tractor" accredi-
tation for cereals, livestock and 
produce is justifiable.  Most of it 
obvious.  That is the problem!  We 
just have to get into the mindset 
to write down and record every-
thing, even the obvious.  So much 
for my aspiration of a paperless 
office! 
      Another issue that has been 
occupying February days is the 
steady stream of agrochemicals 
which are having their licences 
withdrawn. As a result many 
chemical active ingredients which 
allow the levels of crop productivi-
ty of recent decades are no longer 
available to us.  The frustration is 
that often decisions are made           
politically and not scientifically.  
Alternatives which are far less 
effective will have to be used.  The 
irony will be that we will have to 
spray more not less with every 
chemical withdrawn. In the past 
there was always a new product 
about to come on stream to re-
place lost or ineffective chemicals.  
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RICHARD GILBERT 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 

Established 25 years 
 

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist – OFTEC & Gas Safe 
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates. 
Wood Burning Stove Installations   -   HETAS registered 
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and 
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers 
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations. 
 

All Domestic Plumbing including – Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including 
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher 
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators 
and thermostatic valves. 

01233 812566      07860 877836 
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From Our Neighbours 

Farming  Cont...          
This is no longer so.  Business does 
not want to invest the multi millions 
required to develop a new product 
and risk it failing due to a political 
whim. 
      On the herbicide front we are 
about to lose Diquat, a vital tool in 
growing seed potatoes.  This will 
provide us with a real challenge, 
and I am convinced that as a result 
some potato varieties will disap-
pear.    Roundup (Glyphosate) is 
again under threat.  There is no   
alternative except to wind the clock 
back forty years and control grass 
weeds with multiple cultivations.  
Using more metal and more fuel 
despite Mr Gove saying he wants us 
all to direct drill and throw away the 
plough!   Joined up thinking?  I think 
not!   

My concern  is that the government 
will be desperate to avoid food infla-
tion post Brexit and will allow food in 
that has the benefit of using all the 
chemistry which we domestically 
have chosen to ban.  To me, it seems 
logical that if we choose a standard 
of production for domestic food           
production the same rules should 
apply to imports.  This will not                
happen.  It does not happen. GM, 
chlorine treated chicken, hormone 
treated beef will flood in because 
they are cheap and allow us to trade 
manufactured goods with the US and 
others.  I live in hope that we will  
value our food, for its quality, its 
safety and provenance rather than 
cost. 
      Soon it will be March.  Spring will 
be on its way.  Crops will start to 
grow and optimism will return… 
                             W Wilson-Haffenden 

Bossingham Pre-School Need Your Unwanted Items 
Clothing (not school uniform or corporate clothing), Soft Toys, paired 

Shoes, Belts & Handbags. 
Please spread the word to friends, neighbours and relatives.                    

We are paid according to the weight of the collection 
www.bag2school.com 

All money raised will help fund the Pre-school which is situated 
behind Stelling Minnis Primary School 

Bring your filled bags to Bossingham Pre-school on Tuesday 26th 
March 2019 by 9am or we can store them throughout the year. 

Pre-School on 01227 709156  
Email: admin@bossinghampreschool.co.uk       

www.bossinghampreschool.co.uk 

http://www.bag2school.com
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Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students; 

Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels. 
Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress. 

I ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF MASSAGE TREATMENTS: 
To ease stiff joints, promote health and well being and for stress. 
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach) 

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175 
lynnsaxby@gmail.com 

 

WALTHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
MON EVENINGS 

PETHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
WED EVENINGS 

YOGA CLASSES 

Weddings Events    Sympathy     Workshops 

www.eastkentflowercompany.com 

Louise Courtenay-Snipp  

Floral Designer 
 

Mobile      07776161368 

Landline    01233 750439 

email : louise@eastkentflowercompany.com 

mailto:lynnsaxby@gmail.com
mailto:louise@eastkentflowercompany.com
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In Aid of the Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund 
Registered Charity:  283483 

  

Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN 
Tel: 01303 862622 ~ Fax: 01303 863007 

Website: www.lordwhisky.co.uk ~ Email: lord.whisky@btinternet.com 
Find us on Facebook: The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund Kent 

Follow us on Twitter: @lordwhiskykent  
  

Come and visit the Lord Whisky Tea Rooms  
Open every day, 10am to 4pm at Rhodes Minnis, CT4 6XY 
Delicious, freshly prepared breakfast, lunches and snacks 

Tel: 01303 862349 
  

Special Events in March 
Pancakes & Poetry - Tuesday 5th March, 6.30pm 

Mothering Sunday Lunch - Sunday 31st March 
See our website for further details 

   

 Boot & Spring Fayre 
Saturday 4th May 

At Park House, Stelling Minnis, Nr Canterbury CT4 6AN 
  

Boots from 8am ~ cars £7 / vans £10 
Entertainment from 11am including                                                      

The East Kent Piping Society 
Sheep Shearing ~ Tombola ~ Face Painting 

Refreshments ~ Good Quality Bric-a-Brac and more!  
  

We are always looking for entertainment for our boot fairs, 
so if you belong to a dance school, majorette group, martial 
arts school or similar and could put on a display, please get 

in touch.  We would love to hear from you. 
We also need volunteers to help at the boot fairs. 

  
We need new ideas for events here at Park House and we 

want you to get involved. Please email us at 
lord.whisky@btinternet.com or ring 01303 862622 
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COUNSELLING 
SERVICES 

Bev Russell 
DipCouns 
MBACP 

brcounselling@yahoo.co.uk 

www.brcounselling.co.uk 

07505 749643 
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• VANESSA LONDON 

 

 

ROZ BACON 

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 5HU 

01233 750327 (ans) 
roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Qualified Guide to City of 
Canterbury and 

Cathedral Guide. 
Delightful rooms in a 

lovely village. 

CHILHAM FEEDS 

01227 731159 

 
9am  -  5pm weekdays,  9am  -  1pm Saturdays 

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks 
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc. 

Bedding  -  Vitamins  -  Supplements  -  Conditioners  - Accessories 

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent 

Style Matters 

CVs, Brochures, Programmes. Wedding and Personal Stationery. 
Proofreading and research services. 
Special rates for Students: theses etc. 
 

Telephone: 01233 750425 
Emails: kerry.relton@googlemail.com 
jill.relton@tesco.net 
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S.C.S. 
Southern Cesspool Services 

Card Payment 
Accepted 

All Types of Tanks Emptied 

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks 
Treatment Plants 

High Pressure drain jetting 
Soakaways etc 

 

Regular Automatic Bookings 
 

01233 646767 / 07773 491356 

                             

 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com    info@southerncesspoolservices.com 

Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service 

For That Quality Service 
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Well-behaved 

dogs welcome 

 

 

 

 

Kent ales 

and ciders. 

Wines & lagers 

Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm 

The Timber Batts Inn 
A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham 

 
 

Wood-fired pizza 

Game-burgers 

Fish ’n’ chips 

 

See Facebook for  

food availability 

 

School Hill 

Bodsham 

01233 750083 

www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com 

Also home to Kaos Blacksmiths: www.kaosblacksmiths.com 


